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Preface 


The present publication evolved from Dr Dalsoglio’s 
research and reappraisal of Late Bronze / Early Iron Age 
material from the Kerameikos cemetery excavations in 
the course of her thesis. The project was coordinated by 
Professor Anna Maria D’Onofrio, who offered valuable 
insight and guidance along the way. It was also based 
upon the systematic and professional work of a team of 
dedicated specialists (conservators, photographers etc.) 
at the Ephorate of Antiquities of Athens and especially 
those appointed at Kerameikos. Thus, in almost a decade 
of painstaking and meticulous study of the material 
exhibited and stored in the Kerameikos museum, Simona 
Dalsoglio revisited the vast collection of Submycenaean 
and Protogeometric amphorae that were unearthed and 
largely studied and published by Karl Kiibler around the 
second World War in the Kerameikos series, volumes 
P and IV? and more recently by Florian Ruppenstein in 
volume XVIII*. She also engaged in preparing a full series 
of colour photographs and new drawings for each vase in 
her catalogue, resulting in a splendid volume that is at the 
same time a lucid, scholarly treatise on the subject and a 
pleasure to behold. In that respect the author has heeded 
the cautioning of Prof. John K. Papadopoulos who rightly 
observed that “The format of earlier Kerameikos cemetery 
volumes [primarily those by Karl Ktibler] was such that 
some students of Early Iron Age, most famously the late 
Evelyn Lord Smithson, were compelled to purchase two 
copies of each volume, keeping one as is, and cutting up 
the text and the illustrations of the other in order to arrange 
the material in a more user-friendly manner”>. This is not 
necessary for the volume at hand, due to its well-planned 
layout and clear illustrations. 


After introducing the scope of the book and a short yet 
up-to-date history of the research until now -along with 
its potential shortcomings- the author recapitulates on 
the chronology and the extent of the Submycenaean to 
Protogeometric burial grounds in Kerameikos; in parallel 
she addresses the typology of the burials and of the wares, 
delving also into more intricate topics such as the gender of 
the dead or aspects of the production and use of the vases. 
Then follows the main corpus of the amphorae, assessed 
against their burial context and backed by careful drawings 
of their profiles that extend in twenty-four of the seventy- 
five informative plates. The introduction of the “envelope 
system” constitutes in my opinion the main originality and 
advantage of the volume, which remedies a long-standing 
deficit of earlier methodology. At the same time it offers 


> Kerameikos I. 

3 Kerameikos IV. 

4 Kerameikos XVIII. 
> Papadopoulos 2008. 
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Simona Dalsoglio a criterion second to none -together 
with the examination of the clay fabric and the decoration 
of the vases- for the (re-)evaluation and (re-)classification 
of her material. Another very handy feature of the book 
is the neat and easy-to-follow visual arrangement of all 
grave goods in their respective burial contexts. 


All-in-all, this is a welcome addition to the BAR series 
of monographs, contributing a fresh perspective to the 
interpretation of the Submycenaean to Protogeometric 
amphorae that have been unearthed in the most important 
perhaps, ancient Greek necropolis. 


Leonidas Bournias 
Archaeologist, MPhil. 


Curator of the Kerameikos Museum, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of Athens 


Introduction 


The decision to re-examine the Submycenaean, 
Transitional and Protogeometric amphorae from the 
graves of the Kerameikos cemetery at Athens came from 
the relevance and the distribution of these vessels. The 
amphorae are almost always used as ash urns, revealing 
a fundamental ritual role played in the burial practice; in 
addition to this, they can be employed as grave goods, and 
are the first grave markers placed outside the tomb, too. 
Since during this chronological span the cremation rite 
replaces inhumation, the amphorae are present in almost 
all the Protogeometric graves where this rite is adopted. 
Their analysis helps us to shed new light on the funerary 
ritual, on the production process and also on the relative 
chronology of the burials. 


1.1. Research methodology 


The materials forming the object of this study were 
mainly published in 1939 and 1943 by W. Kraiker and 
K. Kubler, according to the standards of the day; only the 
ones edited by F. Ruppenstein in 2007 meet the modern 
requirements. 


For many years the Kerameikos cemetery was the only 
one being excavated and published, and for this reason its 
materials have become the corner-stone of the Early Iron 
Age chronology. Meantime, other excavations have been 
carried out and further publications offer scope for new 
discussion. In particular, the detailed publication of the 
Early Iron Age materials from the Athenian Agora graves, 
recently edited by J. K. Papadopoulos and E. L. Smithson’, 
provides an important point of comparison with the nearby 
Kerameikos. 


The two above mentioned volumes of the Kerameikos 
series dating back to the first half of the 20" century are 
very detailed, and allow us to reconstruct the structure of 
the burial, the disposal of the objects in it and the adopted 
ritual; however, the vases are not depicted in drawings 
and the materials in the plates are grouped according to 
their shape, without giving the right weight to the whole 
contexts and contents. 


My review of the evidence from the Kerameikos 
necropolis has therefore required the retaking of the 
photographic documentation in colour, together with 
executing a drawing (when such are absent)’. This was 
made possible by examining the amphorae on site, at the 
Kerameikos Museum in Athens, and in one case at the 
National Archaeological Museum in Athens. 


® Agora XXXVI. 
7 See section 3.2.5. 


The result has been the production of a homogeneous 
set of drawings, on which the typology presented in this 
volume is based; the old typology, in fact, did not make 
use of any drawings. 


The elaboration of this new typology has been a focal 
point of the volume and it has been developed using 
what is termed the “envelope” method. First of all the 
drawings — made on paper — have been digitalized and 
transformed into vector images. The profiles of the 
amphorae have been all reduced to the same height, but 
preserving the proportions, and then the drawings have 
been overlain: all vases with similar profiles have been 
considered as belonging to the same type. A greater 
weight here was given to the shape of the body, while 
the differences in the form of the lip, of the neck, of the 
base and in the size have been considered as indicating 
varieties. The decorative motifs and the characteristics 
of the clay were first analysed independently, and then 
linked to the types. Particular attention has been given to 
any detected repetition in the shapes, so highlighting the 
presence or the absence of a standardised production, its 
relation to the chronological scheme and to the spread of 
the cremation rite. 


The study includes an assessment of the contexts in which 
the amphorae were found, with a re-examination of the 
burials and an analysis of the spatial distribution of the 
objects inside them. This analysis gives us important 
information on the funerary ritual that was carried out in 
the necropolis, but that had left no other traces, allowing 
us to reconstruct — at least partially — the cremation 
procedure. 


The nomenclature used needs a brief introduction here. It 
was determined to refer to the amphorae by their inventory 
numbers; the catalogue, which follows a chronological 
order, is arranged consecutively, but the inventory ones 
are always indicated in the description. 


Further, the tombs retain the number that distinguishes 
them in the volumes of the Kerameikos series. Before 
each number, the abbreviation SM, PG or G is added: 
even if these acronyms are not present in the original 
publications, they are conventionally used here to 
simplify the identification of the graves (e.g. as done 
by Morris and Whitley*). Presently, one and the same 
number may be applied to several tombs — according 
to their period, as determined by scholars. In order to 
distinguish them, SM is used for most of the burials 


8 Morris 1987; Whitley 1991. 
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from the necropolis north of the Eridanos river, under 
the later Pompeion building’, that is considered largely 
Submycenaean; PG is adopted for the graves south of 
the Eridanos river, usually dated to the Protogeometric 
period. Another group of graves, again located south 
of the Eridanos river but considered Geometric, are 
conventionally preceded by the abbreviation G. Without 
this labelling, one could end up with three tombs (and 
their contents) with the same number in the Kerameikos 
area: the resultant scope for confusion does not bear 
thinking about. 


It must be said at once that these acronyms do not have 
a real chronological value, since some of the tombs 
preceded by SM have been dated more precisely to the 
Late Helladic III C Late or even to the Transitional period; 
the same can be said for some of the ones preceded by PG, 
that can be considered Transitional. 


An exception to this convention is seen in the burials 
excavated in the vicinity of the Sacred Way (Heilige 
StraBe) and published by B. Schlérb Vierneisel’®, whose 
numbers are preceded by the abbreviation hS. 


1.2. Chapters 


Chapter II deals with the Kerameikos cemetery during 
its earliest phases, from the Submycenaean to the Late 
Protogeometric period. After a short description of the 
history of the research, the types of tombs and the burial 
groups are examined. The problems related to the relative 
chronological sequence of the graves and to their absolute 
dating are taken into consideration. 


Chapter III concerns the amphorae in more detail. Their 
use inside the graves and their relation to the gender of 
the dead are examined. Starting from the present state of 
research, most of the chapter is dedicated to setting out 
the new typology proposed, based on the drawings of 
the vessels. The decorative motifs and the macroscopic 
characterization of the fabric are examined separately, and 
then they are correlated to the vase types. At the end of the 
chapter, a catalogue of the amphorae — ordered according to 
their relative chronological sequence — contains schematic 
information about the characteristics of the vessels and 
their contexts of origin. 


Chapter IV deals in further detail with the graves in which 
the amphorae were found. The possibility to reconstruct 
the contexts from which these vessels came, thanks to the 
descriptions in the original publications, is an added value. 
The burials belonging to the so-called “trench-and-hole” 
type have been divided in three areas: the trench with the 
remains of the pyre, the hole containing the amphora-urn 


° An exception is given by the tombs A, B, C, D, E, IN, 2N, 3N 
conventionally preceded by the term PG; this is probably due to the 
fact that, since their first publication, they have not been considered 
Submycenaean. 

'© Schlérb Vierneisel 1966. 


and the cinerary urn itself. In each, objects may turn up, 
and their presence and frequency has been examined. 
The target of this analysis was the reconstruction of 
the funerary rite, making a comparison with the rituals 
described in the Homeric poems. A paragraph is dedicated 
to the osteological data, concerning both human and 
animal bones, and similar to explain the cluster analysis 
conducted. Finally, the list of the burials with amphorae 
closes the chapter; as for the amphorae, here too the tombs 
have been organized according to a relative chronological 
sequence. 


Chapter V concerns the cremation rite, examined through 
the archaeological and literary evidence. In order to 
better understand the appearance and the development of 
this funerary rite at Athens, the cremations in Perati and 
Salamis have been included. Finally, a reappraisal of the 
theories concerning the diffusion of the cremation burial 
rite in the Aegean have been considered. 


The plates are of fundamental significance; in particular, 
the drawings underpin the proposed typology, while 
those displaying the objects in context give an idea of the 
materials found in each tomb containing an amphora and 
of the position that they occupied in the grave. To facilitate 
the reading of the plates showing the burial contexts, each 
object has been marked with a letter depending on the area 
of the grave in which it was found: “a” for the items put 
inside the amphora-urn; “g” for the grave goods found 
in the hole with the urn for the cremations or together 
with the skeleton for the inhumations; “p” for the objects 
from the pyre debris; “m” for the grave markers placed 
outside the burial. 


2 


The Kerameikos Early Cemetery 


2.1. History of research 


The Kerameikos site is located north-west of the city of 
historical times. It consists of a small valley crossed by the 
Eridanos river; being a seasonal torrent, this was dry during 
some periods of the year, while overflowing at others. In 
the prehistoric period, it often changed its course (Plate 1) 
and flooded the surrounding areas that were consequently 
swampy and unfit for habitation''. Accordingly, the site 
was used for two main activities: as a burial ground and as 
a source of raw materials for pottery making”. 


Systematic excavations on the site started in 1870. The area 
lay under eight meters of soil that had eroded from the higher 
levels of the city over the centuries. Some finds during the 
construction of Piraeus street, begun in 1861, persuaded the 
Greek Archaeological Society to initiate regular excavations 
under the direction of St. Koumanoudes, who found some 
burial monuments and the inscription “Horos Kerameikou”. 
In the following years, the Greek Archaeological Society 
collaborated with the German archaeologists A. Brueckner 
and F. Noack, who investigated part of the city wall and its 
gates, the Pompeion and some adjacent areas. In 1913, the 
Greek government entrusted the excavations to the German 
Archaeological Institute: the directors were Brueckner and 
H. Knackfuss. After an interruption due to the First World 
War, the works resumed in 1926 thanks to the help of an 
industrialist, G. Oberlaender. Brueckner and K. Kiibler 
investigated the Pompeion, while the graves beneath it were 
dug some years later by Ktibler and W. Kraiker. In 1931, 
the old church of Agia Triada was demolished in order to 
investigate the mound below: this yielded graves dated from 
the 10" century B.C. to the Roman age, studied by Ktibler. 
Another interruption was caused by the Second World War; 
the excavations resumed only in 1955, under the direction 
of D. Ohly. From 1961 to 1975, F. Willemsen directed the 
excavation activity, exploring the area west of the Sacred 
Way, the so-called South Hill necropolis and the area between 
the Dromos and the Sacred Way; U. Knigge succeeded 
him. From 1995, the excavations were directed by W.-D. 
Niemeyer; currently they are pursued by J. Stroszeck’’. 


The first Submycenaean and Protogeometric burials of the 
Kerameikos area were dug by Brueckner and Kiibler, and 
after by Kubler and Kraiker; published first in preliminary 
reports'*, they then were converted into volumes I and IV 


" Knigge 1988, 166-168; Stroszeck 2014, 26-29. 

” Banou and Bournias 2014, 17-18. 

3 Knigge 1988, 14; Banou and Bournias 2014, 20-25. 

4 Brueckner 1926, 134-138; Kiibler, Eilmann and Kraiker 1932, 195— 
196, 204-208; Kiibler 1933, 278-279; Kraiker 1934, 229-236; Kiibler 
1935, 276-286; Kiibler 1936, 181-182, 191-192; Kiibler 1938, 586-587, 
589-596; Brueckner 1927, 738; Buschor 1928, 51. 


of the Kerameikos series'’. In 1964, some graves of the 
same period were dug in the area of the Sacred Way and 
published by B. Schlérb Vierneisel in 1966'°. From 1966 
to 1995, other graves (SM 115 — SM 148) were opened by 
W. Hoepfener'’, B. von Freytag gen. Léringhoff'® and U. 
Knigge: all were ultimately edited by F. Ruppenstein in 
2007”. 


The Kerameikos necropolis was the first to be entirely dug 
and published among the Early Iron Age cemeteries and 
burial grounds in Athens. For this reason the materials 
found in the Kerameikos burials are considered as the 
corner-stone of the dating and classification of the local 
Submycenaean, Protogeometric and Geometric pottery. G. 
Karo in 1943 wrote: “A complete sequence of these phases 
[from Submycenaean to Geometric] has been established 
for Attica, through the stratification of the Kerameikos 
cemetery””®. 


2.2. Tomb types 


From the Submycenaean phase onward, the Kerameikos 
site attracts a high number of burials. For the previous 
ages, the conditions seem different. In the Early Middle 
Helladic period, some scattered graves appear in this area. 
During the Mycenaean times, the Eridanos valley scarcely 
shows any trace of human attendance, except for some 
pottery fragments and a stirrup-jar with a painted octopus 
that could perhaps come from a tomb; it is hard to say 
if the Kerameikos site of this period was truly devoid 
of any presence, or if, more probably, there were some 
graves, that were destroyed by the construction of the later 
buildings”'. 


During the time span from the Submycenaean to the 
Protogeometric period, burials comprise inhumations 
(cist graves, slab-covered pits, pit graves, shaft graves) or 
cremations (urn burial and ash pit). 


2.2.1. Inhumation: cist grave, slab-covered pit, pit 
grave, shaft grave 


Cist grave 


During the Submycenaean period, the most common 
burial construction is the cist grave (in the Kerameikos 


'S Kerameikos I; Kerameikos IV. 

'6 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 1-111. 

'7 Kerameikos X, 9-13. 

'S von Freytag gen. Loringhoff 1995, 647-649. 
'S Kerameikos XVIII. 

20 Karo 1943, II. 

21 Tbid., 14; Banou and Bournias 2014, 29. 
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site 96 Submycenaean tombs out of 133 belong to this 
type). These graves are characterized by a rectangular 
pit lined with stone slabs, usually two on the short 
side and from two to six on the long side, and are also 
covered by stone slabs”. In the Aegean, cist graves 
began in the Late Neolithic; during the Mycenaean 
times they are widespread in most of the Greek regions. 
Sometimes the space between the vertical slabs and the 
sides of the pit was filled with small stones, a custom 
documented especially at Athens, in the Kerameikos, and 
Lefkandi®. 


Slab-covered pit 


Slab-covered pits were not so frequent in the 
Submycenaean times. They required less work than the 
cist tombs and could be divided into two groups: one set 
contains the graves with a ledge at the top to accommodate 
the covering slabs, the other groups together the graves 
that seem without a ledge. This type of grave probably had 
its origin in the Argolid, but in Attica it was quite rare’. 


Pit grave 


Pit graves consist of a simple pit dug into the ground or the 
bedrock, that is usually not deeper than 0.50 m. Among the 
Submycenaean burials, 21 of the total 133 are pit graves”. 


Shaft grave 


Shaft graves consist of a deep shaft lined with stones, 
sometimes too with slabs in the lower part; this lining 
supported a covering made of wood or stones. This burial 
construction is not known in the Kerameikos, but there 
is a similar unlined structure called “Steinschiittung”’, 
that can be included among such. These tombs are not 
very frequently attested and are used only during the 
Submycenaean phase. They are characterized by a deep 
pit (1.5—2 m), filled with soil and without any ledge. One 
or two layers of covering small stones were put over the 
deceased, whose body in some cases was first covered 
with a thin layer of soil’*. 


2.2.2. Cremation: urn burial and ash pit 


Cremation burials contain most of the amphorae and will be 
treated in more detail; they are not very widespread during 
the Submycenaean time, though they increase during the 
Transitional phase and then constitute the majority of the 
graves during the Protogeometric period. 


Cremations can be primary, when the corpse is burned in 
the grave where it will be buried, and secondary, when 
the remains from the pyre where the deceased has been 


22 Kerameikos XVIII, 248. 
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burned are collected and buried in a different place. In the 
Kerameikos site the cremations from the Submycenaean 
to the Protogeometric period are almost always secondary 
and in an urn; only in a few cases (PG 1, PG 3N, PG 8, 
PG 9, PG 10, PG 33, PG E, and probably PG 36, PG 42, 
PG 46, that have been damaged by later graves) can they 
be defined as an ash pit: the cremations were without an 
urn, with the remains of the dead and of the pyre thrown 
directly in a pit. In this latter case, it is hard to say if the 
cremation is primary or secondary. E. Smithson, who 
coined the term “simple cremation” for this type of burial, 
considered it primary, arguing that the pit was the place 
where the cremation was performed*’. The small size of 
the pit has been explained by suggesting that the dead 
body was set in a contracted position on the pyre, while 
the absence of traces of burning could be due to the fact 
that the fire was set above the pit or even that the pit was 
dug into the burnt earth only after that fire had subsided”. 
The debate on the matter, however, can be still considered 
open. 


In the Kerameikos secondary cremations the urn is always 
an amphora, except for the tomb SM 138, where an 
oinochoe is used as container for the deceased’s burned 
bones. In the case of the Submycenaean cremations usually 
the cinerary vase was located in a simple hole, without any 
remains of the pyre (e.g. the tombs SM 56, SM 67 and SM 
75); the grave SM 126 has also a rectangular pit above the 
hole, but again without any pyre debris”. 


From the Transitional and for all the Protogeometric 
years, the majority of the tombs belong to the well-known 
trench-and-hole type: an upper rectangular trench was 
dug into the ground in order to contain the remains of the 
pyre; in the trench base was dug a round hole to contain 
the urn, sometimes together with other few items. At the 
beginning of the Protogeometric, the hole was dug in the 
middle of the trench, while during the rest of the period 
and until the Middle Geometric phase it was located to 
an end. 


The urn-hole was quite often topped by stone slabs (tombs 
SM 56, SM 126, SM 145, SM 146, PG B, PG 3, PG 4, PG 
5, PG 6, PG 13, PG 15, PG 17, PG 24, PG 25, PG 30, PG 
31, PG 34, PG 35, PG 39, PG 40, hS 76, hS 101), or also 
by stones (tombs PG A, PG 7, PG 18, PG 26, PG 27, PG 
28, PG 29), by a mix of stones and clay (tombs PG 37, PG 
38, PG 43), or only by a layer of clay (tomb PG 47); the 
urn inside the hole could be closed by a slab or by vases 
used as stoppers. 


Among the remains of the pyre it was possible to find 
burned soil, ashes, charcoal, burned and unburned pottery 
sherds, and also animal bones; the space above was often 
filled by soil. In several cases the debris of the pyre formed 
a small mound at the end opposite to where the hole was 
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located (PG 15, PG 19, PG 27, PG 32, PG 49). In the case 
of the graves PG 5 and PG 39, the ashes were also placed 
in the hole, on the shoulder of the cinerary vase. Particular 
attention should be paid to the tombs PG 16 and PG 49, 
because among the debris of the pyre some fragments of 
bricks were found: it is plausible that they belong to some 
substructure of the funerary pyre*’. 


It seems possible to identify the area where the cremations 
took place during the Submycenaean period: it is a burnt 
layer not far from the tomb SM 133, that lies directly on 
the gravel of the river bed and that is covered by another 
layer belonging to the Submycenaean phase. In particular 
the graves SM 56, SM 67 and SM 138 are located not far 
from this layer and all lack remains of the pyre*!. 


For the Protogeometric period, we have no evidence of 
the places used for burning the dead on the pyre in the 
Kerameikos site, so the presence of the bricks in the 
previous mentioned tombs PG 16 and PG 49 could be the 
proof that the pyre structure was built next to the tomb and 
that it was destroyed after the cremation rite. In the case of 
the later tomb of the Agora H 16:6 (Rich Athenian Lady), 
belonging to the Geometric period, “crude brick and 
perhaps lumps of clay seem to have been used as supports 
to ease the draft”*’; in other graves of the Agora fire- 
hardened clay surrounded the tomb pits**. Also in some 
Kerameikos graves of the Geometric time fragments of 
burned bricks were found (G 14, G 30, G 35, G 37, G 42, 
G 43, G 76)**. According to Smithson and Papadopoulos, 
the lack of evidence for the areas used to site the pyre can 
be explained by the fact that the tomb was cut into the 
burned earth after the fire of the pyre was extinguished, 
so essentially the cremation took place on the same area 
as the grave*. 


Above the tomb there was a small mound of earth that 
marked it, a heap of stones as in the case of the tomb 
SM 103, or sémata in perishable materials that have not 
survived: the burials in fact only very rarely overlap or cut 
each other so they should have been well visible from the 
surface. During the Late Protogeometric, two graves, PG 
37 and PG 38, present an amphora used as séma (in the 
case of PG 38 together with a limestone block), slightly 
sunk into the ground surface and right over the ash urn 
(Plate 44). The use of a large vase, an amphora or a krater, 
as a marker, will be a most widespread custom in the later 
Geometric period. 


2.3. Burial grounds 
The graves from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric 


period have been found in three different funerary areas 
(Plate 1): one located under the later Pompeion building 
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(Pompeionnekropole), north of the Eridanos river (Plates 
2, 3), another one located south of the Eridanos river 
(Nekropole stidliche des Eridanos), beneath the demolished 
old church of Agia Triada (Plate 4), while a few tombs 
were found not far from the Sacred Way (Heilige Strafe) 
(Plate 6). 


Both the aggregations of tombs north and south of the 
Eridanos show the characteristics of a “flat cemetery”. 
According to Snodgrass a cemetery is “a clearly designed 
area set aside, [...] exclusively for burial use, with some 
degree of formality, and normally with few explicit criteria 
for exclusion or inclusion’”**. In the “flat cemetery” one 
can walk between the graves, which are a private place, 
while the area itself is not; the tombs are arranged in a 
compact, homogeneous and regular alignment, and they 
can be usually grouped in smaller plots*’. 


The earliest burials are the ones under the Pompeion 
building (Plate 2); some of them date back to the Late 
Helladic HI C Late, but the majority belong to the 
Submycenaean phase. P. A. Mountjoy was the first to 
recognize some Late Helladic III C Late tombs among the 
Submycenaean ones (SM 4, SM 17, SM 19, SM 27, SM 42, 
SM 51, SM 61, SM 62, SM 63, SM 69, SM 87, SM 91, SM 
103), on the basis of stylistic criteria and comparing the 
pottery with specimens from Mycenae, Tiryns, Lefkandi 
and Perati**. Ruppenstein accepts this earlier chronology 
only for some of the graves identified by Mountjoy, but 
recognizes another two cremation burials that, according 
to the scholar, belong to the end of the Late Bronze Age: 
SM 138, a cremation in a jug, and SM 67, a cremation in 
an amphora’’. 


The burial ground is used also during the Transitional 
phase between Submycenaean and Protogeometric, 
though in the Protogeometric period we find but a very 
few tombs. Reviewing the Submycenaean burials, it is 
possible to point out the presence of two main groups of 
tombs: one, that includes almost all the graves located 
north of the flood area and that contains both inhumations 
and cremations, and the other west of the flood area that 
includes only inhumations (Plate 2). 


Considering the Transitional graves, we have again two 
main groups: the first one, north of the flood area, contains 
inhumations and cremations, while the other one, located 
west of the flood area and the group of Submycenaean 
graves previously described, includes only a few 
cremations. This latter set of burials grouping the graves 
SM 145, SM 146, PGA (double), PG B is very significant, 
because of their shared similarities not only with regard 
to the ritual, the physical proximity and the chronology, 
but also in some cases the grave goods. For example both 
in PG A west and PG B was found a set of weapons — a 
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spearhead and a dagger (Plates 49 a 1—a2,50a1-—-a 2), 
that does not occur in other cases; in SM 146 and PGA 
east there were two skyphoi (Plates 48 p 1, 49 g 2), similar 
in shape and decoration and with no close comparisons 
from the other tombs. 


Concluding, we can affirm that there is a group north of the 
flood area that includes inhumations and cremations and 
one west of the flood area that during the Submycenaean 
time includes a high number of inhumations without 
cremations, while during the Transitional phase it yields 
only a few cremations, with any inhumation. Within each 
of these macrogroups it is possible to recognise other 
smaller groups of graves“. 


The cemetery south of the Eridanos river (Plate 4) seems to 
start as the one under the Pompeion declines; it is possible 
to observe an overlap between the first graves of the former 
and the last ones of the latter. In this burial ground, the 
graves seem to be arranged into more or less ordered rows: 
the most ancient burials that belong to the Transitional and 
Early Protogeometric time are in the northern area, the 
Late Protogeometric ones are south. This trend continues 
also in the Geometric period, when the burials are disposed 
further south still from the Protogeometric ones. 


It is worth noting that the cemetery should probably 
extend wider than the area brought to light because 
some Protogeometric graves had been destroyed in the 
construction of a tumulus in the 6" century B.C. A high 
number of Protogeometric sherds, in fact, were found 
in it". 


2.4. The relative sequence of the graves from the 
Submycenaean to the Protogeometric period: state of 
research 


2.4.1. The cemetery on the north bank of the Eridanos 
river (Pompeion cemetery) 


The Kerameikos necropolis is characterized by the lack 
of a vertical micro-stratigraphy. Considering firstly the 
Pompeion burial ground (Plate 2), only in a very few cases 
do the tombs overlap (SM 135 is cut by the later SM 134 
and SM 128 cuts the grave SM 127%). How may one find 
a method to establish a relative sequence of these burials 
without using the stratigraphical data? According to some 
scholars who adopt a multi-dimensional approach, the 
characteristics of the graves (e.g. location, type of burial, 
orientation of the deceased) have to be primarily taken into 
account, together with the stylistic analysis of the grave 
goods (though this may be assigned a more marginal 
role). Kraiker, for example, believed that the orientation 
distinguished the earlier graves from the later ones: the 
former, located in the south-western area of the burial 
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ground, would be arranged in parallel rows orientated 
north-east to south-west, while the latter spread to the 
north and the east™*. His theory influenced many scholars 
who assigned more importance to the physical nature of 
the tombs than to any stylistic analysis of the grave goods. 
Among these we can place C.-G. Styrenius, who allocated 
the burials arranged in parallel rows to the earlier phase. 
Taking into account this horizontal stratigraphy together 
with the style of the pottery, he divided the Submycenaean 
graves into four chronological phases: Early, Middle, Late 
A and B*. However he was conscious that this method 
was not safe and, since he took into account the horizontal 
stratigraphy, his results were not so different from the ones 
achieved by Kraiker. 


G. Krause has re-examined the Kerameikos cemetery, 
organizing the chronological phases into Zeitstufen: the 
Submycenaean period was divided into the Zeitstufen 
1, 2a and 2b, while the Zeitstufe 3 grouped together the 
Transitional and Early Protogeometric times. The scholar 
considered the stylistic analysis of the grave items, the 
horizontal stratigraphy and the burial customs. The results 
of his study on the topographical evolution of the burial 
ground are again not so far different from the ones reached 
by Kraiker: for him too the earlier graves are arranged in 
parallel rows in the south-western area and the others are 
later, due to their different orientation**. 


J. K. Papadopoulos has made a critical review of I. Morris’ 
and J. Whitley’s monographs and their methods regarding 
the analysis of the burials. The scholar censures the results 
reached by the former as a “frightfully circular argument*””. 
According to Papadopoulos, Krause considers variations 
in mortuary customs as the result of a diachronic change, 
on which he bases his relative chronology and his division 
into Zeitstufen; Morris accepts Krause’s chronological 
sequence, but at the same time he uses the same variations 
as a proof of a synchronic differentiation due to the status 
of the dead in life**. In his reply, Morris affirms that in the 
method used by Krause there is a danger of circularity, but 
that it regards only the Pompeion burial ground and did 
not involve the main argument of his work”. 


Taking into account principally the characteristics of the 
graves can give rise to the risk of seeing the synchronic 
differentiations as diachronic variations. For example the 
location of a tomb can be due to the organization of the 
burials along a main route, or around a more ancient or 
important group of graves, or can be influenced by criteria 
that elude us just because the evidence is lost*’; a reliance 
only on chronological explanation is not enough. Mountjoy 
and Ruppenstein adopted a different method, preferencing 
the stylistic analysis of the pottery found into the burials 
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above the characteristics of the graves. Their results, even 
if different, contradict the topographical evolution of the 
Pompeion burial ground as proposed by Kraiker. 


As previously said, Mountjoy identified thirteen graves 
that date back to the Late Helladic III C Late: these tombs 
not only anticipate the accepted beginning of the use of the 
area, but they are also scattered around the burial ground 
and are not organized into parallel rows*', in opposition to 
Kraiker’s theory. 


In 2007, Ruppenstein published thirty two graves from the 
Pompeion area (SM 115-148, omitting the later tombs SM 
132, SM 137, SM 139), that date back to Late Helladic 
Ill C Late, Submycenaean and Transitional times. He 
divided the grave goods into groups (Sti/gruppen), taking 
into consideration their style: according to him, the regular 
co-occurrence of stylistic pottery groups can be explained 
only by chronological reasons and synchrony. The author 
is aware that a pottery style does not always correspond 
to a single chronological phase and two different styles 
can be contemporary™. If the pottery that belongs to the 
same stylistic groups is generally found together in the 
same tomb and not in association with vases of other 
stylistic groups, it is possible that this pottery corresponds 
to a chronological phase; obviously this method can be 
adopted only if we are working with closed contexts, as in 
the Kerameikos cemetery™. 


Following this principle, Ruppenstein proposed a relative 
sequence of these burials together with the published 
ones, dividing them into phases (Stufen). Submycenaean 
is split up into the Stufen T°, Il and III, while Transitional 
corresponds to the Stufe IV. The burials without grave 
gifts are classified into Stufe I-III and Stufe IV according 
to the orientation and the position of the tomb, but they 
are not included into the topographical examination of the 
cemetery”. 


Observing the patterning of the graves according to the 
relative sequence proposed by Ruppenstein, it is possible 
to note that their arrangement and orientation does not 
relate to their chronology. Only after including the 
stylistic analysis of the grave gifts, did the scholar take 
into account the position and orientation of the tombs 
that belonged now to the same phase, grouping the ones 
that present similarities (Grabgruppen). In this case the 
characteristics of the tombs are examined only after 
the pottery analysis, so the results are different from 
the ones reached by Kraiker. According to Ruppenstein 
in the earlier phase (Stufe I) there are at least seven of 
these groups: the first is constituted by SM 61-SM 64; 
the second by SM 129, SM 105 and SM 106; the tombs 
SM 87-SM 89 form the third set (probably also with SM 
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86), while the fourth consists of the graves SM 142-SM 
144; a further group is made up by SM 17, SM 19 and 
probably SM 10; finally the closeness of the inhumations 
SM 130 and SM 131 and the cremations SM 138 and SM 
67 could indicate a connection*’. During the second phase 
(Stufe II) the groups of burials previously identified tend 
to expand, even if it is difficult to establish their limits, 
while during the third phase (Stufe II) there is a shift of 
the graves towards the edges of the burial ground, away 
from the area flooded by the Eridanos river: SM 97, SM 
98 and SM 100 could here constitute a group**. The trend 
observable during the third phase continues also during 
the Transitional time (Stufe IV), when there are three 
groups of graves proposed: SM 145, SM 146, PG A, PG 
B, all cremations, form the first one, the second includes 
PG IN, PG 2N and PG 3N, while the third groups together 
six burials (SM 115-SM 120)°. 


2.4.2. The cemetery on the south bank of the Eridanos 
river (Agia Triada cemetery and Sacred Way graves) 


This burial ground too lacks a stratigraphical sequence 
(Plate 4, 6): only two groups of Late Protogeometric tombs 
overlap. The first is constituted by PG 35, that is cut by PG 
36 and PG 37; the last one is in turn cut by PG 38%. All 
these graves belong to the same chronological phase and it 
is improbable that they intersected accidentally. Moreover 
PG 37 is the first tomb to have a ceramic marker, an 
amphora put immediately over the one used as the ash- 
urn; also grave PG 38, a little bit later, was provided with 
a big amphora outside the grave, together with a limestone 
block. As previously explained, it is plausible that the 
other burials were marked with a small mound of earth or 
a heap of stones. Given all this, any overlapping should be 
intentional. In the case of the tombs PG 35-PG 38 however, 
it is necessary to stress that the plan demonstrates that the 
cuts are limited to the very edges. Clearly they did not 
want to destroy the earlier burials. 


The second group of graves is formed by PG 46, cut by PG 
40, that is covered by PG 41 and also cut by PG 42; PG 46 
is also cut by the Geometric tomb G 2°. For this group of 
burials the overlapping was again probably intentional; in 
the case of PG 40 and PG 42, the overlap involves only the 
edges. PG 41, however, covers completely PG 40, though 
from the plan it seems to not destroy it. On the contrary the 
Early Geometric tomb G2, a male cremation burial with 
weapons, pretty much does completely do away with the 
earlier PG 46. 


In order to establish a relative chronology of the burials, 
the scholars have followed different criteria. Kubler, for 
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example, worked up a stylistic sequence of the objects 
found into the graves according to their shape and 
decoration. He recognized an earlier phase (Friihstufe), 
a transitional and ripe phase (Ubergang zur Mittelstufe 
and Reifer Stil) and a late phase (Spdtstufe)”. The stage of 
transition between Submycenaean and Protogeometric has 
been identified by Kraiker (Ubergangszeit)®. 


V. R. d’A. Desborough studied the Protogeometric pottery 
and, since most of the Athenian vases come from the 
Kerameikos site, it is possible to use his stylistic analysis 
in order to shed light on the relative sequence of the 
graves. He recognized a Transitional phase, displaying the 
characteristics of both Submycenaean and Protogeometric 
stages, and an Early, Ripe and Late phase“. I. S. Lemos 
studied the evidence from the Protogeometric Aegean 
and in her work a very important role is played by the 
Kerameikos materials and their stylistic analysis. She 
divided the period into Early, Middle and Late, identifying 
also a Transitional phase between Submycenaean and 


Protogeometric®. 


As was done for the Submycenaean burials of the Pompeion 
area, so also for the Protogeometric graves south of the 
Eridanos river Krause has elaborated the relative sequence 
basing his account mainly the characteristics of the tombs. 
To the Zeitstufe 3, that included the Transitional and Early 
Protogeometric, he added Zeitstufe 4, corresponding to 
the Middle Protogeometric, and Zeitstufe 5, the Late 
Protogeometric®. 


Finally Ruppenstein, even though his work is focused on the 
Pompeion Submycenaean burials, took into account also 
some Transitional graves south of the river and in the area 
of the Sacred Way. Using the stylistic analysis the tombs 
PG 1, PG 3, PG 13, PG 14, PG 22, PG 23, PG 24, hS 74, 
hS 76, hS 92a have been included into the Stufe IV, while 
the graves PG 2, PG 25, hS 101 go into the Stufe IV-V°. 
His chronological sequence is somewhat in contrast with 
the one proposed by Kiibler: thus the graves PG 3, PG 13, 
PG 14, PG 24 belong to the Transitional phase according 
to the former and to the Early Protogeometric period for 
the latter. Ruppenstein’s relative chronology is also in 
conflict with the one proposed by Schlérb Vierneisel for 
the graves dug in the area of the Sacred Way: according to 
the excavator hS 74, hS 76 and hS 101 belong to the Early 
Protogeometric, hS 92a to an intermediate phase between 
Early and Middle Protogeometric and hS 117a to the 
Middle-Late Protogeometric®; according to Ruppenstein 
they all date back in the Transitional stage. 


It is worth nothing that, even if in the Pompeion area 
the relative sequences of the burials are different, due 
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to the different methods used by the scholars, yet for 
the graves located south the river the sequence is very 
similar, even if arrived at by different criteria. The graves 
that belong to the earlier stages, from Submycenaean to 
Early Protogeometric, cluster in the northern part of the 
burial ground; a few Middle Protogeometric tombs are 
located in two groups slightly to the south, while the Late 
Protogeometric ones are even further south, arranged in a 
sort of a row, north of the Geometric ones. 


The differences in the relative chronology are between 
Kiibler’s and Krause’s results. Tomb PG 5 dates back 
to the transition with the Middle Protogeometric for the 
former, but is Early Protogeometric for the latter; the 
graves PG 30 and PG 31 are dated later by the first and 
belong to the Middle Protogeometric for the second. 
According to Lemos, who used the same stylistic criteria, 
the tombs PG 5, PG 30 and PG 31 all date to the Middle 
Protogeometric®. 


Even if it is possible to establish a more or less uniform 
relative sequence of the graves, it is more difficult to 
determine the real length of the whole period under 
discussion and of the phases into which it is traditionally 
divided. 


2.5. The absolute chronologies 


The absolute chronology of the so called “Dark Ages” is 
based on the stylistic analysis of the materials found in 
graves dug in places such as Athens, Argos and Knossos, 
where the amount of finds dating to this period is higher. 
The chronology has been determined from the linking of 
the stylistic sequence obtained from the materials of the 
previous mentioned sites with some actual events that 
especially concern the Near East and that are set within a 
secure absolute chronology”. 


According to Snodgrass, the first useful date is the one 
when the Philistine raiders are repelled from Egypt during 
the eighth year of Rameses’ III reign, namely in 1191 
B.C. Some years after this event the Philistines adopted a 
painted pottery style influenced by a Mycenaean one, just 
before the latter moved to the mature Mycenaean IIIC IB 
stage’'. However, to give a certain absolute date to this 
pottery is quite difficult, as also applies for the later phases 
like Submycenaean and Protogeometric. Some dates 
can be obtained through the Greek items found in Near 
East sites with a secure chronology, by comparisons with 
Cyprus or with Magna Greece and the Sicilian colonies, of 
which the foundation dates can be deduced from the later 
written sources. The main dilemma remains because of the 
fact that from Late Helladic III C to the Archaic Age there 
are not enough archaeological sites linked to historical 
events with a certain absolute chronology. Moreover, 
the Aegean items found in the Near East do not offer a 
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Tab. 1. The relative chronological sequences proposed by the main authors for the Submycenaean and the Protogeometric 


period. 
Kerameikos | Desborough Krause Kerameikos 
Kerameikos I IV 1952 Styrenius 1967 1975 Lemos 2002 XVIII 

SUBMYCENAEAN _ |Submykenisch Submycenaean |Early Zeitstufe |Submycenaean | Stufe I 

Submycenaean |1 

Middle Zeitstufe Stufe II 

Submycenaean  |2a 

Late Zeitstufe Stufe I 

Submycenaean A |2b 
TRANSITIONAL Ubergangszeit Transitional Late Zeitstufe | Transitional Stufe IV 

Submycenaean B |3 

Transitional Stufe IV-V 
EARLY Friihstil Friihstufe Rise of Early 
PROTOGEOMETRIC Protogeometric Protogeometric 

style 
MIDDLE Reifer Stil Ubergang zur |Ripe Ripe Zeitstufe |Middle 
PROTOGEOMETRIC Mittelstufe Protogeometric |Protogeometric |4 Protogeometric 
Mittlestufe — 
Reifer Stil 

LATE Spatstil Spdatstufe Late Late Zeitstufe |Late 
PROTOGEOMETRIC Protogeometric |Protogeometric [5 Protogeometric 


solution, since the chronology of the strata in which they 
were found is often uncertain”. 


2.5.1. Submycenaean 


The term “Submycenaean” was introduced by T. C. Skeat 
in 1934 in order to describe the grave goods from the 
cemetery of Salamis, in Attica; the author chose this term 
to express its close connection with the Late Helladic III 
stage”. 


The main dispute today regards its nature: according to 
some scholars it is a pottery style, while according to 
others it can be considered a chronological phase. The two 
concepts are not necessarily compatible because a style 
can be attested over several chronological phases, while a 
single phase can include more than one style; a single style 
can also be characteristic of a single phase without fully 
matching chronologically with it”. 


According to Desborough’s first hypothesis, this could not 
be considered a phase extending later than the end of the 
Bronze Age, but was rather an Attic style contemporary 
with the Late Helladic III C Late stages’. However in 
1972, due to new discoveries, he expanded its geographical 
limits including also other regions such as the Argolid, 
Euboea, Boeotia and Elis, and considered it a real cultural 
phase”. 


” Fantalkin, Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015, 25-26. 
® Skeat 1934, 28. 

™ Ruppenstein 2003, 183. 

® Desborough 1964, 258. 

Desborough 1972. 


In two independent works Deshayes and Styrenius agreed 
to consider the Submycenaean as a chronological phase 
different from the Late Helladic III C Late”’. 


On the contrary, Snodgrass thought that it could be 
considered a local and variant pottery style of Western 
Attica, contemporary to the latest Mycenaean evidence 
attested in the Argolid and other sites”*. 


Since the Submycenaean materials come mainly from 
funerary deposits, J. B. Rutter in 1978 stated that it was 
not a chronological phase, but a pottery style characteristic 
of those burials contemporary to the Late Helladic HI C 
Late settlements”. 


Rutter’s theory has been questioned by the finding at 
Tiryns and Mycenae of some Submycenaean fragments 
in layers that covered the ones dated to the Late Helladic 
Ill C Late: this should constitute the proof that the 
Submycenaean phase is later than the Late Helladic III C 
Late one*’. Also S. Deger-Jalkotzy gives a chronological 
value to this phase; in particular at Elateia~-Alonaki, in 
Phocis, it is possible to identify some layers between Late 
Helladic HI C Late and Protogeometric, dating back to 
the Submycenaean stage*!. In the Western Peloponnese, 
B. Eder recognizes “a stylistic distinctive Submycenaean 


7 Deshayes 1966; Styrenius 1967. 

8 Snodgrass [1970] 2000, 31. 

” Rutter 1978, 58-65. 

8° Mountjoy 1988, 1-5; Mountjoy 1999, 56. 

5! Deger-Jalkotzy 1998, 116; Deger-Jalkotzy 2009, 97; Deger-Jalkotzy 
2014, 41-52. 
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phase different from the preceding Late Helladic III C Late 
and a later Protogeometric one’”’®’. 


However, J. K. Papadopoulos argues that a clear 
stratigraphical sequence where Submycenaean layers 
cover Late Helladic III C Late ones and are in turn covered 
by Protogeometric ones is still lacking®. 


Ruppenstein, comparing the pottery from the earlier 
phase of the Kerameikos cemetery to the one of the last 
phase from the burials of Perati, demonstrated that Late 
Helladic III C Late and Submycenaean have different 
features. Moreover he opposed Mountjoy’s theory by 
which the earlier phase of the Kerameikos cemetery 
dates back to the Late Helladic III C Late, overlapping 
with the latest ones of the Perati cemetery. He stated that 
only five graves of the Stufe I contained Late Helladic 
III C Late items, too few to affirm that there is an 
overlap between these two sites. Probably the overlap 
between the last phase of Perati and the earlier of the 
Kerameikos is only partial, or vases belonging to the 
end of the Bronze Age have been deposited into later 
graves*, 


The debate about this argument is still open. Most scholars 
believe that the Submycenaean phase has a chronological 
value, even if some archaeologists still consider this stage 
contemporary to the end of the Bronze Age. 


2.5.2. The length of the Submycenaean and its absolute 
chronologies 


The length of the Submycenaean phase is not still defined. 
According to Snodgrass, it lasts at least 50 years or even 
more, starting in 1125/1100 B.C. and ending around 
1050/1040 B.C.*; in 1972 Desborough proposed a very 
similar dating*®, while a lower chronology, between 
1060/1040 and 1040/1000 B.C. has been proposed by 
Mountjoy*’. 


Styrenius and Krause divide this period into stages, 
without providing any observations about their length or 
the absolute dating. The former breaks up the period into 
three phases, Early, Middle and Late, the last one further 
divided into A and B®; the latter divides the Submycenaean 
into three Zeitstufen®. 


J. Whitley considers the Submycenaean different from 
Late Helladic III C Late, even if according to the author in 
some areas they slightly overlap”. 


® Eder 2009, 139. 

3 Papadopoulos, Damiata and Marston 2011, 199-200. 

4 Ruppenstein 2003, 183-192; Privitera 2013, 94-96; Privitera 2014, 
1260-1263. 

85 Snodgrass [1970] 2000, 123. 

86 Desborough 1972, 55. 

87 Mountjoy 1986, 8. 

88 Styrenius 1967, 25. 

89 Krause 1975, 29-32. 

°° Whitley 1991, 83-84. 


Lemos argues that the Submycenaean is a short period, 
strictly linked to the Late Helladic III C Late; its length 
would be of two generations or even less and would finish 
with the beginning of the Transitional stage, in 1020 B.C.” 
O. Dickinson also assigns to this phase less than two 
generations, but he takes it together with the Late Helladic 
III C: they would start in the 12" century B.C. and finish in 
the middle of the 11 century B.C.” 


Ruppenstein divides the Submycenaean into four phases 
(Stufen), each one covering a period of a generation, 
hypothesizing a total length of 100 years”; this is longer 
than the other chronologies, but it is worth noting that he 
takes into account also the Transitional phase (Stufe IV). 


At Elateia, Deger-Jalkotzy recognizes two phases which 
last for a total of 40-50 years™; Eder in her work about Elis 
proposes a chronological table in which the Submycenaean 
covers a period from 1075 to 1050 B.C.°° 


B. Weninger and R. Jung face up to the problem of the 
absolute chronology at the end of the Bronze Age: starting 
from the radiocarbon and dendro-dates of two sites in 
central Macedonia, Kastanas and Assiros, they re-examine 
the stratigraphical sequence of the sites and the absolute 
chronology from Late Helladic II C to the Protogeometric 
period. Their analysis of the Submycenaean phase has 
become quite complex because the original proposal to 
backdate to 1120 B.C. the beginning of the Protogeometric 
stage (and consequently the end of the Submycenaean 
phase) has been discarded, on the realization that the 
wood used for the analysis had been probably reused (“old 
wood” effect). Kastanas lacks an absolute chronology for 
the period that is the object of the study, so the scholars 
based their study on the comparison between the Aegean 
and Italy. They believe that the period is far from being 
short and it is in fact longer than Late Helladic III C Late: 
it would start around 1085/1080 B.C. and finish around 
1070/1040 B.C.%° 


Further radiocarbon dates have been offered by M. B. 
Toffolo etal. ina study about the sites of Lefkandi, Kalapodi 
and Corinth, in Greece. In this case the authors state that, 
at least in the above mentioned sites, Submycenaean is 
a definable chronological stage; however, it cannot be 
considered a long phase. They use the dating proposed 
by Weninger and Jung for the end of the Submycenaean 
(1070/1040 B.C.) as starting date of the period, while its 
end, together with the transition to the Protogeometric 
phase, would be around 1020/1000 B.C.*’ 


In another recent work, radiocarbon has been used to 
define the absolute chronology of the period from the 


°! Lemos 2002, 7, 26. 

* Dickinson 2006, 21. 

° Kerameikos XVIII, 269. 

* Deger-Jalkotzy 2009, 98. 

5 Eder 2001, 3, Fig. 1. 

°° Weninger and Jung 2009, 373-374, 389, 393, 416, fig. 14. 
7 Toffolo et al. 2013, 8, 10. 


Late Helladic III B2 to the Middle Geometric II. For the 
dating of the Late Helladic III C Late and Submycenaean 
has been taken into consideration the Philistine pottery 
associated with these two phases and found in the levels 
6 and 5 of Beth Shemesh and in the strata VIB e VB of 
Tel Migne, in Palestine. The proposed dating for the Late 
Helladic III C Late is 1100-1060 B.C. The Submycenaean 
slightly overlaps with this chronology and lasts ca. 50 
years, while the transition to the Protogeometric would 
date back to the second half of the 11" century, after 1050 
B.C.; the Protogeometric would start around 1025 B.C., 
as hypothesized by Desborough’’. However the authors 
do not deal with the Transitional phase, that has no well 
defined chronology. 


It is evident that there is no univocal proposal for the 
absolute chronology of the Submycenaean period. 
The lower ones proposed by Mountjoy and Lemos are 
supported by the radiocarbon study of Toffolo et al. In 
the case of Fantalkin’s work it is difficult to separate the 
Submycenaean from the Late Helladic HI C Late, since 
they are considered together. Finally a slightly higher 
chronology has been proposed by Eder and supported by 
the radiocarbon analyses made by Weninger and Jung; in 
this latter case the end of the period coincides with the 
dating proposed by Desborough and Snodgrass. 


2.5.3. Transitional and Protogeometric 


The Protogeometric period follows the Submycenaean and 
Transitional phase and is itself followed by the Geometric 
stage. The term “Protogeometric” was first introduced 
by B. Schweitzer in 1917 in order to differentiate its 
ceramic style from previous and later ones”. The term was 
accepted by Kraiker and Kiibler in their publication of the 
Kerameikos cemetery in 1939; in the same work Kraiker 
recognized also a transitional phase (Ubergangszeit) 
from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric stage, that 
presents characteristics of both the periods’. 


Unlike the Submycenaean stage, the Protogeometric one 
has a chronological value accepted by the totality of the 
scholars, while the Transitional phase until now has been 
clearly recognized only in Attica'”’. However, as stated by 
Ruppenstein, it is possible to identify pottery contemporary 
to the Athenian one in other areas of Greece. For example 
the grave T 31 at Mycenae contained, according to 
Desborough, vases that belong to the transition between 
Submycenaean and Protogeometric; these vessels are 
also similar from a stylistic point of view to others from 
Peloponnese’. Lemos includes in the Transitional phase 
some graves in Volos-Nea Ionia, in Lefkandi and the grave 
XXVIII in Tiryns'’. 


8 Fantalkin, Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015, 33-34, 37. 
° Schweitzer 1917. 

100 Kerameikos I, 140-144. 

101 Ruppenstein 2009, 328. 

12 Tbid.; Desborough 1973, 87-101. 

103 Ruppenstein 2009, 328; Lemos 2002, 10-13. 
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The Kerameikos Early Cemetery 


2.5.4. The length of the Transitional and 
Protogeometric periods and their absolute 
chronologies 


Protogeometric is usually divided in three — early, middle 
and late — and is preceded by the Transitional. Styrenius 
constitutes an exception to this, since after the transition 
from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric, he 
recognizes only two phases for the latter: middle and late. 
Krause merges into the Zeitstufe 3 the Transitional and 
Early Protogeometric; the Zeitstufen 4 and 5 correspond to 
the middle and late stages'™. 


Smithson, in some unpublished notes, proposes to 
divide the Protogeometric period into four phases 
named PG I-IV, based on the evidence from the graves 
and especially from the wells in the Agora; the first one 
overlaps partially with the Submycenaean, the second 
and the third could correspond to the early and middle 
stages, while the last one to the late phase’. However, 
as underlined by Dickinson, the dating is largely based 
on unpublished materials, so it is difficult to assess the 
proposal!°°. 


Except for a few cases, the scholars agree in dividing the 
Protogeometric into three phases, even if their length is 
not well defined. Desborough had previously fixed the 
beginning of the Protogeometric to 1025 B.C., the end 
of the early stage to 980 B.C., the end of the middle 
one to 960 B.C. and of the late one to 900 B.C.'°” Some 
years later the author backdated the start of the period 
to 1050 B.C.'°; he argued that the first two stages are 
very short (not more than 40 years together) and the first 
one partially overlaps the Submycenaean, while the later 
phase is longer (a century). His suggestions and estimates 
are mainly based on the number of graves belonging 
to each stage, together with the likelihood that the late 
phase, presenting more variations, would be longer and 
involve the influence of the Athenian style on the other 
regions'”. 


In terms of absolute dating, Snodgrass fixed the beginning 
of the Protogeometric to 1050/1040 B.C. and its end to 900 
B.C., without giving any chronology for the intermediate 
stages!!”, 


According to Morris, the Late Protogeometric lasts more 
than 75 years'''. Whitley agrees with the first dating 
given by Desborough (1025-900 B.C.) and states that 
the Protogeometric lasts 100-125 years, more than 
Submycenaean'”. 


104 Krause 1975, 57-76. 

'05 Papadopoulos 2003, 5, note 11; Agora XXXVI, 24. 
106 Dickinson 2006, 16. 

'\7 Desborough 1952, 294. 

'°8 Desborough 1972, 55. 

109 Thid., 134-135. 

"10 Snodgrass [1970] 2000, 123. 

"! Morris, 1987, 121. 

'2 Whitley 1991, 84. 
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In the chronological table proposed by Eder, Early 
Protogeometric starts in 1050 B.C., Middle Protogeometric 
in 975 B.C. and Late Protogeometric in 950 B.C.'2 


According to Lemos, the Transitional, Early and Middle 
Protogeometric each cover a generation (ca. 25 years), 
while Late Protogeometric would last ca. 50 years. She 
states that the transitional phase begins in 1020 B.C., Early 
Protogeometric in 1000 B.C.; 950 B.C. corresponds to 
the end of Middle Protogeometric, while the later phase 
finishes in 900 B.C.'"* 


Dickinson sums up all the main evidence for absolute 
chronology until 2006, concluding that the Protogeometric 
period cannot start later than ca. 1025 B.C., while the 
transition from Middle to Late Protogeometric is no later 
than ca. 950 B.C.'5 


Weninger and Jung fix the beginning of the Early 
Protogeometric to 1070/1040 B.C. and of the Middle 
Protogeometric to 1000 B.C.; the Late phase dates to the 
middle of the 10" century''®. In their chronological table 
the transitional phase is not present, so the Protogeometric 
follows directly the Submycenaean. 


According to the radiocarbon analyses made by Toffolo et 
al. the transition from Submycenaean to Protogeometric 
dates back to the second half of the 11" century (about 
1025 B.C.); the chronology of the Protogeometric period, 
instead, is still uncertain and they feel new data are 
needed!!”. 


In the work of Fantalkin et al. the Early Protogeometric 
phase is represented by the Cypro-Geometric IA finds, 
since there is no Greek pottery belonging to this period 
in the Near East. A vase of this stage has been found in 
Megiddo (stratum VIA); a Middle-Late Protogeometric 
Euboean lebes, probably contemporary to the Cypro- 
Geometric IB-II, has been brought to light at Tel Hadar, 
on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee; the dating of 
the two finds are very close. The materials from Tel Dor 
(stratum D2/8c) and Megiddo (level Q5), in Palestine, 
have been taken into account for the Late Protogeometric. 
The authors propose to date the beginning of the Early 
Protogeometric to 1025 B.C., while the start of the Middle 
Protogeometric is fixed to 1000 B.C. Due to the closeness 
of these periods and their short length it is difficult to 
understand when the Late Protogeometric starts, using the 
radiocarbon dating; the scholars accept the traditional date 
of 950 B.C.''* Once more, for the transitional phase no 
chronology has been proposed. 


As for the previous Submycenaean period, here too 
there is no univocal dating proposed. According to the 


"3 Eder 2001, 3. 

4 Lemos 2002, 26. 

"5 Dickinson 2006, 22. 

"6 Weninger and Jung 2009, fig. 14. 

"7 Toffolo et al. 2013, 7-8. 

"8 Fantalkin, Finkelstein and Piasetzky 2015, 34, 37. 


radiocarbon study of Weninger and Jung, the start of the 
Protogeometric period oscillates between 1070 and 1040 
B.C. The main problem is related to the Transitional, that 
has no certain chronology, but that at least in Attica is a 
well defined phase. Toffolo et al. fix the transition from 
the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric to 1025 B.C., a 
date which contrasts with the start of the Protogeometric 
proposed by Weninger and Jung. 


Almost all the scholars agree to fix the end of the period at 
900 B.C. More problematic is the dating of the three stages 
into which it is usually divided, because the arguments on 
which it is based are quite transient and insubstantial, and 
so need to be reviewed. 
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The Amphorae 


The term “amphora” derives from the Greek Gpoopstc; 
the etymology has origin from the words dui and pépetw 
— something possible to transport with two handles — and 
in Homer we find the original form du@imopetc!”. 


Ideograms representing an amphora date back to the Late 
Helladic III B and appear on the Linear B tablets found 
in Knossos, Pylos and Mycenae!”’; to Late Helladic III B 
and III C too date some vessels that can be considered the 
predecessors of the amphorae that are the objects of this 
study. 


In the Mycenaean times, rim-handled amphorae (FS 69) 
are attested, but they are very different in the shape of 
the body, of the neck and of the handles from the ones 
belonging to the Transitional and Protogeometric phases. 
These earlier vases are characterized by a globular or ovoid 
body, a tall neck and two large handles with a round or in 
some cases ovoid cross-section. The earliest specimens 
date to Late Helladic III B1 and the shape persists until 
Late Helladic III C Late, when it is replaced by the neck- 
handled amphora (FS 70); the latter appears in the second 
half of the Late Helladic II] C Middle, but becomes more 
common since III C Late: it is characterized by a globular 
or ovoid body, and a tall neck with a lip that sometimes can 
be hollowed. The belly-handled amphora (FS 58) appears 
in Late Helladic III C Early, but it spreads only during 
Il C Middle. The body has an ovoid shape, with a concave 
neck and round handles. Sometimes on the shoulder there 
are small vertical handles or nipples (mastoi). It is worth 
considering another vessel that is similar to the belly- 
handled amphorae in its shape and function: the collar- 
necked jar (FS 64 and especially FS 63). It has a globular 
shape, a cylindrical neck, sometimes slightly concave, and 
a vertical lip, with small horizontal or vertical handles or 
mastoi on the shoulder; this vessel appears in Late Helladic 
II B1, but become common only in HI C. The piriform jar 
(FS 37 and FS 38) could be also considered an ancestor 
of the shoulder-handled amphora, even if the shape of the 
body is very different!”!. 


In the domestic contexts these vessels were used to pour, 
transport and store liquids, such as wine, water, oil or 
milk, but we cannot exclude that they contained also solid 
food: at Chania, for example, a Minoan vase similar to 
the collar-necked jar contained three kilos of dried peas!””. 
Neck-handled amphorae have also been found in deposits 
of some Early Iron Age and also later wells in the Agora 


"9 Laurinsich 1929; Ath., XI, 501; Hom. Il., XXIII, 92. 

20 Mountjoy 1993, 81-82. 

21 Furumark 1972; Mountjoy 1986, 98, 125, 138, 160-162, 181, 185. 
'22 Mountjoy 1993, 123-124. 


of Athens, as pots to draw water!??. In addition to their 
storage function and to their use for transport on land, 
it can be hypothesized also that they were employed for 
maritime transport, probably only occasionally during the 
Protogeometric period but becoming more widely used in 
the later phases'*. 


3.1. Amphorae in context: as urn-vase, as grave 
equipment, in pyre refuse, as grave marker 


If in domestic contexts these vessels were used to store 
foods and drink, in funerary ones they usually held the 
cremated remains of the dead. In fact, the amphorae 
brought to light in the Kerameikos cemetery were almost 
always used as cinerary urns and their dissemination is 
related to that of the cremation ritual. Sometimes they 
were employed also as grave goods in inhumations, finding 
their way into the cremation burials as vases used during 
the funerary rite or used as a marker outside the tomb. 


Among the  Submycenaean, Transitional and 
Protogeometric graves of the Kerameikos cemetery, in 
only four cases have amphorae been found in inhumations, 
used as grave goods: in the tomb SM 33 a belly-handled 
amphora / collar-necked jar with a lid was found (Inv. 420); 
the grave SM 71 contained a neck-handled amphoriskos 
(Inv. 487), while in tomb SM 119 the excavators found 
only the lower part of an amphora (Inv. 9922); finally burial 
PG 22 contained a small belly-handled amphora (Inv. 923). 
In the tomb PG 1, a cremation without an urn, a small 
shoulder-handled amphora has been found (Inv. 531). 


In some cases the cremation burials contained two or more 
amphorae: one was used as urn, while the others were 
usually employed during the funerary ritual. In tomb PG 
4, for example, among the pyre remains were found the 
fragments of two amphorae (Inv. 767 and 598, probably 
a belly-handled amphora), together with a fragmentary 
belly-handled amphoriskos (Inv. 550). Also in grave PG 
5, in addition to the amphora-urn, there was a fragmentary 
belly-handled amphora (Inv. 756). Tomb PG 9 was 
disturbed by later graves: among the pyre refuse there were 
the fragments of three amphorae (Inv. 744, a belly-handled 
vessel, 745, 746). From the refuse of the pyre of tomb PG 
14 comes a fragmentary belly-handled amphora (Inv. 751), 
while from the pyre remains of the grave PG 39 comes 
a belly-handled amphoriskos (Inv. 2092). From the pyre 
debris of the tombs PG 34 and PG 43 come respectively 


'3 Agora VIII, 34; Papadopoulos 2007, 106. 

4 Knapp and Demesticha 2017, 133-147; it must be said that the 
presence of Attic pottery in the Aegean and mainland Greece increased 
in Late Protogeometric and Middle Geometric, but the quantity of Attic 
vases found outside Attica is relatively small (Seroglou 2009, 28). 
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the neck-handled amphorae Inv. 1071 and 1094, while 
the grave PG 40 contained two rim-handled amphoriskoi, 
closed by lids (Inv. 2012, 2013). In the case of the tomb 
PG 28, is there an amphoriskos found in the hole with the 
amphora used as urn: it is a small rim-handled vase (Inv. 
911) with two holes on the rim that should have been used 
to fix a lid. Other three rim-handled amphoriskoi — two 
from the grave goods and a fragment from the pyre debris — 
come from the tomb SM 146 (Inv. 9050, 9051, 9748). 


In two burials, PG 37 and PG 38, an amphora was used 
as marker outside the tomb: in the first case just a few 
fragments and the base (Inv. 1074) remain, while for the 
latter the belly-handled amphora (Inv. 1089) has been 
entirely recomposed. 


Taking into account the average height of the amphorae 
employed as grave goods in the inhumation burials, and in 
the cremation burials as urns and as markers, it has been 
possible to find a link between the use of these vessels and 
their dimensions (Plate 7). [have excluded from this analysis 
the fragmentary amphorae for which it is not possible to 
reconstruct the height and the ones found in the later grave 
mound, whose function is not certain. The amphorae that 
were found in the inhumations have a median height of 
20.13 cm, the ones employed during the cremation rite 
and found among the pyre debris are on average 24.68 cm, 
the cinerary urns 41.65 cm and the only marker entirely 
reconstructible stands at 69 cm. The variability in the height 
of these vessels is related to their use: the amphorae used as 
grave goods in the inhumations are smallest, followed by 
the ones used in the cremations; the urns, probably due to 
their function, are taller than the amphorae that contained 
food or drink, while the amphora employed as a marker is 
the loftiest because it had to be visible outside the grave. 


Considering the amphorae used as ums, it is possible to 
analyse their heights also from a chronological point of view 
(Plate 7). The Submycenaean urns have the lowest average 
height (33.63 cm), the Transitional ones are characterized by 
a slightly greater one (38.08 cm), while the Protogeometric 
ones are tallest (44.25 cm). This trend seems to continue 
also into the Early Geometric period: for example the urn 
from the grave G 7 (Inv. 898) is 46.5 cm high, the one from 
the tomb G 2 (Inv. 925) reaches 72.8 cm, while the slightly 
later one from G 74 (Inv. 254) is 72.2 cm high. 


It is possible thus to affirm that the height of the amphorae 
is due both to the function of the vessels in the grave 
and to their chronology. Probably the amphorae found in 
the inhumation burials are characterized by a small size 
because they were used as grave gifts and for their early 
chronology: in fact these graves are only Submycenaean 
and Transitional. The amphorae used as grave goods in the 
cremation burials are usually smaller than the ones used as 
ums in the same burials, for each period taken into account. 
These vessels were found often in a fragmentary condition 
among the refuse of the pyre and show traces of uneven 
exposure to the fire: some fragments are blackened, while 
others are not. The burned sherds sometimes join with the 


unburned ones (Plate 38, no. 6), so it is plausible that the 
vases were intentionally broken on the pyre or that they 
broke apart due to the high temperature reached by their 
contents. One might recall here the amphorae described 
in the Iliad, full of oil and honey, put on the pyre during 
Patroclos’ funeral!*°. 


The amphoriskos Inv. 911 (tomb PG 28), found in the hole 
with the urn, has no traces of burning. 


3.1.1. The amphora-urn and the gender of the dead 


Usually the shape of the amphora used as an urn goes with 
the gender of the deceased: the belly-handled vessels are 
associated with the female burials, while the neck-handled 
vases with the male ones. According to Boardman, this 
phenomenon is related to the function of the vases: the 
belly-handled amphorae were used to carry water in a 
period during which the hydriai were not widespread, so 
they were associated with the female activities, while the 
neck-handled amphorae contained wine, so were linked to 
the male sphere'°. However several hydriai of this period 
have been found into the Agora wells: they prove that this 
shape was not so rare’?’. 


The division of the urns into male and female types cannot 
be considered a totally fixed rule. Looking at the burials 
with osteological data, in ten cases the neck-handled 
amphorae contained male remains and in sixteen cases 
the belly-handled amphorae contained female remains. 
However, in the case of the male grave PG 24 the urn was 
a belly-handled amphora, while in the female burials PG 
19, PG 25 and PG 31 the urn was a neck-handled amphora. 
The osteological data are corroborated by the presence of 
other gender indicators in the graves: in the tomb PG 24 
the shield boss would confirm the male gender; the female 
gender is supported in grave PG 19 by a clay bead, in PG 
25 by a spindle whorl, a golden spiral and pins and in PG 
31 by pins and a handmade jug. The tomb PG 24 can be 
dated to the Transitional phase; in that period the cremation 
rite was not so spread and one can suppose that the burial 
customs were not so standardized. On the contrary the 
tombs, though, PG 19, PG 25 and PG 31 belong to the 
Protogeometric period, when we would expect to find a 
ritual established with defined rules. According to Whitley, 
it is only at the end of the Protogeometric that the selection 
of the amphora-urn on the basis of the gender of the dead 
followed fixed rules, but only for the male burials: while 
women were allowed to have ‘male’ objects among their 
grave goods, the contrary was not allowed'**. Among the 
burials without any osteological data, the tomb PG 41 has 
a neck-handled amphora as urn, but the presence of a clay 
bead, a female gender indicator, leads us to think that it 
is another case of female deposition in a cinerary vase 
traditionally associated with the male gender. In the tomb 
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PG C, considered probably female by Strémberg'”’ due to 
the presence of a bowl, the urn is again a neck-handled 
amphora. 


Finally in two cases there is an amphora-urn different 
from the ordinary types: in tomb PG A, one of the two 
buried persons has been placed in a rim-handled amphora, 
while in tomb PG 39, the urn was a shoulder-handled 
amphora, a shape whose use will spread during the 
Geometric phase. 


The choice of the neck-handled amphorae for the male 
burials and of the belly-handled amphorae for the female 
ones can then be considered a tendency but not a fixed 
tule, especially when concerning the female graves. 


3.2. State of research on the typological series 


“La tipologia dei materiali archeologici tende a riconoscere 
le differenziazioni formali sistematiche e culturalmente 
significative fra 1 manufatti, come parte integrante della 
ricostruzione complessiva delle comunita che li hanno 
prodotti e utilizzati (the typology of the archaeological 
materials tends to recognize the systematic formal and 
culturally significant differences among the artefacts, 
as integral part of the overall reconstruction of the 
communities that produced and used them)'**”. 


The criteria used to make a typology and to create a 
terminology are different and depend on the scholars and 
the contexts involved. Regarding the amphorae of this 
research, the typologies adopted from the scholars, even 
if with some variations, are similar. The terminology used, 
however, is not uniform: they adopt different words to 
express a similar concept, or sometimes the same term can 
assume different meanings. 


In the first volume of the series Kerameikos. Ergebnisse 
der Ausgrabungen these materials are divided according 
to the position of the handles into neck-, belly-, rim- and 
shoulder-handled amphorae'*!. 


Desborough adopts the same divisions according to the 
position of the handles: he terms the groups so obtained 
as “types”; furthermore he creates other categories within 
each type, based on the decoration for the neck-handled 
amphorae or on the shape of the neck for the belly-handled 
amphorae: these groups are called “classes”!*”. 


Krause accepts the main division on the basis of the 
handles’ position. The author divides the neck-handled 
amphorae into four groups (Gruppen), mainly on the base 
of the decoration; however his groups do not completely 
correspond to the ones made by Desborough. The belly- 
handled amphorae are divided by Krause into two 
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groups according to the shape of the body, ovoid or more 
elongated; in their turn these groups are divided into two 
subgroups (Untergruppen) that are based on the shape of 
the neck", 


The typology made by Lemos follows that of Desborough, 
although with a different terminology. The “types” based 
on the position of the handles are the same, while the 
“classes” identified by Desborough become “subtypes” 
for the neck-handled amphorae and “types” for the belly- 
handled amphorae in the work of Lemos'“. Thus for the 
belly-handled amphorae, the term “types” identifies both 
the main group based on the position of the handles and 
the subgroup based on the shape of the neck, with the risk 
of attendant confusion. 


In the preface of the CVA on the Attic amphorae from 
the Submycenaean to the Late Geometric period kept 
in the National Archaeological Museum at Athens, N. 
Kourou clearly explains the method that she adopts: the 
typology is the one based on the position of the handles, 
that gives origin to “four major types”; moreover, for the 
neck- and belly-handled amphorae “further subdivisions 
have been attempted according to shape formation”’>. 
The neck-handled amphorae from the Submycenaean 
to the Protogeometric period are not further split by the 
author, who only describes their formal and stylistic 
evolution; the belly-handled amphorae, on the other 
hand, are grouped into “types” based on the shape of 
the neck'*°. Again, in the case of the latter, the term 
“types” is used to identify the main group determined on 
the position of the handles and also the subgroup on the 
shape of the neck. 


Ruppenstein takes into account the Submycenaean and 
the Transitional periods: he adopts the classical division 
on the base of the position of the handles. Furthermore, 
he divides the neck- and belly-handled amphorae into 
stylistic groups (Stilgruppen) related to the shape and 
decoration of the vases. In the case of the belly-handled 
amphorae, he specifies that “Desboroughs Typ I entspricht 
unserer Gruppe 2, Desboroughs Typ IJ unserer Gruppe 1”, 
so there is a correspondence between his group 2 and the 
type I of Desborough and his group | and the type II of 
Desborough'’. 


It is evident that the main division based on the position 
of the handles is adopted by all the scholars and the 
subdivisions within each group so obtained follow similar 
criteria, taking into consideration both the shape and the 
decoration of the vessels. However the terminology used 
by the authors is not uniform and in some cases it can 
create misunderstandings. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


3.2.1. Belly-handled amphorae 


Belly-handled amphorae are attested in the Argolid, Attica, 
the Cyclades and the Dodecanese, especially from Late 
Helladic II C; Submycenaean vessels have been found in 
Athens, Argos and Lefkandi. The shape of the body tends 
to change from globular to ovoid, with a higher centre of 
gravity, and the flat base is substituted for by a ring foot’**. 


Usually the vase has a light-ground (or clay-ground) and 
often, but not always, the decoration consists of groups 
of concentric semicircles on the shoulder and wavy lines 
or groups of concentric circles on the belly. At the end of 
the Protogeometric period dark-ground vessels prevail, 
even if the light-ground ones do not completely disappear, 
and during the later phase decorative panels replace the 
standard motifs. During the transition with the Geometric 
period the belly-handled amphora becomes rarer, being 
often substituted by the shoulder-handled amphora'’. 


From a typological point of view these amphorae have 
been divided, according to the shape of the neck and of the 
lip, into three types by Kourou, two of which correspond 
to the previously mentioned classes of Desborough, 
the Untergruppen of Krause and the Stilgruppen of 
Ruppenstein’’. Type I (corresponding to Class I, 
Untergruppen 1b and 2b, Stilgruppe 2, respectively) is 
characterized by a high and slightly concave neck with 
a flat projecting lip. During the Submycenaean period, 
the shape of the body is globular, while it becomes ovoid 
during the Protogeometric stage. Earlier on, the decoration 
on the belly is usually made up of wavy lines or groups 
of concentric circles; on the shoulder we find groups of 
concentric semicircles and languettes, but sometimes they 
can be replaced by concentric semicircles organized in 
two rows. The neck, that tends to elongate through time, 
is painted and sometimes one or two horizontal reserved 
bands are present. In the middle phase, the decorative 
system remains the same. On the amphora Inv. 560 (grave 
PG 18) we observe an important innovation: a horse is 
painted on the belly, not far from one of the handles, under 
three wavy lines (Plate 35, no. 1). It is the first figurative 
decoration on a Protogeometric amphora. During the later 
phase, there is a change in the decoration and large areas 
of the vessels become painted; in particular the lower 
part, the neck and the shoulder of the vases are covered 
with black paint, while only the reserved area between the 
handles has decorative motifs'*’. 


Type II (corresponding to Class II, Untergruppen 1a and 
2a, Stilgruppe 1) is characterized by a short and concave 
neck and a flaring lip. During the Submycenaean period, 
they have a globular, biconical or dumpy ovoid shape and 
a simple decoration, usually of wavy lines on the belly and 
more rarely on the shoulder. During the early phase of the 
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Protogeometric period, these amphorae have a short and 
concave neck and a flat base; on the shoulder groups of 
concentric circles or semicircles together with languettes 
are painted. During the middle and late phases, the body 
of the vessels is more ovoid and the neck taller. The 
decorative system is the same, even if in some cases large 
areas of the vases are painted, as for the Type I'”. 


Type III has a globular body, a short vertical neck, a flat or 
slightly profiled base and nipples (mastoi) on the shoulder; 
it can be considered as the survival of a more ancient 
form, the collar-necked jar. Often this vase too has a lid. 
The decorative emphasis is put on the shoulder, where 
the motifs are often still Mycenaean, while on the belly 
there are wavy lines or antithetical spiral hooks. There are 
always vertical barred handles'®’. 


The stylistic groups identified by Ruppenstein are based 
on similar criteria: his Sti/gruppe | corresponds to Type II, 
the Stilgruppe 2 to the Type I, while the Einzelstiicke could 
be assimilated to the Type II'”. 


3.2.2, Neck-handled amphorae 


Neck-handled amphorae spread during Late Helladic III C 
in the Argolid and to Lefkandi; some vessels dating back 
to the Submycenaean period have been found in Athens, 
Argos, Asine and Lefkandi'*’. The shape of these vessels 
during the Submycenaean stage is biconical or globular, 
while it becomes ovoid and more slender during the 
Protogeometric time. The lip is everted, almost always 
with a thick rounded rim. The base is flat during the early 
phase, while later it evolves into a low ring foot; the handles 
join the neck just below the lip, but by the end of the 
Protogeometric period they tend to join lower down. From 
Submycenaean to Early Protogeometric the decoration is 
light-ground; according to Kourou and Lemos, in Middle 
Protogeometric the lower part of the vase is painted while 
in Late Protogeometric the decoration is dark-ground 
and only the shoulder is left the colour of the clay, where 
groups of concentric semicircles are drawn'**. However 
it is worth noting that light-ground amphorae continue 
to be produced also during the later phases and are not 
completely replaced by dark-ground vessels. 


Neck-handled amphorae are divided by Desborough 
according to the decorative system into two classes: clay- 
ground (A) and dark-ground (B). In the first class three 
subdivisions are observable: amphorae with groups of 
concentric semicircles on the shoulder (Al), vessels 
with groups of concentric semicircles flanking a central 
motif on the shoulder (A2) and vases that do not have 
any decoration on the shoulder (A3). The dark-ground 
amphorae can be divided into similar subgroups: amphorae 
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with concentric semicircles on the shoulder (B1), vessels 
with concentric semicircles flanking a central motif on 
the shoulder (B2) and vases with a completely painted 
shoulder (B3). Usually for Class A the central motif is 
composed of vertical straight lines flanked by vertical 
wavy lines, while for the Class B there is a larger variety 
of motifs'*’. Class A3, corresponding to the Banded Ware 
identified by Kourou, is characterized by a painted band 
on the lip, one on the juncture between the neck and the 
shoulder, two or three on the body, and no semicircles; it 
has been found only in Late Protogeometric graves; from 
the Late Geometric period they were only employed to 
take water from the wells’. 


Krause bases his typology mainly on the decorative system 
of the amphorae, but his results differ from those reached by 
Desborough. The first group identified contains the vases 
of the early phase with a similar shape and dimension (1), 
the second one groups the vessels with concentric circles 
on the shoulder (2a), the third one the vessels decorated 
with concentric semicircles with hourglass filling, divided 
into light-ground (3a) and dark-ground (3b), and the fourth 
one groups together the amphorae decorated with simple 
concentric semicircles, divided again into light-ground 
(4a) and dark-ground (4b)"””. 


The Submycenaean and Transitional neck-handled 
amphorae have been divided by Ruppenstein into 
three stylistic groups. Sti/gruppe 1 contains the vessels 
characterized by an oval shape and decorated with two 
large spirals or two antithetic loops on the shoulder and 
two painted bands on the lower part of the body. The 
vases grouped into the Stilgruppe 2 have an ovoid shape, 
two concentric circles on the shoulder and three painted 
lines on the lower part of the body. The third group 
(Einzelstticke) contains all the amphorae that cannot be 
included in a specific typology!”°. 


3.2.3. Rim-handled amphorae 


This shape is very rare and almost never used as an ash 
container'*': in only one case (Inv. 523, grave PG A) is 
one used so. 


The rim-handled amphora has a Mycenaean origin, but 
there are no Submycenaean examples known from Athens. 
This vessel is characterized by a wide concave neck and 
a dumpy ovoid body, with a dark-ground decorative 
system!**. During the Transitional phase the wide, short 
and almost cylindrical neck is painted and it has a flat 
projecting lip; the body is decorated with large and thin 
bands and the main decorative motifs are placed on the 
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shoulder'*?. During Early and Middle Protogeometric, 
these vessels seem to disappear from the Kerameikos, 
though reappearing during Late Protogeometric: the wide 
neck becomes shorter and the base has a ring foot. The 
decorative system is usually dark-ground, with the neck 
sometimes completely painted and in others decorated 
with the triglyph-and-metope style. 


During the Late Protogeometric, the decoration on 
the shoulder often consists of cross-hatched triangles, 
sometimes associated with a dogtooth frieze; the lower 
part of the body can be fully painted. At Athens almost 
always rim-handled amphorae are of a small size'™ and 
they usually have a lid fixed to the rim of the vessel 
through a couple of holes!*°. 


3.2.4. Shoulder-handled amphorae 


The amphorae with the handles on the shoulder are not 
very numerous during the Protogeometric times. They 
start to increase from the Late Protogeometric phase, but 
the existence of some Submycenaean samples suggest that 
the apparent gap could be only fortuitous. From the Early 
Geometric period this shape is used almost exclusively for 
female burials. The body can be dumpy, ovoid or globular; 
the decoration is usually dark-ground and the barred 
handles are placed vertically on the shoulder'®. 


In the Kerameikos cemetery one vessel dates back to the 
Submycenaean phase (Inv. 3878, tomb SM 127). The 
handles are placed on the shoulder longitudinally and the 
upper part is painted'*’. A precursor of the Protogeometric 
vases is the small Transitional amphora Inv. 531 from the 
grave PG 1. During the Late Protogeometric the decoration 
is always placed on the dark ground: until the end of the 
period the neck is painted and the decorative motifs are on 
the shoulder, usually panels with cross-hatched rectangles, 
chequers and vertical solid diamonds. During the transition 
to the Geometric period, the decoration on the shoulder 
disappears, moving onto the belly. A decorative motif, 
often a multiple line meander, appears on the neck, while 
sometimes a small panel is painted on the shoulder. The 
body is more globular, the neck more concave and flaring 
and the handles have a semicircular shape!*. 


3.2.5. Methodological problems 


The previously described current typology can in my 
opinion be improved upon. In the majority of the cases 
the scholars do not have at their disposal the drawings of 
the vases; drawings have been produced for the vessels 
of the National Archaeological Museum!’ — including 
especially Geometric samples — but are lacking for the 
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ones of the Kerameikos Archaeological Museum, with 
the exception of the material published by Ruppenstein 
(six amphorae)'® and of some drawings published by 
Mountjoy (seven amphorae)'*! and by Papadopoulos 
(three amphorae)'®. 


The criteria used to classify the amphorae are not 
standardised: the belly-handled amphorae are divided 
according to the shape of the neck and of the lip, whilst 
the neck-handled amphorae are grouped mainly according 
to the painted decoration. The other two sets (rim- and 
shoulder-handled amphorae), which are quite rare during 
the Submycenaean and Protogeometric period, do not 
present a real typology. 


The evolution of the shape of the vessel is used for 
chronological purposes, but almost never does it play a 
relevant role in the elaboration of the types, while the 
differences in the shape of the neck, of the lip or of the 
base in my opinion cannot constitute, alone, the corner- 
stone of a type, but rather its varieties. 


In order to create a new typology it is necessary to elaborate 
a methodological criterion as objective as possible, equally 
applicable within all the four existing amphorae groups. 


3.3. A proposal for a new typology 


The aim of the revision and re-elaboration of the current 
typology is to provide a criterion of classification making 
visible the variability of the shape and its chronological 
evolution, giving information about the organization of the 
craft production and its changes in time. 


By identifying sets of artefacts with similar 
characteristics, it is possible to determine the degree of 
standardization of the types, which varies particularly 
with the technology used. Standardization is considered 
to be an indirect proof of a greater craft specialization and 
therefore of a more complex production organization. 
The degree of standardization can be determined by 
analysing the composition of the raw material, the 
shaping techniques, the shape and size or the decorative 
apparatus. These elements can be either intentional, 
and so controlled by the potter, or mechanical and 
so unconscious, related to the motor habits and the 
craftsman’s ability'®. 


The amphorae here under study belong to a well defined 
context and usually the graves from which they come, the 
objects found with them and often also their position in the 
tomb are known; this information makes these artefacts 
of a higher value when compared to those which, even 
if complete and well preserved, are devoid of context. 
The possibility to determine the context of provenance 


160 Kerameikos XVIII. 

‘el Mountjoy 1999. 

'©2 Papadopoulos 1994. 

163 Bietti Sestieri 2000, 61-65; Roux 2003, 768-769; Kotsonas 2014, 
7-23. 


18 


of the vases makes the elaboration of a typology 
extremely useful for the reconstruction of the production 
methods and of some aspects of the organization of 
the society. 


The morphological characteristics of the amphorae and 
the decorative ones in the first phase of the work will be 
analysed independently. With the drawing of the profile 
of the amphorae it has been possible to conduct a 
morphological analysis independent from one based on 
the decorative motifs. In this way one can investigate 
the relationship between form and decoration in its 
evolutionary and chronological course. Only later do 
shape and decoration become interrelated, and usually 
the decorative motifs seem to be independent from 
the shape. It is therefore through the analysis of the 
form that one can better observe the evolution of these 
artefacts. 


One of the issues to be faced is the adoption ofa terminology 
suitable to the materials in question. The typologies 
and the nomenclatures, as previously demonstrated, are 
manifold. The definitions related to the typology have been 
originated from the ones given by A. M. Bietti Sestieri, 
J.-P. Morel and R. Peroni’. The term “shape” groups all 
the vessels functionally homogeneous; even if the vases of 
this group have a range of variability, they can be related 
to each other. According to this criterion the vases of 
this study have been divided into neck-, belly-, rim- and 
shoulder-handled amphorae: the position of the handles is 
the element that has been taken into primary account. 


The “type” is a subdivision of the main group “shape” 
and puts together all the vases that are more or less 
standardized and with similar attributes; it groups 
together the vases with similar formal characteristics, 
created on the base of the same archetype or a common 
ideal model’®. In this case the shape of the vessel is taken 
into account and it is independent of the fabric: the latter 
is the basis of a different classification that has not been 
considered in the framework of this first sorting. Due to 
the high variability, I decided to give more importance to 
the shape of the body and to consider elements as the lip, 
the neck or the base as varieties; amphorae that belong to 
the same type show similar formal characteristics in the 
profile of their body. 


The term “variety” identifies some vessels in the main 
group defined by the type, ones presenting a recurring 
variation of one or more attributes. No variations are 
given priority and these diversifications do not give 
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origin to a different type. In the case of the amphorae 
varieties involve vases with differences in the shapes of 
the neck, of the lip, of the base and in size. 


Finally the “unicum” is a single vase with its own 
characteristics and which cannot be placed with any of the 
identified types. 


In the case of the amphorae here studied, the “envelope” 
system has been adopted'®. This consists of comparing the 
drawings of the profiles of the vases, overlaying them: if 
the profiles are similar, the result will be a well-defined 
final drawing with tight margins; if the profiles differ 
the result will be a shapeless drawing with rather wide 
margins. The most obvious problem is that the differences 
in size of the vessels can distort the final result: it is 
necessary to standardize the drawings by reducing them 
to the same size, taking into account the height or the 
maximum diameter. 


The “envelope” system is applicable if the whole profiles 
of the vessels exist, since it is quite difficult to reconstruct 
the original size of the fragments in order to standardize the 
drawings. The amphorae from the Kerameikos, having been 
found in burial contexts, almost always have a complete 
profile and therefore the method in question has proved to 
be the most appropriate. Moreover, since the starting point 
of this typology is the drawing of the artefacts, the analysis 
leaves very little to the subjectivity and therefore it is less 
liable to errors. 


The profiles of amphorae, drawn on paper and scanned, 
were digitized with the vector graphics software 
Inkscape’®’ and successively reduced all to the same 
height, maintaining automatically the proportions of the 
other parts of the vessel in order to avoid distortion. To 
form groups of similar profiles, the shape of the body has 
been taken into account. 


Each amphora has been marked with a series of numbers 
and a letter (e.g. 1.la 1). The first number indicates the 
shape of the vessel identified by the position of the handles; 
the second indicates the type established by overlapping 
the profiles and the letter identifies the variety. The 
individual specimens are indicated with the final number, 
in order to distinguish each vessel as the previous numbers 
and the letter will reoccur. In the nomenclature of the new 
typology, the use of the numbers was preferred to the 
abbreviations and the names, either to avoid problems of 
interpretation and translation, and because the enumeration 
can be more easily increased, even in the future, according 
to the needs. 
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3.3.1. Belly-handled amphorae 


As previously explained, the set of belly-handled amphorae 
is classified as a shape. According to the “envelope” 
system five types of this shape may be determined. 


Type | (Plate 8) can be identified with the collar-necked jar 
(FS 63)'®, that is characterized by a globular body, a flat 
base and a cylindrical neck. Only two amphorae belong to 
this type (1.1a 1 and 1.1b 1) and their difference in size has 
been considered as a variety. Type | can be identified with 
the type II of Desborough and Kourou and it is the only 
one which completely corresponds to a pre-existing type. 


Type 2 (Plate 8) has a globular shape, but less so than 
type 1, with a flat base and a flaring neck; two amphorae 
comprise it (1.2a 1 and 1.2a 2). The difference in height 
among the two vessels is only 4.5 cm and this has not been 
considered enough to form two different varieties. 


Type 3 (Plate 9) is characterized by a globular body, 
a flaring neck and a flat or concave-profiled base; three 
varieties have been individuated, related to the differences 
in the base and the size: one is constituted by the flat base 
(a), one by the concave-profiled base and the small size 
(b), and the last one by the concave-profiled base and the 
large size (c). Four amphorae belong to this type (1.3a 1, 
1.3b 1, 1.3b 2, 1.3c 1). 


Type 4 (Plate 10) groups together only two vessels (1.4a 
1 and 1.4b 1), with a globular shape and a flat-profiled 
base. Two varieties have been recognized, related to the 
shape of the neck and to the size: the first has a flaring 
slightly concave neck and a small size (a), the second has 
a cylindrical slightly concave neck with a flat projecting 
lip and a large size (b). 


Type 5 (Plates 10-14) includes sixteen amphorae with 
a more ovoid body (1.5a 1, 1.5a 2, 1.5a 3, 1.5b 1, 1.5c 
1, 1.5¢ 2, 1.5c 3, 1.5¢ 4, 1.5d 1, 1.5e 1, 1.5e 2, 1.5e 3, 
1.5e 4, 1.5f 1, 1.5f2, 1.5f 3). Several varieties have been 
recognized: the first is characterized by a concave neck 
with a flat projecting lip, a concave-profiled base and a 
small size (a); the second differs from the first only in the 
larger size (b). The third variety has a concave neck with a 
flat projecting lip, a ring foot and a small size (c), while the 
fourth has a concave neck with a flat projecting lip, a ring 
foot and a large size (d).The fifth variety is characterized 
by a flaring neck, an everted lip, a ring foot and a small 
size (e); finally the sixth variety differs from the previous 
only in its larger size (f). 


If we overlap all the profiles belonging to each type it is 
possible to compare them using the “envelope” system 
(Plate 14): it is evident that there is a progressive decrease 
in the maximum diameter and at the same time a gradual 
lowering of the shoulder from type 1 to 5. This evolution 
of the shape indicates vessels of different chronological 
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phases; the relationship between types and chronology in 
many cases has been confirmed also by the analysis of the 
grave goods found together with the amphorae. 


Type | is the earliest: the cylindrical neck with the vertical 
lip is a Submycenaean characteristic that does not occur 
later and that, combined with the globosity of the body and 
the presence of the mastoi on the shoulder, indicates that 
this type belongs to the Submycenaean period. 


Type 2 still has a pronounced globosity, but less than 
type 1, and the neck is similar to the one found on the 
Protogeometric vessels, even if it is lower and less 
flared. Having both Submycenaean and Protogeometric 
characteristics, this type can be considered Transitional. 


Type 3 is much less globular than the two previous types, 
but it is still characterized by a rather high shoulder; the 
neck begins to be more flared. Also the decoration of the 
amphorae belonging to this type, that will be analysed 
later, shows a Protogeometric motif in the concentric 
circles made with compass, together with a Submycenaean 
motif of the handmade concentric semicircles. Due to 
this commingling of Submycenaean and Protogeometric 
characteristics in the shape and the decoration type 3 can 
be considered Transitional. 


Type 4 groups only two vases: one of them has a cylindrical 
neck with a horizontal flat lip, that is to be found in the 
Protogeometric age and even later; in this case however, 
the flat projecting lip is not very pronounced and the base 
of the neck is slightly wider than the mouth opening, so 
it can belong to a phase of experimentation before the 
Protogeometric period. 


Type 5 is characterized by a more ovoid profile, with a 
lower shoulder and a slender belly. It pulls together the 
largest number of amphorae, all belonging to the full 
Protogeometric period, except one (Inv. 3037). 


Eleven belly-handled amphorae have characteristics that 
cannot be inserted in the types previously described and 
have been classified as unicum (Plates 15-18). Eight 
amphorae are too fragmentary to be compared with the 
others (Plates 16-18). 


3.3.2, Neck-handled amphorae 


Using the “envelope” system described above, three types 
of neck-handled amphorae have been identified. 


Type | (Plate 19) is characterized by an ovoid-globular body, 
slightly biconical, and a cylindrical slightly concave neck: 
it involves only two vessels (2.1a 1, 2.1b 1) and it presents 
two varieties related to the smaller (a) and the larger (b) size. 


Type 2 (Plates 19-23) includes eighteen amphorae, 
characterized by a more ovoid body and a cylindrical and 
slightly concave neck (2.2a 1, 2.2a 2, 2.2a 3, 2.2b 1, 2.2c 1, 
2.2c 2, 2.2c 3, 2.2¢ 4, 2.2c 5, 2.2c 6, 2.2 7, 2.2c 8, 2.2¢ 9, 


20 


2.2c 10, 2.2d 1, 2.2d 2, 2.2d 3, 2.2e 1). Five varieties have 
been recognized: the first is characterized by a concave- 
profiled base and a small size (a); the second differs from 
the first only in the larger size (b). The third variety has a 
ring foot and a small size (c), while the fourth differs from 
the previous by the larger size (d); the last one has the same 
characteristics as the third variety, but is of a smaller size (e). 


Type 3 (Plates 24-25) is characterized by a rather slender 
ovoid body, with a concave and cylindrical neck (2.3a 1, 
2.3a 2, 2.3a 3, 2.3b 1, 2.3c 1, 2.3d 1, 2.3?). The first variety 
(a) presents a ring foot and a lower height; the second (b) 
has the same foot but a greater height. The third variety 
(c) is characterized by a concave-profiled base, while the 
fourth (d) has a concave base. Finally in one case the base 
is not preserved (2.37), so even if the amphora does belong 
to the type 3, it is not possible to insert it into a variety. 


As in the case of the belly-handled amphorae, the profiles 
of the three types of neck-handled amphorae have been 
overlapped (Plate 25). From type | to type 3, a progressive 
decrease in diameter, a lowering of the shoulder and a 
streamlining of the lower part of the belly is observable. 


From a chronological point of view, type | is Transitional, 
while types 2 and 3 include Protogeometric vessels; in 
particular, the exemplars grouped into type 3 belong to the 
last phase of the Late Protogeometric. 


Eleven neck-handled amphorae have not been inserted in 
any type, since they present characteristics that cannot be 
compared with the other vessels (Plates 26—28); they have 
been classified as unicum. 


3.3.3, Rim-handled amphorae 


Only one amphora falls into this group; in addition to it, 
three rim-handled amphoriskoi have been considered. Two 
of them belong to the same type (3.1a 1, 3.1b 1); the other 
amphoriskos and the amphora are vessels with different 
and unique features (Plate 29). The two specimens 
belonging to the same type have a difference in size, so 
two different varieties are recognizable (a and b); it is 
significant that both these vases have been found in the 
same burial, PG 40. 


3.3.4. Shoulder-handled amphorae 


Shoulder-handled amphorae are quite rare (Plate 30), but 
become more frequent from the Early Geometric. Only 
one type has been identified, involving two vases (4.1a 1, 
4.1b 1) with two different varieties: the first has a concave- 
profiled base and a small height (a), while the second has 
a ring foot and a greater height (b); to the second variety 
belongs also a Geometric amphora (Inv. 610, tomb G 191°) 
proving that this production continues also later. However 
other Geometric amphorae are characterized by a different 
profile, so the duration of this product is probably limited 
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Tab. 2. Summary scheme of the new typology elaborated, with the indication of shape, type, variety and specimen. 


cylindrical slightly 
concave neck 


Shape Type Variety Specimen 
1. Belly-handled | 1. globular body, flat a. small size 1. Inv. 420 
amphora base, cylindrical neck | § Jarge size 1. Inv. 920 
2. globular body, flat 1. Inv. 529 
base, flaring neck / 2. Inv. 562 
3. globular body, a a. flat base 1. Inv. 8954 
flaring neck and a flat : 1. Inv. 530 
or concave-profiled b. concave-profiled base, small size > Inv. 563 
base c. concave-profiled base, large size 1. Inv. 2733 
4. quite globular body, _| a. flaring slightly concave neck, small size 1. Inv. 3873 
flat-profiled base b. cylindrical slightly concave neck with a flat projecting lip, large size | 1. Inv. 9045 
3 id bod 1. Inv. 3073 
ee a. concave neck with a flat projecting lip, concave-profiled base, small | 9. i. 544 
— 3. Inv. 857 
b. concave neck with a flat projecting lip, concave-profiled base, large | 1. Inv. 569 
size 
1. Inv. 1073 
2. Inv. 576 
c. concave neck with a flat projecting lip, ring foot, small size 3. a 578 
4. Inv. 560 
d. concave neck with a flat projecting lip, ring foot, large size 1. Inv. 561 
1. Inv. 1096 
: ee : 2. Inv. 904 
e. flaring neck, everted lip, ring foot, small size 3. Inv. 902 
4. Inv. 1088 
1. Inv. 559 
f. flaring neck, everted lip, ring foot, large size 2. Inv. 586 
3. Inv. 1098 
2. Neck-handled | 1. ovoid-globular body, | a. small size 1. Inv. 522 
amphora slightly biconical, b. large size 1. Inv. 3701 


2. ovoid body, 1. Inv. 556 
cylindrical slightly a. concave-profiled base, small size 2. Inv. 915 
concave neck 3. Inv. 565 
b. concave-profiled base, large size 1. Inv. 1069 
1. Inv. 557 
2. Inv. 573 
3. Inv. 2152 
4. Inv. 2024 
; . 5. Inv. 910 
c. ring foot, small size 6. Inv. 603 
7. Inv. 605 
8. Inv. 572 
9. Inv. 594 
10. Inv. 593 
d. ring foot, large size 1. Inv. 571 
2. Inv. 581 
3. Inv. 908 
e. ring foot, very small size 1. Inv. 1071 
3. slender ovoid body, | a. ring foot, small size 1. Inv. 558 
concave cylindrical 2. Inv. 2008 
neck 3. Inv. 1094 
b. ring foot, large size 1. Inv. 1093 
c. concave-profiled base 1. Inv. 602 
d. concave base 1. Inv. 568 
9 Inv. 2153 
3.Rim-handled | 1. ovoid body, concave |a. small size 1. Inv. 2013 
amphora neck b. large size 1. Inv. 2012 
4. Shoulder- 1. ovoid body, concave | a. concave-profiled base, small size 1. Inv. 531 
handled neck b. ring foot, large size 1. Inv. 2131 
amphora 
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in time. Noteworthy is the fact that the amphora 4.1a | is 
Transitional, while the amphora 4.1b | belongs to the late 
phase of the Protogeometric period; it is difficult to say if 
the gap between these two vessels is real or if it is due to 
a lack of finds. 


Of the other three amphorae having unique characteristics, 
it must be said that the one used as an urn (Inv. 3878) in 
the tomb SM 127 is among the most ancient examples 
of cremations in amphora in the Kerameikos, dating 
to the Submycenaean period. In this case the shape 
and the decoration recall those of the contemporary 
amphoriskoi: in the Protogeometric time such will no 
longer be attested. 


3.4. Decorative motifs 


The decorative motifs on the amphorae have been divided 
into five main groups: linear, wavy and zigzag motifs (a), 
arcs, semicircles and circles (b), triangular or rhomboidal 
motifs (c), quadrangular motifs (d) and finally animal 
motifs (e). Plastic decorations and motifs painted on the 
handles are treated separately. 


a) Linear, wavy and zigzag motifs include one or more 
horizontal bands or lines, the wiggly (or sinuous) line, 
one or more horizontal wavy lines, horizontal zigzags, 
languettes (or necklace), groups of vertical strokes, vertical 
wavy lines, vertical lines and zigzag, and finally a vertical 
or horizontal series of points (Plate 33). 


The horizontal bands and lines, of different number and 
thickness, painted or reserved, are present on the totality 
of the amphorae. During the Protogeometric, they tend 
to emphasize the parts of the vessel; in the case of the 
light-ground decoration, there are usually two or three in 
the lower part of the belly, while on the shoulder there is 
often a wide band between one or two lines. If the neck 
is unpainted, both its base and the lip are decorated with 
a painted line. In a few cases horizontal bands and lines 
constitute the unique decorative motif on some neck- 
handled amphorae. 


The wiggly line is used only on five amphorae, one neck- 
handled amphora and four belly-handled amphorae. It is a 
typically Submycenaean motif decorating the belly of the 
vessel and will no longer be used in the Protogeometric, 
being replaced by wavy lines; in only one case (Inv. 529, 
tomb PG B) it is painted on the shoulder. 


Horizontal wavy lines, which are typical of the 
Protogeometric period, but already attested during the 
Submycenaean time, decorate the belly of numerous 
belly-handled amphorae; they can be from one to three 
in number, often drawn with the multiple brush. In one 
case there is a horizontal wavy line on the shoulder (Inv. 
9045, tomb SM 146); horizontal wavy lines are not 
attested on the other three groups of amphorae. Both 
wavy lines and wiggly lines are usually drawn with more 
diluted paint. 
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The horizontal zigzag, present only on some belly- 
handled amphorae, has two variants: it can be wider, 
almost a wavy line, or narrower and irregular. The first 
usually decorates the shoulder of the vessels, the second 
can be on the shoulder, the belly, and sometimes frames 
the wavy lines. 


The languettes (or necklace) already appear during 
the Submycenaean time and persist until the end of 
Protogeometric period. They are usually attested on the 
belly-handled amphorae; exceptions involve two vases, a 
Submycenaean and a Transitional neck-handled amphora. 


Groups of vertical strokes are rare and usually placed on 
the lip; this decorative motif will spread during the later 
Geometric period. 


Vertical wavy lines are a rather rare motif which decorates 
the shoulder of three amphorae, alternating with other 
motifs; they seem to be done with more diluted paint. 


Vertical zigzag has two variants. The first, which often 
frames thick vertical lines, seems to be an evolution of 
the vertical wavy line. In this case, in fact, the zigzag is 
not particularly accurate, it is drawn with diluted paint 
and is found exclusively on the shoulder of the amphorae, 
especially the neck-handled ones, constituting the central 
motif between two groups of semicircles. The other variant, 
instead, is more accurately drawn, with non-diluted paint, 
and is usually delimited by thin vertical lines on the sides. 
This type of zigzag can be found on the neck, shoulder or 
belly of rather late amphorae, belonging to the final phase 
of the Protogeometric, and often delimiting panels with 
other decorative motifs. 


The vertical series of points is quite rare and decorates the 
shoulder of a few amphorae in association with other motifs 
(wavy lines, vertical lines and vertical zigzag). Horizontal 
series of points are likewise rare and only a couple of 
cases are attested, belonging to the Submycenaean and 
Transitional periods. 


b) The second group of motifs, arcs, semicircles and 
circles, includes hand-drawn arcs between curved lines 
and marginal dots, groups of hand-drawn concentric arcs 
with central filling, groups of hand-drawn concentric 
semicircles with central filling, with or without marginal 
dots, groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the 
compass'”° with central filling, with or without marginal 
dots, groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the 
compass with triangular or hour-glass filling, groups 
of concentric semicircles drawn with the compass 
without central filling and groups of concentric circles 
drawn with the compass with or without central filling 
(Plate 33). 


'° The term “compass” is conventionally used, but the term “pivoted 
multiple brush” should be more appropriated, as demonstrated in 
Papadopoulos, Vedder and Schreiber 1998, 507-529. 


Hand-drawn arcs between curved lines and marginal dots 
decorate some of the fragments Inv. 11238, belonging to 
the Transitional period. 


Hand-drawn concentric arcs with central filling have 
been found only in one case (Inv. 420, tomb SM 33). It is 
probable, considering their position on the shoulder, that 
they anticipate the motif of the concentric semicircles. 


Hand-drawn concentric semicircles with central filling 
are typical of the Transitional period; during the 
Protogeometric stage they will be replaced by the ones 
drawn with the compass. As all the concentric semicircles, 
they decorate only the shoulder of the amphorae, but this 
hand-drawn type is absent from the neck-handled ones; 
the semicircles can be two on each side, they can form a 
continuous frieze or be alternated with other motifs, such 
as the languettes. A variant, which is present on a single 
amphora (Inv. 531, tomb PG 1), presents marginal dots 
beading the outermost arc of the group of semicircles. 


Concentric semicircles drawn with the compass with 
central filling are rarer and almost always they are painted 
on the belly-handled amphorae. The only exception is a 
neck-handled amphora (Inv. 1071, PG 34) which presents 
a variant of this motif, with marginal dots beading the 
outermost arc of the group of semicircles. Sometimes 
the arcs of the semicircles with central filling continue 
below the lower painted band, as also in the case of the 
semicircles without central filling. 


The concentric semicircles drawn with the compass with 
triangular or hour-glass filling are more frequent on the 
neck-handled amphorae, but we can find them also on the 
belly-handled amphorae. The hour-glass filling is more 
common than the triangular one, attested in only one case 
(Inv. 565, tomb PG 6). Again, the groups of semicircles 
can be organized in a continuous frieze, can be alternated 
with other motifs or can be set two on each side flanking 
a central motif. 


The concentric semicircles drawn with the compass without 
central filling are among the most widespread decorative 
motifs; they are always painted on the shoulder. As 
mentioned above, in some cases the arcs of the semicircles 
do not end on the lower painted band but continue below. 
The groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the 
compass can be organized also in a continuous frieze, can 
be alternated with other motifs, usually the languettes, 
or they can be two on each side, often flanking a central 
motif such as vertical lines or zigzags, but also a series of 
vertical lozenges or triangles or cross-hatched triangles. 


The concentric circles drawn with the compass decorate 
both the neck-handled and the belly-handled amphorae: 
in the first case they are always painted on the shoulder, 
while in the second case they are placed on the belly, with 
only one exception (Inv. 563, tomb PG 13). When the 
circles are on the shoulder they can be two on each side or 
can be alternated with other motifs, usually the languettes. 
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When they are on the belly they are organized in a frieze of 
three, four or even more circles; in a single case the circles 
flank a central panel (Inv. 576, tomb PG 20). 


The concentric circles with central filling are attested only 
once on a fragment of amphora (Inv. 598, tomb PG 4). 


c) Triangular or rhomboidal motifs include cross-hatched 
triangles, cross-hatched hour-glasses, painted triangles, 
dogtooth, groups of opposed diagonals, painted vertical 
lozenges or triangles, horizontal or vertical chequered or 
cross-hatched lozenges (Plate 34). 


Cross-hatched triangles are quite rare and decorate the 
shoulder of the amphorae. In one case a cross-hatched 
triangle is painted on a small belly-handled amphora, 
associated with a vertical wavy line (Inv. 751, tomb PG 
14); in two cases the triangles constitute a frieze on rim- 
handled amphoriskoi (Inv. 911, tomb PG 28; Inv. 2013, 
tomb PG 40), while in a few cases they are flanked by two 
concentric semicircles on neck-handled amphorae. 


The cross-hatched hour-glass appears on only one 
fragmentary neck-handled amphora (Inv. 596, T 10) and it 
is constituted by two vertical cross-hatched triangles. 


In a single case (fragments Inv. 11238) the triangle 
is completely painted and surrounded by lines and 
motifs which follow its shape, recalling the hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles with central filling. 


Dogtooth can be painted on the shoulder or on the belly of 
the vessels. In all the cases this pattern constitutes a frieze 
running all around the vessel, with the exception of the 
previous described fragments (Inv. 11238) on which the 
dogtooth, together with other motifs, follows the contour 
a painted triangle. 


Groups of opposed diagonals are attested on a few 
amphorae, usually belonging to the Late Protogeometric 
phase: in these cases it constitutes a vertical motif flanked 
by rectangular panels, where the triangular spaces 
between the diagonals are painted. In a single case (hS 
92a), belonging to the Transitional phase, they constitute a 
horizontal motif and the spaces between the diagonals are 
not painted. 


The series of painted vertical lozenges or triangles can 
be divided into two groups: some of them are associated 
with rectangular panels, while others constitute the central 
motif between two or even more concentric semicircles. 
This decorative motif appears only from the Late 
Protogeometric period. 


Horizontal or vertical chequered or cross-hatched lozenges 
are quite rare: they have been recognized only on a few 
Late Protogeometric amphorae. 


d) The only quadrangular motif is the cross-hatched or 
chequered panel (Plate 34). Panels are attested on all the 
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amphorae, but only from the Late Protogeometric period. 
They can be placed on the neck, shoulder or belly; they 
can be alone, associated with other motifs, or they can 
constitute a frieze running all around the vase. 


e) The horse is the only figurative motif attested on the 
amphorae object of the research (Plates 34-35). In two 
cases it is an isolated motif, painted on the belly (Inv. 
560, tomb PG 18) and under the handle (Inv. 1260) of 
two belly-handled amphorae; in another case the motif is 
repeated four times, two on each side, on the neck of a rim- 
handled amphoriskos (Inv. 911, tomb PG 28). 


According to Papadopoulos’, some of the earlier 
Protogeometric figurative motifs, in particular horses and 
birds, could be interpreted as potters’ marks; the author 
arrives at this conclusion because the figures are placed in 
the same areas where other marks are painted, for example 
crosses. Among the vessels mentioned by Papadopoulos 
there are two amphorae from the Kerameikos cemetery, 
Inv. 1260 and 560: in the former the horse is under the 
handle, as in the case of a cross painted on an amphora 
from the Agora (Inv. P 6693, Tomb XV), while in the latter 
the animal is placed on the belly, again not far from the 
handle; moreover, according to the author “the style of the 
horses [...] is so similar that it is conceivable that the two 
vases were made by the one potter who used this distinctive 
design as his mark”. A bird painted under the handle of a 
skyphos from Lefkandi would confirm the hypothesis that 
in all these cases the potters used these figures as marks, in 
opposition to the vessels on which the animals are painted 
in more visible places integrated with the decoration, as in 
the case of the amphoriskos Inv. 911'”. 


Regarding the two horses examined by Papadopoulos, in 
my opinion they were not painted by the same hand. First 
of all there is the chronological factor to consider: amphora 
Inv. 560 belongs to the Middle Protogeometric, while 
the style of the fragment Inv. 1260 is typical of the Late 
Protogeometric and probably belongs to the last years of 
this phase. Then, if one examines closely the two horses, it 
is possible to realize that the style is not exactly the same: 
the figure of the amphora Inv. 1260 is very arched and its 
legs converge towards the centre, while in the other case 
they are vertical; the arched position of the former is not 
due to the fact that it is painted under the handle, because 
in that area the space at the bottom is larger than that at 
the top. The hind legs of the horse on the amphora Inv. 
1260 show in the upper part a bulge absent in the horse of 
the amphora Inv. 560; moreover in the first case the tail is 
long at almost two-thirds of the height of the figure, but 
in the second reaches the ground-line on which the horse 
stands. Finally, if we focus on the forepart, the muzzle is 
executed in a different way; the mane in one case shows 
sharp, almost triangular strokes, in the other they are 
more rounded. The chronological and stylistic differences 
suggest two different painters, hardly attributable to a 


'! Papadopoulos 1994, 440; Papadopoulos 2017, 91. 
'2 Papadopoulos 1994, 471-472. 
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single workshop; the interpretation of horses as potters’ 
marks, therefore, does not seem plausible. 


If they are not potters’ marks, the horses of the amphorae 
Inv. 560 and 1260, in addition to the ones of the 
amphoriskos Inv. 911, can be interpreted as symbols of 
an aristocratic society or as chthonic elements, a thesis 
that Papadopoulos’? himself takes into consideration. 
The chthonic character of the horse on these vessels was 
pointed out by Kiibler, and later by Benson’. Since horse 
depictions, both pictorial and sculptural, are attested not 
only in funerary but also in domestic and worship contexts, 
the socio-economic significance of this animal in the 
early Iron Age communities must be highlighted'”. The 
breeding of horses, which is not manageable by all persons 
in a community, is a source of power from a military 
point of view and significant also for displacements and 
communications, becoming the symbol of the aristocratic 
power; in the funerary context, therefore, horses can have 
not only a chthonic value, but they can be associated 
also with the high status of the deceased. In the later 
Geometric period, the horse will be a central motif in the 
iconographic apparatus: not only in Attica but in most of 
the Greek sites, starting from the Middle Geometric IT and 
especially popular in the Late Geometric period, it will be 
the most widely used motif on ceramic artefacts, together 
with birds'”*. 


Finally, it must be underlined that the amphora Inv. 560 is 
the most ancient example of Protogeometric vessel with a 
painted horse known until now; despite the importance of 
the introduction of a figurative motif among the geometric 
ones, it should be emphasized that the decorations on this 
vessel are less accurate than the ones of the contemporary 
amphorae. Looking to the wavy lines on the belly, they 
are quite irregular and not very fluid; moreover, one of the 
groups of semicircles on the shoulder is not finished, to 
avoid overlapping the neighbouring one (Plate 38, no. 4). 
The irregularity of the decorative patterns seems to be the 
result of a not expert hand (maybe an apprentice?), but it 
contrasts with the high quality of the paint, that is shiny, 
and the presence of the horse. 


Among the decorative motifs on the amphorae it is 
necessary to include some elements that appear very 
rarely, often only once, and which are not attributable 
to the groups described above (Plate 34). The antithetic 
hooks are painted under the handles of the amphorae Inv. 
519 (tomb SM 75) and 3701 (tomb hS 76), while the tassel 
motif is attested on the shoulder of the vessel Inv. 421 
(tomb SM 67), derived from the FM72 pattern, typical 
of the Granary Style'”. The aforementioned amphorae 
belong to the Late Helladic HI C Late, Submycenaean or 
Transitional periods; these two motifs will not be used in 
the Protogeometric repertoire. A “X” motif is present on 


3 Thid., 490-491. 

4 Kerameikos IV, 5; Benson 1970. 

5 Zimmermann 1989, 3, 322; Papadopoulos 1994, 491. 
6 Simon and Verdan, 2014, 3-24. 

7 Furumark 1972, 408-409. 


the neck of the amphora Inv. 1069 (tomb PG 34); from 
the same tomb comes a skyphos with the same motif, in 
this case placed under the handle. The “X” however could 
be considered a potter’s mark rather than a decorative 
motif, although the usual position for these signs is under 
the handle and the amphora therefore would constitute an 
exception'”’, 


The only plastic decoration is constituted by nipples or 
mastoi placed on the shoulder of the amphorae (Plate 36). 
They are attested on a very small number of vases: the 
collar-necked jars or belly-handled amphorae Inv. 420 
(tomb SM 33), 920 (tomb PG 24), 9045 (tomb SM 146), 
and the neck-handled amphora Inv. n.d. (tomb hS 92a); 
they are typical of the Submycenaean and Transitional 
period and are not attested during the Protogeometric stage. 
In the case of the vessels Inv. 420 and 920 the mastoi are at 
the centre of the shoulder, one on each side. The amphora 
Inv. 9045 instead presents two rather pronounced nipples 
at the centre of the shoulder, but only on one side. Finally, 
from the observation of the picture available for the 
amphora from the tomb hS 92a, there seems to be a small 
protuberance at the centre of the shoulder: it would be the 
only case of mastoi on an amphora which is not a belly- 
handled one. These plastic nipples appear above all on the 
closed shapes from the Late Helladic III C and persist until 
the Late Geometric, with a gap during the Protogeometric 
phase. Apparently they seem to indicate the gender of 
the vessel, contributing to anthropomorphization of the 
artefacts'”. 


It is noteworthy that on a neck-handled amphora (Inv. 915, 
tomb PG 25) a finger impression is observable at the base 
of handle (Plate 38, no. 1). It cannot be considered a real 
decoration but rather a potters’ mark.'*° 


Also the handles may present a painted decoration (Plate 
37). They have been divided into vertical and horizontal: 
the first characterize the neck-, shoulder- and rim-handled 
amphorae; the second are typical of the belly-handled 
amphorae, but can be find also on the shoulder-handled 
amphorae, and can be simple or double-arched. 


Regarding the vertical handles, on the light-ground 
amphorae the most common decoration consists of two 
vertical lines crossing at the top, while the dark-ground 
vessels usually have barred handles. However, especially 
during the earlier phases, it is possible to observe different 
decorations, often present on a single specimen. In the case 
of the amphora Inv. 421 (tomb SM 67), for example, the 
handle is entirely painted. On the amphora Inv. 422 (tomb 
SM 56), the handles present a painted vertical band with 
a horizontal stroke in the middle, while the handles of the 
vessel Inv. 519 (tomb SM 75) are decorated with a wavy 
line. The amphora Inv. 522 has one handle decorated with 
a double wavy line and the other one with the canonical 


"8 Papadopoulos 1994, 457. 
” Bouzek 1985, 195-196; Bouzek 2011, 986. 
'80 Papadopoulos 2017, 81-82. 
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two vertical lines crossing at the top, while the amphora 
Inv. 523 has one barred handle and the other one barred 
in the upper part and with a fishbone pattern below; both 
these two vessels were recovered in the double grave PG 
A. A pattern similar to a chequered panel decorates the 
handle of the amphora from the grave hS 92a. A further 
exception is the amphoriskos Inv. 2012 (tomb PG 40), 
which presents one handle barred at the top and at the 
bottom, with a chequered panel and a horizontal zigzag 
in the middle, while the other is barred at the top and 
at the bottom has a dogtooth pattern, vertical lozenges 
and vertical lines. Finally, the amphora Inv. 2131 (tomb 
PG 39) is characterized by handles with cross-hatched 
vertical lozenges in the middle, flanked by vertical lines 
and horizontal strokes; moreover in this case the handles 
are ribbed. Almost always a band encircles the junction 
between the handle and the shoulder. 


The horizontal handles, usually set obliquely on the vessel, 
have a smaller variety of decorative motifs. They can be 
vertically barred or can be decorated with a horizontal 
line on their outer surface; in two cases both motifs are 
present at the same time (Inv. 2733, tomb hS 101 and Inv. 
561, tomb PG 5). The amphora Inv. 569 (tomb PG 12) 
has a double-arched handle and also the horizontal line is 
double, while the amphora Inv. 2027 (tomb PG 48), has a 
double-arched handle but the line is single. The base of the 
handles is always decorated with “moustache” stripes'*’. 
Only in the case of the amphora Inv. 3878 (tomb SM 127), 
the handles are entirely painted and placed on the shoulder 
longitudinally. 


3.5. Some observations on the clay 


R. W. V. Catling was one of the first archaeologists 
to underline the importance of the macroscopic 
characterization of the fabric for the Attic Protogeometric 
pottery. According to the scholar, this pottery is made “from 
fine, well-levigated clay, with a rather granular or sandy 
texture. [...] It fires evenly, usually medium-hard, and [...] 
in a narrow range of colours, from pale buff to light brown, 
sometimes with a pinkish tinge”’'*’. Usually very fine mica 
is present, together with small calcareous inclusions and 
quartz, soft whitish and reddish specks. However, the most 
distinctive feature are the dark red or brown inclusions, 
“frequently visible on the surface, even when painted”’'®. 
Catling states that these characteristic inclusions can be 
observed not only in the Attic Protogeometric pottery, but 
also in the vessels of the Geometric period and in some 
vases of the Archaic period dating to the early 6" century; 
the presence of these inclusions according to the scholar is 
the proof of a continuity in the Attic ceramic technology 


'81 The term “moustache” is mentioned in Kourou 2002, 76-80, and it 
has been adopted for the description of the handles’ decoration; the same 
motif, however, has been defined “paint splashes” in Desborough 1952, 
21-22, “long splash system” in Mountjoy 1999, 605, 625, and “arches 
and bows, with their terminations extending onto the body below” in 
Agora XXXVI, 712. 

'® Catling 1998, 367-368. 

'8 Thid., 368. 
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during the mentioned span of time, despite the changes in 
chemical composition of the clay'™. 


The identification of these inclusions is not easy: they have 
been recognized by Kraiker studying the materials brought 
to light in the Kerameikos site and published in 1939; the 
author identified them as grog'*’. A. Kotsonas, in his work 
about the tomb A1K1 of Orthi Petra in Eleutherna (Crete), 
recognizes the Attic provenance of a Middle Geometric 
amphora (A246) from its “red ferrous inclusions”'**. In 
both cases, however, the analysis of the pottery was only 
macroscopic, so it is not possible to state with certainty the 
nature of these inclusions'®’. It should be pointed out that 
in the case of the black-glazed pottery produced at Athens 
small black or red inclusions have been identified as “iron 
oxide concretions”'**. We are speaking about two distinct 
productions, belonging to different chronological periods, 
and therefore the artefacts are hardly comparable, but the 
hypothesis that the inclusions are iron oxide concretions 
cannot be discarded. 


Focusing on the clay, it is known that the calcareous one 
from Cape Kolias, about 10 km south of Athens, was used 
for the Subgeometric ceramic materials from the Agora, 
but the analysis showed that the Protogeometric pottery 
from the same area has a different composition'®’, so the 
source was not the same. In the case of the amphorae from 
the Kerameikos graves, we do not have any chemical or 
pretrological analysis, so it is not possible to identify the 
location of the clay sources. The amphorae here under 
study have been instead examined from a macroscopic 
point of view, even if in several cases the examination 
has been supported by the use of a USB Digital 
Microscope (20x-800x). As they are usually undamaged 
or reconstructed from fragments with all missing parts 
restored, there are often no visible breaks in which it is 
possible to observe the fabric. The colour of the surface, 
which usually seems to have a slip or a self-slip, and 
whenever possible of the fabric, has been defined using 
the Munsell Soil Color Chart; however the colour of 
the vases depends on the firing conditions and the same 
amphora can present more than one colouration. For this 
reason the analysis of the inclusions is in my opinion a 
more reliable way forward to understand similarities or 
differences between the clay of the vessels. The most 
significant inclusions are the above mentioned dark red 
or brown ones, visible in all the amphorae, but also the 
other inclusions recognized by Catling are present in all 
the vases, so the composition of the clay looks roughly the 
same in all the cases. Due to the fact that the clay is very 
similar in all the vessels, it becomes necessary to take into 


'84 Thid., 368. 

'8S Kerameikos I, 51; if we compare some of the images obtained with 
the USB Digital Microscope (Plate 39, CB 2.1) with the thin sections 
published in Levi 2010, pl. II, the inclusions of the Kerameikos 
amphorae seems to be very similar to grog. 

'86 Kotsonas 2008, 264. 

'87 T thank A. Kotsonas for the helpful clarification about the subject and 
I. M. Muntoni for all the precious advice. 

'88 Trapichler 2011. 

189 Jones 1984, 24; Gros and Zurbach 2012, 114-117. 
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account the dimensions and the frequency of the inclusions 
in order to recognize similar features or differences in the 
fabric. An objection to this method is that the differences 
in the dimension and thus frequency of these inclusions 
could be determined by a stratification occurring so that 
the heavier ones sunk to the base of the settling basins: 
in this case the clay and the potter could be the same, but 
these differences in inclusions would be accidental, since 
the finer clay moves to the upper part of the basin and that 
with the inclusions to the base’. However in Athens and 
in all Early Iron Age known settling basins are very rare: 
this suggests that ad hoc built structures were used, for 
small quantities of clay; an example is probably given at 
Oropos, some 50 km north of Athens, in pit XX VII which 
is ca. 30 cm deep and oval in plan (1.08 m x 0.57 m)!"!. 
Given the small size and especially the shallowness of this 
pit, and assuming that the Athenian ones were similar, it 
does not seem plausible that the potters were unaware of 
the differences in size and frequency of the inclusions, 
especially if they were intentionally added. 


With this method it has been possible to recognize three 
fabrics (Plate 39): the first one, named CB 1, groups 
all the amphorae containing brown inclusions of small 
size and spread on the entire surface, that is nonetheless 
homogeneous and smoothed. This itself can be divided 
into two subgroups, CB 1.1'%*, that has poorly visible 
white inclusions and CB 1.2'%, characterized by big white 
inclusions (up to 0.5 cm, probably limestone), clearly 
visible where the surface is broken. The second fabric, CB 
2, groups all the amphorae with larger brown inclusions 
(up to 0.7 cm), visible on all the surface, also under the 
painting, and in some cases concentrated on the lower half 
of the body. Here too two subgroups are recognizable: in the 
first one, CB 2.1'™, the inclusions are very frequent, while 
in the second one, CB 2.2'%, they have the same features, 
but are less frequent. The third fabric, named CB 3!%, is 
characterized by vessels presenting few inclusions of a 
small size, with a homogeneous and very smoothed surface. 


3.6. Concluding remarks 


In the previous paragraphs the form, decoration and fabric 
of the amphorae have been treated separately. If we try to 
link the obtained data, the result that emerges is that they 
seem to be independent of each other. In fact, the identified 
fabrics do not match with any particular type and the 
decorative motifs are not linked strictly to any shape. 


'9 T am grateful to J. K. Papadopoulos for having raised the issue during 


a conversation about the subject. 

'! MaCapdans Away 1996, 103; Gros and Zurbach 2012, 117. 

'2 CB 1.1 includes the amphorae Inv. 605, 908, 910, 1088, 2024. 

'83 CB 1.2 includes the amphorae Inv. 544, 573, 578,1073, 2027. 

'°4 CB 2.1 includes the amphorae Inv. 558, 560, 569, 571, 585, 906, 1096, 
3037. 

'95 CB 2.2 includes the amphorae Inv. 556, 583, 602, 603, 611, 915, 1096, 
1098, 9045. 

'96 CB 3 includes the amphorae Inv. n.d. (tomb hS 117a), 557, 559, 565, 
566, 568, 572, 581, 586, 593, 594, 595, 600, 902, 904, 911, 1093, 1094, 
1098, 1163, 2008, 2012, 2013, 2733. 


Starting from the typology (Plate 32), the belly-handled 
amphorae belonging to the Submycenaean and Transitional 
phase show a high variability. Four types have been 
identified and each one contains a quite low number of 
vessels (from two to four). During the Protogeometric 
phase instead, only one type is attested, containing a higher 
number of vases (sixteen). Even with several varieties as 
to the size, the neck and the base, it is possible to observe 
an increase in the standardization of the Protogeometric 
amphorae, showing a change in the production processes. 
Excluding the fragmentary vases, eleven amphorae do not 
belong to the identified types. In some cases they constitute 
involuntary variations; however, this does not rule out the 
fact that the potters could produce artefacts deliberately not 
standardized, to be considered in some cases prestigious 
objects for an elite.!°’ For example the belly-handled amphora 
Inv. 2027 can be considered quite close to type 5 but cannot 
be included in it, courtesy of its unique characteristics; it 
belongs to the tomb PG 48, so far the richest in objects in 
the whole Protogeometric necropolis and certainly that of 
a high ranking woman. Another amphora showing unique 
characteristics is Inv. 1089 (tomb PG 38), again quite close 
to type 5 but not enough to be included in it, which was used 
as grave marker; during the Protogeometric period only two 
grave markers are attested, so also in this case the amphora 
belongs to an outstanding tomb. 


Focusing on the varieties, as already explained at the 
beginning of this chapter the height of the vessels is linked 
to both the chronology and the function: the amphorae of the 
Submycenaean times are smaller than the Protogeometric 
ones, which in turn have a smaller size than the Geometric 
vessels. Moreover, the amphorae used as urns are usually 
taller than the ones used as grave goods, while the vases used 
as markers outside the tomb are naturally the biggest ones of 
all. The base of these vessels can be flat, concave or can 
have a ring foot; usually the first two characterize the earliest 
artefacts even if sometimes the concave base also turns up 
on later vases. The differences in the base seem to have only 
a chronological value. Finally, the neck and the lip constitute 
another element which gives rise to varieties. While the 
size of the neck becomes higher and often also wider in 
the later phases of the Protogeometric period, showing a 
chronological value, the shape of the lip seems to be 
strictly functional. Usually the lip can be everted or flat and 
projecting: both the shapes are attested from the earlier phase 
until the end of the Protogeometric period, so the differences 
are probably linked to the function or the content of the 
vessels in non-funerary contexts. It should be noted that the 
last two varieties involve elements of the amphorae thrown 
separately from the body and afterwards attached to it.'*8 


The neck-handled amphorae of the Submycenaean period 
have such a high variability that no typological group can 
be identified. The vessels dating to the Transitional phase 
are few: only a type including two amphorae belongs to 
this period. During the Protogeometric stage, the neck- 


7 Kotsonas 2014, 12. 
188 Schreiber 1999, 73-87; Papadopoulos 2003, 213. 
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handled amphorae increase significantly in number but 
the types that have been identified are only two, a sign 
of a high standardization. Moreover it should be pointed 
out that even when there are differences in size due to the 
different uses of the vessels, as urns and as grave goods, 
the shape of the body is preserved and belongs to the same 
type. This is observable in the case of the amphorae Inv. 
1069 and 1971 (tomb PG 34), both belonging to type 
2, and in the case of the amphorae Inv. 1093 and 1094 
(tomb PG 43), belonging to type 3. The preservation of the 
formal characteristics, albeit with different dimensions, is 
a proof of the great skill and dexterity of the craftsman. 


As for the belly-handled amphorae, here too the varieties 
due to the differences in size can be attributed to both 
chronological and functional differences. The varieties 
due to diversities in the base (flat, concave or with a ring 
foot), as in the case of the belly-handled amphorae, seem 
to be chronological, even if sometimes it is possible to 
find a concave base on a later vessel. The shape of the 
neck and the lip is always very similar, in contrast with the 
higher variability observed in the belly-handled vessels, 
and almost never constitutes a variety; only in the case of 
the amphora Inv. 1163 is the lip flat and projecting, but 
the vase is too fragmentary to be inserted in one of the 
recognized types. 


The number of rim-handled amphorae and amphoriskoi 
is too small to elaborate any production models. The 
only observation that can be made is that all — whether 
belonging to the only type identified, or those that remain 
unmatched — have been found in burials of particular 
importance, with weapons and metal items or with a high 
number of objects. 


As in the case of rim-handled amphorae, so the number 
of shoulder-handled amphorae is very small. The vessels 
which can be included in the same type belong to very 
different chronological phases (Transitional and Late 
Protogeometric). A possible explanation for the continuity 
of the shape after almost a century is that the evidence 
which would have filled the chronological span between 
our two specimens has been lost. 


It is quite clear that during the Submycenaean and 
Transitional period a greater formal variability is detectable, 
which tends to diminish during the Protogeometric 
stage, when a higher standardization is attested; this 
standardization however concems mainly the body of the 
vessels, while the varieties are still numerous. The increase 
in the number of amphorae and the standardization of their 
shape during the Protogeometric period is strictly linked to 
the spread of the cremation rite and the greater demand of 
these vessels as urns. 


In reference to the Athenian vessels of the Archaic and 
Classical period, Ph. Sapirstein writes: “while it is hard to 
be sure that a group of vases of highly consistent profiles 
are necessarily the work of a single potter, we can at least 
conclude that vases with inconsistent profiles are unlikely 
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to have been thrown by the same person”!”; if we consider 


this statement valid also for the previous periods, it seems 
plausible that each type of amphora which have been 
recognized corresponds to the work of at least a potter or 
a workshop. 


The decorative motifs do not seem to be related to 
types. In some cases they are linked to a chronological 
phase, as for example the groups of concentric circles on 
the shoulder that are seen only during the Transitional 
and Early Protogeometric period, or the dark-ground 
decoration, usually belonging to the Late Protogeometric. 
However, taking together all the vessels belonging to a 
type, one can state that there is not a fixed scheme for the 
decoration and the painted motifs are quite heterogeneous; 
it is just possible to observe that the distribution of the 
decorative patterns follow the shape of the amphorae, 
going to decorate in particular the shoulder and/or the 
belly. Finally, it is hard to say if the painter and the 
potter were the same person or if a single painter could 
work for different potters or even several painters for a 
single potter. 


3.7. Catalogue of the amphorae 


No. | (Plates 26, 45) 


Inventory number: 421 

Tomb: SM 67 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 34.2 cm, H. neck 9.5 cm (rim included), D. rim 11.5 cm, 
D. max. ca. 28 cm, H. base 0.8 cm, D. base 14 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, with parts of the rim and of the lower body 
missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 2.5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt and homogeneous. There are irregularities and 
scratches, probably due to use. Under the handle and on 
the neck, over the same handle, traces of a tool. On the 
shoulder there is a slight trace of a firing defect. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 
Body: biconical 
Base: flat-profiled 
Handles: vertical, 
shoulder 

The mouth is bell-shaped, with an irregular form. Within 
the lip a small step is visible. The neck has a slight 
horizontal groove at the base. One handle joins the 


attached on the neck and the 


' Sapirstein 2014, 181. 
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neck in the middle, the other one a little higher. A slight 
swelling is present on the shoulder, over the handles. 
Decoration 

Colour: 10 R 5/8 (red) 

Neck: horizontal band on the lip and at the junction with 
the shoulder 

Shoulder: on both sides, in the middle, a tassel motif with 
three lines below 

Belly: wiggly line traced with diluted paint and a large 
brush between two horizontal bands; four lines below 
Base: horizontal band 

Handles: completely painted on the external side; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder 

The paint seems shiny in some areas 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Helladic III C Late — Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 32-33, pl. 26; Desborough 1952, 7, pl. 2; 
Mountjoy 1986, 197; Kerameikos XVII, 125. 


Context: Tomb SM 67 (Plate 42)? 

Cremation, urn burial 

The amphora-urn, covered by a large stone slab, was 
found in a round pit (D. ca. 55 cm); in the urn the burned 
bones of an adult. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 421). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 2 (Plates 8, 45) 


Inventory number: 420 

Tomb: SM 33 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar with lid 

H. 24.5 cm, D. rim 9 cm, D. max. 23.3 cm, D. base 10 cm; 
H. lid 4.3 cm, D. lid 10.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, the lid is broken in two pieces. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions, infrequent and spread on the 
entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Smoothed and homogeneous. Small horizontal grooves 
are visible in some areas of the lower body. A horizontal 
groove is present inside the lower part of the neck. On 
the lower part of the body there is a slight trace of a firing 
defect. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: vertical 

Neck: cylindrical 

Body: globular 


200 Kerameikos I, 32-33. 


Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Lid: cylindrical with a slightly rounded top, perforated 
at the centre 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the external side, with two 
horizontal bands at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: around the entire circumference a frieze with 
languettes, below hand-drawn concentric arcs with 
central filling which rest on a horizontal line; below a 
horizontal band between two lines. On both sides, in 
the middle, there is a plastic decoration constituted by a 
painted nipple (Plate 36, no. 1) 

Belly: two wavy lines connected to the upper horizontal 
line or to the handle; in the lower part two horizontal 
bands 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertically barred; “moustache” stripes at the 
junction with the belly 

Lid: three thick concentric circles surrounded by four 
thin concentric circles and below a wide horizontal band 
Typology 

l.lal 

Chronology 

Late Helladic III C Late — Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 19-20, pl. 21; Desborough 1952, 20-21; 
Kourou 2002, 74; Mountjoy 1999, 628; Kerameikos 
XVIII, 116-117. 


Context: Tomb SM 337”! 

Inhumation, slab-covered pit 

Dimensions 180 x 50 cm. Skeleton measures 150 cm up 
to the shoulder, with the right arm extended and the left 
one oblique on the chest. The skull and leg bones are no 
longer in their original position. On the right shoulder, a 
finger bone presumably of the right hand with a bronze 
ring. Close to the upper part of the right arm a bronze 
fibula. At the centre, on the side of the head, a stirrup- 
jar; in the left corner an amphoriskos and between the 
disturbed leg bones an amphora (collar-necked jar). 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar 
(Inv. 420), stirrup-jar (Inv. n.d.), amphoriskos (Inv. n.d.), 
bronze ring (Inv. n.d.), bronze fibula (Inv. n.d.). 
Osteological data: absent. 


No. 3 (Plates 30, 47) 


Inventory number: 3878 

Tomb: SM 127 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Shoulder-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 28.4 cm, D. rim 13.7 cm, D. max. 23.8 cm, D. base 
10.8 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, three-quarters of the rim missing and 
reconstructed. 


01 Kerameikos I, 19-20. 
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Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: lighter than the surface (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (0.05—0.15 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Smoothed and homogeneous, but pockmarked and with 
irregularities. 

Two horizontal grooves are well visible in the upper part 
of the belly, while a third one is very slight. On the lower 
part of the belly there is a hole, a slight depression and 
some signs probably incised involuntary. 
Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on _ the 
longitudinally, with an almost triangular shape 
Decoration 

Colour: 2.5 YR 5/8 (red). 

Neck: painted inside and outside 

Shoulder: unpainted 

Belly: wide horizontal band between groups of three 
horizontal lines 

Base: painted, together with the junction to the body 
Handles: completely painted on the external side 

A wide brush stroke from the junction between the foot 
and the body, running upwards. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVII, 16-17, pl. 24, fig. 7. 


shoulder 


Context: Tomb SM 127 (Plate 42)°” 

Cremation, urn burial 

The amphora-urn and other five vases were found in a 
round pit (ca. 60 cm in diameter); it is not possible to 
state if the amphora was standing or laid on its side. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: shoulder-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 
3878), two stirrup-jars (Inv. 3879, 3880), two lekythoi 
(Inv. 3881, 3882), one-handled cup (Inv. 3883). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: cremated remains weighing 680 g””. 


No. 4 (Plates 26, 45) 


Inventory number: 422 

Tomb: SM 56 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H.37 cm, D. rim 12 cm, H. neck 9 cm, D. max. ca. 27.5 cm, 
H. base 0.8 cm, D. base 11.5 cm. 


202 Kerameikos XVIII, 16-17. 
203 Lagia 2007, 275. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


State of preservation 

Mended from several large fragments, most of the 
shoulder and some areas of the body missing and 
reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05-0.1 cm), very 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt and homogeneous, very worn. On both sides there 
are slight traces of firing defects, in one case with a slight 
depression. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder. 
Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/2 (dark reddish-brown) and 10 R 5/6-8 
(red). 

Neck: horizontal band on the lip and at the junction with 
the shoulder 

Shoulder: unpainted 

Belly: a horizontal band between two horizontal lines 
Base: horizontal line 

Handles: vertical band with a small horizontal stroke 
in the middle, a band encircles the junction with the 
shoulder 

Matt paint. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 29, pl. 26; Desborough 1952, 7; Kerameikos 
XVII, 124. 


Context: Tomb SM 56°" 

Cremation, urn burial 

The amphora-urn with burned bones inside was found in 
a round pit (28-34 cm in diameter) with the wall on the 
south-western side burned. The pit and the amphora were 
covered by a stone slab; above it a bed of crushed stones. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 422). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 5 (Plates 26, 46) 
Inventory number: 519 
Tomb: SM 75 

Burial ground: Pompeion 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 
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H. 37.7 cm, D. rim 13.2 cm, D. max. ca. 28.2 cm, H. base 
0.8 cm, D. base 14.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Mended from several fragments, most of the rim, the neck, 
the shoulder, and the body missing and reconstructed. 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (0.05—0.4 cm), frequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2 (pinkish-grey) 

Matt, quite smoothed and homogeneous; lines due to the 
rotation of the wheel are visible in some areas. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck under the lip and 
the shoulder, slightly arched 

A horizontal groove is present inside the neck. 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/2 (dark brown) 

Neck: horizontal band on the lip and at the junction with 
the shoulder 

Shoulder: a frieze of languettes immediately under the 
neck, below three horizontal lines 

Belly: a horizontal line in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertical wavy lines, a band encircles the junction 
with the shoulder and from it two symmetrical “S” motifs 
tun along the shoulder and the belly 

Paint worn. One of the languettes has an orientation 
different from the others. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 36, pl. 26; Desborough 1952, 7; Mountjoy 
1988, 18; Kerameikos XVIII, 125. 


Context: Tomb SM 757° 

Cremation, urn burial 

Amphora-urn with burned bones inside; fragments of 
two lekythoi. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 519), two 
lekythoi (Inv. 520, 521). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 6 (Plates 10, 47) 


Inventory number: 3873 
Tomb: SM 126 
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Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 28 cm, D. rim 12.6 cm; D. max. 22 cm; D. base 10.7 cm. 
State of preservation 

Complete. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (0.05—-0.3 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. Four grooves at the 
base of the neck. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 2.5/2 (dark reddish-brown) and 10 R 5/4 
(weak red) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal series of points at the base of the 
neck, below three horizontal lines 

Belly: wiggly line traced with diluted paint and a large 
brush; two horizontal bands below 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertically barred; “moustache” stripes at the 
junction with the belly 

Several smears of the paint, especially on the two 
horizontal bands in the lower part of the body. Some of 
the points at the base of the neck go upwards. 

Typology 

1.4a 1 

Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVIII, 15-16, pl. 23, fig. 6. 


Context: Tomb SM 126 (Plate 42)°°° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole?) 

Nearly square trench with a vertical stone slab on the 
south side. Almost at the centre of the trench was cut a 
smaller round pit (56 x 51 cm), covered by two stone 
slabs; inside this the amphora-urn and other four vessels. 
It is not possible to state if the amphora was put on one 
side, as it has been found, or if it was overturned by 
water-action. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 3873), 
two oinochoai (Inv. 3874, 3875), two lekythoi (Inv. 3876, 
3877). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 
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Osteological data: cremated remains weighing 260 g. 
The bones preserved are white with longitudinal and 
transverse splitting and warping. There are fragmented 
remains of the cranium and the long bones. The 
completely open sutures of the calvarial fragments and 
the thickness of the diploé suggest that the dead was a 
young adult or in late adolescence; sex indeterminate””. 


No. 7 (Plates 8, 59) 


Inventory number: 920 

Tomb: PG 24 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar (urn) 

H. 36.5 cm, D. rim 11.5 cm, D. max. ca. 30.2 cm, 
D. base 15.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. Very regular, slip 
corroded in several points. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: vertical 

Neck: cylindrical 

Body: globular 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 4/0 (dark grey) on the shoulder, 2.5 YR 
4/4 (reddish-brown) on the belly. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: a frieze of languettes immediately under the 
neck, below a horizontal band between groups of two 
horizontal lines. On both sides, in the middle, there is a 
plastic decoration constituted by a painted nipple (Plate 
36, no. 2) 

Belly: wiggly line traced with diluted paint and a large 
brush; two horizontal lines below 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertically barred; “moustache” stripes at the 
junction with the belly 

The darker paint is slightly shiny. The number of strokes 
on the handles is different (five and six or seven) 
Typology 

1.1b 1 

Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 32-33, pl. 9; Desborough 1952, 21; 
Kourou 2002, 74; Kerameikos XVIII, 117-118. 
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Context: Tomb PG 2478 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

At the centre of a trench (117 x 60 x 75 cm), under a 
dark grey irregular marble slab, a round pit (48 =< 45 cm) 
containing the urn with the ashes. On the mouth of the 
vessel a bronze shield boss with the external side upward. 
On the covering slab and on the trench floor a thin layer 
of ash and soil from the pyre. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar- 
urn (Inv. 920), bronze shield boss (Inv. M 49). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: male. 


No. 8 (Plates 26, 45) 


Inventory number: 487 

Tomb: SM 71 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Neck-handled amphoriskos 

H. 16.1 cm, D. rim 5 cm, D. max. ca. 
(reconstructed?), H. base 0.8 cm, D. base 6 cm. 
State of preservation 

Neck, base, part of the handles and of the body preserved. 
Most of the surface is badly worn and reconstructed. 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
(visible especially under the foot). 

Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 6/4 (light yellowish-brown) 

Matt, it appears pockmarked and very corroded in 
the original black and white photograph; heavily 
reconstructed, today the restored body appears smooth. 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder. 
Decoration 

Colour: 10 YR 3/2 (very dark greyish-brown) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, barred rim and 
horizontal band inside the lip 

Shoulder: unpainted or decoration not preserved 

Belly: traces of two horizontal bands, maybe the upper 
one wavy 

Base: painted 

Handles: barred, a band encircles the junction with the 
shoulder 

Matt paint. The decoration on the belly described in the 
volume I of the series Kerameikos is constituted by a 
wavy line, two thin horizontal bands and below a wider 
horizontal band; nowadays this decoration is no longer 
visible. 


11 cm 
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Typology 
N.d. 


Chronology 

Submycenaean 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 35, pl. 27; Desborough 1952, 7. 


Context: Tomb SM 71?” 

Inhumation, cist grave 

Disturbed burial, cut by the Dipylon building. The slab 
on the north side has been removed; inside the confused 
bones of an adult and an amphoriskos at the side of the 
head. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphoriskos (Inv. 487). 
Osteological data: absent. 


No. 9 (Plates 17, 55) 


Inventory number: 751 

Tomb: PG 14 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. preserved 14 cm, L. preserved 19.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Fragments of the shoulder, the belly and one handle. 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions, infrequent. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Shoulder: cross-hatched triangle and a vertical wavy 
line; below a horizontal band between groups of two 
horizontal lines 

Belly: wiggly line traced with diluted paint; a horizontal 
line below 

Handles: vertically barred; “moustache” stripes at the 
junction with the belly 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Submycenaean — Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 189, 205 fig. 13; Desborough 1952, 21. 


Context: Tomb PG 14 (Plate 43)?!” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

A trench (87 x 60 x 65 cm) filled with soil to 50 cm 
of depth; below ash, small pieces of coal, burned and 
unburned sherds. In the trench cut a round pit (D. 43 cm) 
containing the amphora-urn with the ashes of the dead; 
among them, fragments of bronze pins. The west part of 
the upper trench has been cut by a later burial; probably 
the covering slab has been removed. 


209 Kerameikos I, 35. 
210 Kerameikos I, 188-189. 


Objects inside the amphora-urn: eight fragments of 
bronze pins (Inv. n.d.); at one end probably fragment of 
the spiral of a fibula. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 562). 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of belly- 
handled amphora (Inv. 751), fragments of amphoriskos 
(Inv. 752), burned fragments of the foot and the wall of 
a jug (Inv. 753). 

Osteological data: some parts of the skull are preserved: 
median frontal fragment with fractured sinus, glabella 
apparently medium, greater wings of the sphenoid 
small; a few small remains of the limbs are also attested, 
revealing neither age nor sex. Adult? Female??"’ 


No. 10 (Plates 8, 55) 


Inventory number: 562 

Tomb: PG 14 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 38.2 cm, D. rim 15.8 cm, D. max. 31.5 cm, D. base 
11.7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; part of the lip 
and of the neck missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions, quite frequent and spread on 
the entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. There are traces of 
firing defects. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular 

Base: slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: around the entire circumference, at regular 
intervals, seven pairs of vertical wavy lines alternate with 
seven series of vertical points, below three horizontal 
lines 

Belly: unpainted 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertically barred (five strokes); “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Typology 

1.2a 2 

Chronology 

Transitional 
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Bibliography 
Kerameikos I, 188-189, 215, pl. 54; Desborough 1952, 
21; Kourou 2002, 75; Kerameikos XVIII, 109. 


Context: See amphora no. 9 (Inv. 751) 


No. 11 (Plates 8, 50) 


Inventory number: 529 

Tomb: PG B 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 33.7 cm, D. rim 14.5 cm, D. max. ca. 27 cm, D. base 
12.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a chip missing from the shoulder. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous with some 
irregularities. Some slight grooves due to the rotation of 
the wheel on the belly, traces of firing defect. In several 
areas a black patina. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: globular 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 10 R 4/8 (red) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: from top to bottom a group of three horizontal 
lines, a horizontal wiggly line, a group of two horizontal 
lines, another horizontal wiggly line and a group of four 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: a stripe along the outer surface; “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint. 

Typology 

1.2a 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 103-104, 117, pl. 32; Desborough 1952, 
21; Lemos 2002, fig. 1.1; Kourou 2002, 75; Ruppenstein, 
Kerameikos XVII, 109. 


Context: Tomb PG B?” 
Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 
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Square trench with the long sides at 65 cm; on the floor 
soil and ash, probably from the funerary pyre. Under the 
reddened floor of the trench, a pit (35 x 35 x 30 cm) 
containing the amphora-urn. On the north and east sides 
small stone slabs stabilized the pit, covered by a stone 
block. The amphora-urn was put obliquely into the pit, 
closed by a small slatey stone slab. Inside the vase the 
burned bones of the dead, apparently young, a bronze 
spearhead and a dagger with an iron blade. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bronze spearhead 
(Inv. 2961a), dagger with iron blade (Inv. 2961b). 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 529). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 

Probably male, due to the objects found in the grave’!’. 


No. 12 (Plates 9, 47) 


Inventory number: 8954 

Tomb: SM 145 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 27.4 cm, D. rim 14.9 cm, D. max. 22.5 cm; D. base 
10.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; part of 
the lip and a small part of the shoulder missing and 
reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm; a few appear 
greater), infrequent and spread on the entire surface of 
the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. Inside and outside 
some areas show a black patina. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

The body of the vessel leans slightly crooked on its base. 
Decoration 

Colour: 2.5 YR 5/8 (red) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: a group of three horizontal thin bands; below 
a horizontal wide band between a group of two (above) 
and three (below) thin bands 

Belly: two horizontal wavy lines; in the lower part four 
horizontal thin bands that join in some points and have a 
non-homogeneous thickness 

Base: unpainted 
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Handles: a stripe along the outer surface; “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Typology 

1.3a 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVII, 29-30, pl. 34, fig. 14. 


Context: Tomb SM 145 (Plate 42)°"4 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Round pit covered by a stone slab containing the 
amphora-urn, closed with a skyphos. Above the covering 
slab the pyre debris with fragments of other vessels, at 
least eight or even more. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 8954), 
skyphos (Inv. 8955). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a lekythos 
(Inv. 9751 a-f), fragments of a krater (Inv. 9752), 
fragments of a skyphos (Inv. 9753), fragments of a 
handmade vessel (Inv. 9754). 

Osteological data: cremated remains weighing 1.5 kg. 
Several elements of an adult skeleton are preserved: 
maxillae and right mandible with the alveoli of molars, 
loose roots of teeth, cranial fragments, fragments of 
long bones, of the hands and feet, spinous processes 
and vertebral bodies with porosity and compression, rib 
fragments. Due to the femoral midshaft circumference 
the sex of the dead was possibly female?". 


No. 13 (Plates 10, 48) 


Inventory number: 9045 

Tomb: SM 146 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 40 cm, D. rim 12 cm; D. max. 31.2 cm; D. base 13.1 cm. 
State of preservation 

Complete; part of the lip missing and reconstructed 
Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.15 cm; a few appear 
greater), frequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4-6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous; slip corroded in 
several points. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: cylindrical, slightly concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: flat-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 
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Decoration 

Colour: 2.5 YR 2.5/4 (dark reddish-brown) and 10 R 
4-5/8 (red) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside; two horizontal 
lines at the junction with the shoulder 

Shoulder: on one side, in the middle, there is a plastic 
decoration constituted by two nipples with a painted ring 
at the junction with the shoulder (Plate 36, no. 3); the one 
on the right has also points near the painted ring. Traces 
of a horizontal wavy line next to the nipples. On the 
lower part a wide horizontal band between two groups of 
three horizontal lines 

Belly: wavy line; below a group of two horizontal lines 
and in the lower part a third horizontal line 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: vertically barred; “moustache” stripes at the 
junction with the belly 

Poorly preserved paint in several areas. 

Typology 

1.4b 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVIII, 30-31, pl. 35, fig. 15. 


Context: Tomb SM 146 (Plate 43)?" 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Round pit covered bya stone slab containing the amphora- 
urn; the amphora was closed with an overturned krater. 
Many objects found inside the urn and into the pit. Above 
the covering slab the pyre debris with many fragments of 
burned vessels; remains from the pyre have been found 
also to the east of the covering slab, together with the 
fragment of a skyphos. The pyre debris has been cut at 
the south by the wall of the Sacred Gate tower. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bottomless lekythos 
(Inv. 9055), gold hair spiral (Inv. M 739), iron ring (Inv. 
M 833), steatite spindle whorl (Inv. 9057), two faience 
spindle whorls (Inv. 9056, 9058), three glass beads (Inv. 
9059-9061). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 9045), 
krater (Inv. 9046), two cylindrical lekythoi (Inv. 9047, 
9048), lekythos (Inv. 9049), two rim-handled amphoriskoi 
(Inv. 9050, 9051), ring flask (Inv. 9052), bird askos (Inv. 
9053), fragment of a krater (Inv. 9054). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragment of a skyphos 
(Inv. 9022), fragments of a jug (Inv. 9744 a-b), fragments 
of a lekythos (Inv. 9745 a-e), fragments of a cylindrical 
lekythos (Inv. 9746 a-e), fragments of an amphoriskos 
(Inv. 9747 a-b), fragment of the handle of a rim-handled 
amphoriskos (Inv. 9748), fragment of the rim of an open 
vessel (Inv. 9749), fragment of the body of an open vessel 
(Inv. 9750). 

Osteological data: Completely cremated remains, 
well preserved. They include cranial fragments with 
many parts of sutures completely open, a supraorbital 
margin, part of the mandible with alveoli, loose roots of 
teeth, part of the pubis with a clearly female subpubic 
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concavity, fragments of the long bones, vertebral bodies 
with unfused epiphyseal plates, a metacarpal and a mid 
phalanx with unfused and incompletely fused proximal 
epiphysis; due to the stage of union of the secondary 
centres of ossification and the morphology of the pubis, 
it is possible to state that the skeleton belongs to an 
adolescent female*’’. 


No. 14 (Plates 19, 49) 


Inventory number: 522 

Tomb: PG A east 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 35.5 cm, H. neck 10 cm, D. rim 13.3 cm, D. max. ca. 
24.5 cm, D. base 11 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. 

On the entire surface a black/dark grey patina. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder. 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) and 7.5 YR 3/2 (dark 
brown). 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip and at 
the junction with the shoulder 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric circles 
separated by one (probably on the other side two, but the 
decoration is not well preserved) vertical wiggly lines, 
flanked by groups of languettes (four or five longer and 
two or three shorter); below a horizontal band between 
two horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: on one handle two vertical stripes crossing 
at the top, on the other one two wavy lines crossing in 
different points; a band encircles the junction with the 
shoulder 

Matt paint, in some points worn. The wavy lines are 
made with diluted paint. 

Typology 

2.lal 

Chronology 

Transitional 
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Bibliography 
Kerameikos I, 100-103, pl. 29; Desborough 1952, 7, pl. 
2; Lemos 2002, fig. 6.1; Kerameikos XVII, 123. 


Context: Tomb PG A (Plate 43)?!8 

Double cremation, urn burials (trench-and-hole) 

In the upper trench (115 x 55/60 x 50 cm) a filling made 
of soil, a thin layer of fine black wood ash and white 
bone ash without bones, containing several burned 
sherds belonging to at least twelve small lekythoi and a 
jug; from here also the iron blade of a knife. This filling 
plausibly comes from the funerary pyre and the knife 
could have been used for a sacrifice and then thrown into 
the grave. 

On the floor of the trench at east there was a rectangular 
unworked stone and below other small stones that covered 
a neck-handled amphora put into a small round pit; on 
the mouth of the amphora-urn a skyphos and nearby a 
lekythos, similar to the ones found in the filling of the 
upper trench but without traces of fire. Into the amphora- 
urn some bones collected from the pyre belonging to a 
15—16 years old person, together with a bronze spearhead. 
At west, under the same stone cover, there was a second 
pit with a rim-handled amphora, half immersed into the 
ground water; in the amphora-urn the burned bones of a 
20-22 years old young man together with a long bronze 
spearhead and a dagger with an iron blade. 

PGA east 

Objects inside the amphora-urn Inv. 522: bronze 
spearhead (Inv. M 787). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 522), 
lekythos (Inv. 526), skyphos (Inv. 525). 

PGA west 

Objects inside the amphora-urn Inv. 523: bronze 
spearhead (Inv. M 786), dagger with iron blade (Inv. B 
199). 

Grave goods: rim-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 523). 
Objects from the pyre debris: lekythoi (Inv. 527, 528), 
jug (Inv. 524), iron blade of a knife (Inv. n.d.). 
Osteological data: a few bones from the pyre belonging 
to a 15-16 years old person from PG A east; burned 
bones belonging to a 20-22 years old young man from 
PG A west (the age determinations have been made by 
Dr. Apostoulopulos). 


No. 15 (Plates 29, 49) 


Inventory number: 523 

Tomb: PGA west 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Rim-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 38.5-40 cm, H. neck ca. 8.5 cm, D. rim 21.3 cm 
(external) and 17 cm (internal), D. max. ca. 27 cm, D. 
base 13.5. 

State of preservation 

Complete, a small part of lip and neck missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 


218 Kiibler, Eilmann and Kraiker 1932, 207-208; Kerameikos I, 100-103. 


Colour: 5 YR 6/3-4 (light reddish-brown) 

Infrequent and small inclusions (0.5 mm). 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt and homogeneous; slip corroded in several points. 
Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the rim and the shoulder. 
It is not symmetrical and one side is higher than the other 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside with two 
horizontal reserved bands at the junction with the 
shoulder, thin horizontal line inside the lip, barred rim 
Shoulder: upper part painted; in a reserved area below 
four groups of hand-drawn concentric semicircles with 
central filling (on one side three big and one small, on 
the other side two big and two small); below a dogtooth 
frieze running all around the vessel between two 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines and a horizontal band, 
below a dogtooth frieze running all around the vessel 
between two horizontal lines, a horizontal band and four 
horizontal lines; in the lower part a wide horizontal band 
and six horizontal lines 

Base: painted, together with the junction with the body 
Handles: one barred, the other one barred in the upper 
part and with a fishbone pattern in the lower part; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Paint worn in several areas. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 100-103, pl. 29; Desborough 1952, 
40-41, pl. 6; Kourou 2002, 63; Lemos 2002, fig. 6.2; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 146. 


Context: See amphora no. 14 (Inv. 522) 


No. 16 (Plate 71) 


Inventory number: n.d. 
Tomb: hS 74 

Burial ground: Sacred Way (Heilige StraBe) 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 
H. preserved 28 cm 

State of preservation 

Only the lower half preserved 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Shape 

N.d. 


Decoration 

Similar to the amphora from the grave hS 76; slightly 
smaller 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 6. 


Context: Tomb hS 74?” 

Cremation, urn burial 

The upper half has been destroyed by contact with water. 
The amphora-urn was placed vertically into the ground, 
nearby a lekythos surrounded by stones. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. n.d.), 
lekythos (Inv. 3598). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 17 (Plates 19, 71) 


Inventory number: 3701 

Tomb: hS 76 

Burial ground: Sacred Way (Heilige Strafe) 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 42 cm, D. rim 13.5 cm, D. max. ca. 28.5 cm, D. base 
12.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt and homogeneous 

Very corroded with traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: ovoid, slightly biconical 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey). 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric circles 
or a double spiral horizontally connected; below three 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. Under the 
handles two antithetical hooks 
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Matt paint, very worn. Only traces of paint in several 
points. 

Typology 

2.1b 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 6, fig. 10.1; Kerameikos XVIII, 
120, pl. 43. 


Context: Tomb hS 767° 

Cremation, urn burial 

Pit closed by a thin slate slab. The amphora-urn was 
reclined, in its mouth a skyphos. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 3701), 
skyphos (Inv. 3702). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 18 (Plates 10, 46) 


Inventory number: 3037 

Tomb: SM 118 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 43.6 cm, D. rim 14.4 cm, D. max. ca. 32 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; part 
of the lip, of the shoulder and of the belly, together with 
one of the handles, missing. Nine small fragments not 
restorable 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), frequent and 
concentrated especially in the lower part of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous; slip corroded in 
several areas. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting, slightly oblique 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, barred rim and 
horizontal band inside the lip 

Shoulder: the upper part is completely painted, continuing 
the decoration from the neck; below a group of two 
horizontal lines, two horizontal zigzag lines and a wide 
horizontal band between two groups of two horizontal lines 
Belly: three horizontal wavy lines and below three 
horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 
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Handles: a stripe along the outer surface; “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Typology 

1.5a 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVIII, 11-12, pl. 20, fig. 4. 


Context: Tomb SM 118%”! 

Cremation, urn burial 

Pit (35 cm in diameter) with the amphora-urn. It is not 
possible to recognize the original shape of the grave since 
it was disturbed. Next to the amphora-urn a fragment of 
a skyphos, perhaps used to cover the vessel. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 3037), 
skyphos (Inv. 3038). 

Objects from the pyre debris: lekythos (Inv. 3039), 
krateriskos or skyphos (Inv. 3041). 

Osteological data: absent 


No. 19 (Plate 75) 


Inventory number: 11238 

Tomb: n.d. 

Shoulder or belly-handled amphorae 

State of preservation 

Twenty-six fragments 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Surface 

N.d. 

Shape 

N.d. 

Decoration 

Shoulder: painted arc, surrounded by different motifs 
which follow its shape: two lines, a zigzag between two 
lines, another line, a dogtooth motif between two lines 
and a further line; below three horizontal bands 

Belly: cross-hatched and chequered panels, vertical 
zigzag between two lines, curved arc between groups of 
three curved lines; the external lines are surrounded by 
a series of marginal dots; below two horizontal lines, a 
horizontal band and three horizontal lines 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, pl. 39; Desborough 1952, 37; Kourou 
2002, 67; Bohen 2017, 193, fig. 30, 92. 


Context: Grave mound?” 


No. 20 (Plates 30, 51) 


Inventory number: 531 
Tomb: PG 1 


221 Kerameikos XVIII, 11-12. 
22 Kerameikos I, plate 39; Bohen 2017, 193. 
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Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Shoulder-handled amphora 

H. max. 26.3 cm, D. rim 13 cm, D. max. (reconstructed) 
19.6 cm, D. base 8.2 cm 

State of preservation 

Profile almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
many parts of vessel missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—-6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Not easily visible inclusions, infrequent. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous; small swellings in 
some points. Some fragments are burned and stuck to 
unburned fragments, so probably the vase was exposed 
to the fire when it was already broken. 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the shoulder 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles with central filling and with 
marginal dots; below a horizontal band 

Belly: completely painted with three reserved horizontal 
lines in the upper part and another three reserved 
horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: completely painted; under the bottom a painted line 
Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; two 
further vertical lines from one junction with the shoulder 
to the other 

Matt paint 

Typology 

4.lal 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 89-93, pl. 61; Desborough 1952, 37; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 2.2; Kourou 2002, 67. 


Context: Tomb PG 1” 

Cremation, ash pit 

The upper part of the pit has been destroyed by a later 
tomb; the lower part of the grave consists of an irregular 
and elongated pit (62 x 90 x 10 cm). On the floor fine 
grey burned-bone ash and many sherds. Sherds from the 
same vessels have been found in the upper filling of the 
burial and nearby; they belong to thirteen vases. 

Objects from the pyre debris: shoulder-handled 
amphora (Inv. 531), two stirrup-jars (Inv. 534, 537), two 
lekythoi (Inv. 538, 542), multiple vase composed of three 


223 Kerameikos I, 89-93. 


amphoriskoi (Inv. 539), krateriskos (Inv. 532), handmade 
jug (Inv. 541), pilgrim flask (Inv. 536), askos (Inv. 535), 
pyxis (Inv. 533). 

Osteological data: absent. 

Probably female, due to the objects found in the grave’. 


No. 21 (Plates 9, 51) 


Inventory number: 530 

Tomb: PG 3 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 35 cm, H. neck ca. 7.5 cm, D. rim 15.5 cm, D. max. ca. 
24.8 cm, D. base 10.6 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete, with several cracks. 

Inside a couple of bone fragments are still attached to the 
wall of the vase 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 7/3 (very pale brown) 

Matt, quite smoothed and homogeneous; lines due to the 
rotation of the wheel are visible in some areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly; not perfectly 
symmetrical 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/2 (dark brown) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; below a frieze of five groups of hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles with central filling (made of nine 
lines, except one made of eight lines) and a horizontal 
band between groups of two horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: unpainted 

Handles: a stripe along the outer surface; “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint, worn. The wavy lines are traced with diluted 
paint; drops of paint in some points 

Typology 

1.3b 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 93-94, 215, pl. 54; Desborough 1952, 
22; Mountjoy 1999, 196; Kourou 2002, 75; Kerameikos 
XVIII, 109. 


24 Stromberg 1993, 136. 
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Context: Tomb PG 3” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the floor of a rectangular trench (60 cm in width, 90 
cm in depth) a smaller pit (36 x 40 cm) containing the 
amphora-urn with the burned bones of an adult. The pit 
was covered by pieces of schist slabs, while the amphora- 
urn was closed by the base of a broken vessel, perhaps a 
krater. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 530), 
base of a vessel, perhaps a krater (Inv. n.d.). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 22 (Plate 71) 


Inventory number: n.d. 

Tomb: hS 92a 

Burial ground: Sacred Way (Heilige StraBe) 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 49 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete profile, vase mended from several fragments, 
part of the neck and of the shoulder missing 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Shape 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the upper part of the neck 
and the shoulder. 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: groups of opposed diagonals running all 
around the vessel, below two horizontal lines; in the 
middle there is a plastic decoration of a nipple (Plate 36, 
no. 4) 

Belly: three horizontal wide bands alternating to groups 
of four, three and two horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: pattern similar to a chequered panel 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 7, fig. 11.3; Kourou 2002, 63; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 147, pl. 43. 


Context: Tomb hS 92a” 
Cremation, urn burial 


225 Kerameikos I, 93-94. 
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Cut by the Geometric grave 48 (hS 120), the half with the 
amphora-urn preserved; the vase was placed vertically 
into the ground and contained the cremated remains of 
the dead together with fragments of two iron pins. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: fragments of two iron 
pins with ivory head (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. n.d.). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 23 (Plates 17, 59) 


Inventory number: 923 

Tomb: PG 22 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 19.6 cm, D. rim 10 cm, D. max. 14 cm, D. base 6.2 cm 
State of preservation 

Complete, part of the lip missing and reconstructed 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (0.05—0.4 cm), frequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel, especially on 
the lower part 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: globular 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

The handles are attached at different heights 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal wide 
band inside the lip with a reserved thin band in the upper 
part 

Shoulder: horizontal wide band between groups of three 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below two horizontal bands 
Base: horizontal band at the junction with the body 
Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 32, pl. 4; Desborough 1952, 21; Lemos 
2002, fig. 3.1. 


Context: Tomb PG 22”” 
Inhumation, slab-covered pit 


227 Kerameikos IV, 32. 
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The northern side of the pit (2.70 x 1.40 m) has been 
destroyed. Under a cover made of slate marble slabs, for 
2 m in length a fine blackish rotten coating, the remains 
of a wooden coffin. Skeleton in poor state of preservation 
with the head on the northern side, the legs slightly 
retracted and the knees to the east. Under the skull a gold 
spiral and a second one at the centre of the back; remains 
of iron pins. Between the skull and the wall of the coffin, 
a stirrup-jar and a lekythos. On the south-western side, 
between the coffin and the wall of the pit, a chest with lid 
and a small amphora. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora (Inv. 923), 
lekythos (Inv. 921), stirrup-jar (Inv. 922), rectangular 
chest with lid (Inv. 924), two gold spirals (Inv. M 117), 
iron pin (Inv. n.d.). 

Osteological data: female’. 


No. 24 (Plates 9, 71) 


Inventory number: 2733 

Tomb: hS 101 

Burial ground: Sacred Way (Heilige StraBe) 
Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 44.6 cm, D. rim ca. 21.5 cm, D. max. ca. 34 cm, D. 
base ca. 14.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, part of the neck missing and reconstructed 
Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous; traces of a tool and 
of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-black). 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal thin 
band inside the lip 

Shoulder: three horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck; below four groups of hand-drawn concentric 
semicircles with central filling placed at the centre of 
each side and in correspondence of the handles, between 
them four groups of fourteen, fifteen, sixteen and twenty- 
two languettes; below a horizontal band between groups 
of two horizontal lines 

Belly: on each side four groups of concentric circles, 
below three horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 


228 Kerameikos IV, 2. 


Handles: barred with a stripe along the outer surface; 
“moustache” stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint. The languettes on the shoulder have different 
thickness; on the belly two groups of concentric circles 
go up touching the upper horizontal line. In the lower 
part of the vase a smear of paint (Plate 38, no. 4). 
Typology 

1.3c 1 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 5, fig. 11.4; Lemos 2002, fig. 
83.1; Kerameikos XVIII, 109-110, pl. 43. 


Context: Tomb hS 101 (Plate 42)°” 

Cremation, urn burial 

Pit closed by a poros slab. Under the cover the amphora- 
urn, placed vertically into the ground, with the slab 
pressing on the rim. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2733). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 25 (Plates 9, 55) 


Inventory number: 563 

Tomb: PG 13 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 29.5 cm, D. rim 13.5 cm, D. max. 23 cm, D. base 
10.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; part of the 
shoulder missing 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel, visible 
especially inside the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous; traces of firing defects 
Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: globular 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

The handles are attached at different heights 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey). 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: a frieze of six groups of concentric circles 
alternating with six groups of two, three, four, five or 


29 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 5, fig. 2.1. 
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six languettes running all around the vessel, below three 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: unpainted 

Handles: barred, “moustache” stripes at the junction with 
the belly 

Typology 

1.3b 2 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 186-188, 215, pl. 54, 58; Desborough 
1952, 21, pl. 4; Lemos 2002, fig.4.1; Kourou 2002, 75; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 110. 


Context: Tomb PG 13 (Plate 43)? 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Into the trench a filling (1.18 m in depth) made of soil 
with grey-reddish ash, burned and unburned sherds. On 
the floor of the trench a round pit (45 x 40 cm) covered 
by a stone slab, containing the amphora-urn. In the mouth 
of the amphora, crushed by the stone slab, a stirrup-jar. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins 
(Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 563), 
stirrup-jar (Inv. 564). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a skyphos 
(Inv. 770), rectangular chest with lid (Inv. 771), fragments 
of a rectangular chest (Inv. 772), fragments of a bowl 
(inv. 773), fragments of an askos (Inv. 774), burned 
sherds of at least seven jugs or stirrup-jars (Inv. n.d.). 
Osteological data: from the skull fragments of the 
frontal with an orbital upper margin, weak prominence 
of the arcus superciliaris, glabella apparently weak; piece 
of occipital bone with weak muscular lines, alveoli, 
numerous remains of the tooth root. Remains of both 
humeral heads, remains of radius, femur and fibula, small 
femoral heads, both patellae, a talus, both navicularia. 
Adult, probably female”. 


No. 26 (Plates 15, 52) 


Inventory number: 549 

Tomb: PG 4 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 66 cm, D. rim 18 cm, D. max. 33 cm, D. base 13.6 cm. 
State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 7/3 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.7 cm), frequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2 (pinkish-grey) 

Matt and homogeneous 


230 Kerameikos I, 186-188. 
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Very corroded, in several areas the slip is not preserved 
or tents to pull away 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 4/0 (dark grey) on the shoulder and 5 YR 
4/2 (dark reddish-grey) on the belly 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; three groups of hand-drawn concentric semicircles 
with central filling alternating with three groups of seven 
languettes; below horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three wavy lines, below two horizontal lines and 
another two horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

According to Desborough the semicircles on the shoulder 
are compass-drawn, but that is not correct. As written in 
Kerameikos I, they are hand-drawn. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional (the grave is Early Protogeometric) 
Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 95-97, 183, 215, pl. 54; Desborough 1952, 
21-22, pl. 5; Lemos 2002, fig. 7.1; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 4 (Plate 44)?” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (108 x 54 x 35 cm) filled with soil, burned soil, 
fine ash, pieces of charcoal, several burned and unburned 
sherds. On the ground, in the middle of the trench, a round 
pit (45 x 45 cm) covered by two stone slabs containing 
the amphora-urn. The western side of the upper trench is 
cut by two later graves. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 549). 
Objects from the pyre debris: two clay tripod cauldrons 
(nv. 554, 555), amphoriskos (Inv. 550), three oinochoai 
(nv. 552, 765, n.d.), lekythos (Inv. 551), bowl or skyphos 
(Inv. 553), fragments of two amphorae (Inv. 598, 767), 
small jug (Inv. n.d.), skyphos (Inv. n.d.), two handmade 
jugs (Inv. 768, 769). 

Osteological data: Skull: numerous fragments from the 
upper part; lower jaw: large fragment of one half with 
alveoli, no dental scraps; pieces of the symphysis suggest 
a good chin formation; limbs: remains of ulna and femur, 
patella; fragments of talus and calcaneus. As for the 
alveoli, also the upper ramus of the lower jaw of small 
size. Adult, probably female. 


32 Kerameikos I, 95-97, 183. 
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Animal remains: numerous pieces of ribs, probably of 
goat’. 


No. 27 (Plates 15, 52) 


Inventory number: 550 

Tomb: PG 4 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphoriskos (from the pyre debris) 

H. 22 cm, D. max. ca. 14 cm, D. rim ca. 12 cm, D. base 
7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the belly, part of the lip, the neck and the shoulder, 
together with a handle, missing and reconstructed 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour:10 YR 7/2-6/2 (light grey-light brownish-grey) 
and 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink). 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2 (pinkish-grey) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight grooves at the base of the neck and on the 
shoulder. 

On one side the colour is uniform, on the other slight 
traces of exposure to the fire; the same traces also inside 
the neck and on the rim 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, thin horizontal 
line inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; horizontal zigzag running all around the vase, 
below horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines 

Base: painted, including the area above the junction with 
the body 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 95—96, pl. 65; Desborough 1952, 21, 23; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 7.2. 


Context: See amphora no. 26 (Inv. 549) 


33 Breitinger 1939b, 257-258. 


No. 28 (Plates 17, 52) 


Inventory number: 767 

Tomb: PG 4 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (fragmentary, from the pyre 
debris) 

State of preservation 

Three fragments (belly, junction with the handle and 
unpainted) 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

1) (belly) Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

2) Gunction with the handle) Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 
3) (unpainted) Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 
Surface 

1) (belly) Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2 (pinkish-grey) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

2) Gunction with the handle) Traces of exposure to the 
fire 

3) (unpainted) Colour: 10 YR 6/3 (pale brown) 
Decoration 

1) (belly) Colour: 7.5 YR 4/2 (dark brown) 

Two groups of concentric circles, below a horizontal 
line 

2) (junction with the handle) Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very 
dark grey) 

A horizontal band and a horizontal line; shiny paint 
Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Transitional — Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 183, pl. 66. 


Context: See amphora no. 26 (Inv. 549) 


No. 29 (Plates 16, 52) 


Inventory number: 598 

Tomb: PG 4 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (fragmentary, from the pyre 
debris) 

H. preserved ca. 30.2 cm 

State of preservation 

Fragments of the shoulder, belly and handles 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), frequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. Slip corroded in 
several points. 

Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 
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Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Shoulder: horizontal zigzag under the junction with the 
neck and two horizontal lines; below groups of concentric 
semicircles with central filling and a horizontal band 
between a horizontal line (above) and two horizontal 
lines (below) 

Belly: groups of concentric circles with central filling, 
below three horizontal lines 

Handles: barred with a stripe along the outer surface, 
“moustache” stripes at the junction with the belly 
Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, pl. 66; Desborough 1952, 21-23. 


Context: See amphora no. 26 (Inv. 549) 


No. 30 (Plates 16, 54) 


Inventory number: 589 

Tomb: PG 11 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 41 to 46 cm, D. rim 14.5 cm, H. neck 14 cm, D. max. 
30 cm, D. base 11.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; small parts 
of the shoulder, belly, lower part and one handle missing 
and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—-6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), frequent and 
visible especially on the lower part of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 6/3 (pale brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous. Slip badly corroded 
Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Deformed and crooked 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; eight groups of concentric semicircles, below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below two horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Paint badly worn 
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Typology 
N.d. 


Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 185-186, 116, 215, pl. 55; Desborough 
1952, 23. 


Context: Tomb PG 11 (Plate 43)*4 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

The eastern half of the upper trench has been cut by a 
later grave and probably the covering slab has been 
removed; it is not possible to know its exact size. Into 
the floor of the trench a round pit (36 cm in diameter and 
32 cm depth) containing the amphora-urn. Inside the urn 
remains of bronze and iron pins. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: fragments of bronze 
and iron pins (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 589). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: skull: small remains without suturae, 
mastoid process very pointed; limbs: remains of the 
distal humerus and of the head of the radius, remains 
of the proximal and distal femur and tibia of small size, 
epiphyseal line fused. Adult, probably female’. 


No. 31 (Plates 12, 53) 


Inventory number: 561 

Tomb: PG 5 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 56 cm, D. rim 19 cm (external) and 12.6 cm (internal), 
D. max. ca. 34.8 cm, D. base 14.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 7/3 (very pale brown) on the shoulder and 
7.5 YR 6/2-4 (pinkish-grey-light brown) on the belly 
Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of a substance poured on the body and, on the lower 
part, under one handle, residue of a brown substance (iron?) 
Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: cylindrical, slightly concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Irregular, with several swellings and a pronounced bulge 
at the base of the neck (Plate 38, no. 3) 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) e 10 R 4/8 (red) 


234 Kerameikos I, 185-186. 
35 Breitinger 1939b, 258. 
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Neck: completely painted on the outside with a reserved 
band in the middle, horizontal band inside the lip 
Shoulder: the juncture with the neck is painted, below 
a horizontal band, a horizontal line and a zigzag frieze; 
further below ten groups of concentric semicircles with 
central filling and a horizontal band between groups of 
two horizontal lines 

Belly: on one side three and on the other side four groups 
of concentric circles placed at different heights, below 
three horizontal lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: barred with a stripe along the outer surface; 
“moustache” stripes at the junction with the belly 
Slightly shiny paint 

There are traces of firing defects; on the shoulder two 
groups of concentric semicircles overlap, smears of paint 
in several points 

Typology 

1.5d 1 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 97-98, 183, 215, pl. 55; Desborough 1952, 
24; Lemos 2002, fig. 21.1; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 5”*° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (100 x 70 x 40 cm) filled with grey ash containing 
bone remains, several burned and unburned sherds (of 
a skyphos, an oinochoe, a belly-handled amphora and a 
handmade jug), seven spindle whorls and a clay bead. In 
the middle of the trench floor, under a stone slab and two 
small stones, a round pit (40 x 50 cm) with the amphora- 
urn. In the amphora, together with the ashes of the dead, 
two gold spirals and a few burned remains of one or 
more iron pins whose upper part passes through a bronze 
sphere. On the shoulder and the neck of the amphora-urn 
fine grey ash mixed with the soil of the filling. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron pins (Inv. n.d.), 
two gold spirals (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 561). 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a belly- 
handled amphora (Inv. 756), oinochoe (Inv. 755), 
handmade jug (Inv. 754), skyphos (Inv. 597), seven 
spindle whorls (Inv. 757-763), clay bead (Inv. 764). 
Osteological data: skull: small remains of the upper part 
with a strongly jagged sutura, median frontal fragment 
with a medium sized sinus; upper jaw: remains of the 
alveoli, no dental scraps; big fragments of the breastbone; 
limbs: remains of the proximal humerus and of the distal 
radius, head of the femur of reduced dimensions. Adult, 
probably female’. 


No. 32 (Plates 17, 53) 


Inventory number: 756 
Tomb: PG 5 
Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 


236 Kerameikos I, 97-98, 183 
237 Breitinger 1939b, 258. 


Belly-handled amphora (fragmentary, from the pyre 
debris) 

H. max preserved 12 cm 

State of preservation 

Fragments of the junction between the neck and the 
shoulder, of the belly and a non-joining sherd (part of 
the shoulder?) 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Dark red/brown small inclusions, infrequent 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Two burned fragments of the belly join with an unburned 
one, so probably the vase was exposed to the fire when it 
was already broken 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: painted (the upper part is not preserved) 

Shoulder: three horizontal lines under the junction 
with the neck, below a zigzag frieze (the lower part is 
not preserved); a further fragment probably from the 
shoulder presents a horizontal band between at least one 
and two horizontal lines 

Belly: groups of concentric circles, below three horizontal 
lines 

Handles: not preserved, they had a stripe along the outer 
surface and “moustache” stripes at the junction with the 
belly 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 97-98, 183, 215, pl. 55. 


Context: See amphora no. 31 (Inv. 561) 


No. 33 (Plates 11, 54) 


Inventory number: 569 

Tomb: PG 12 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 52 cm, D. rim 18 cm (external) and 15 cm (internal), 
D. max. 37 cm, D. base 16.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, a hole on the belly 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), very frequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel, especially 
on the lower part 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of the rotation of the wheel and small scratches, 
trace of a firing defect; slip corroded in several areas 
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Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: flat, slightly concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, double-arched, attached on the belly 
The central part of the double handle is not perfectly 
vertical 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside with two 
reserved bands in the middle and another two at the base, 
horizontal band inside the lip 

Shoulder: two tiers of groups of concentric semicircles 
with central filling (in the one above eleven, in the other 
one thirteen) set on a dark ground; below a horizontal 
band between groups of two horizontal lines 

Belly: on both sides three groups of concentric circles, 
below a horizontal band between groups of two horizontal 
lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: in one case two, in the other three stripes along 
the outer surface, converging at the centre; “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint on the neck and the shoulder, smears 
of paint in several points; sometimes the semicircles on 
the shoulder overlap and in the upper tier one is smaller 
than the others 

Typology 

1.5b 1 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 186, 215, pl. 55; Desborough 1952, 22; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 5.7; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 12 (Plate 43)? 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (105 x 75 x 113/150 cm) filled with soil until 
125 cm, below grey ash without bone remains. In a 
round pit (40 cm in diameter and 60 cm depth), under a 
limestone block (75 x 50 x 40 cm), the amphora-urn; on 
the shoulder of the amphora a lekythos. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 569), 
lekythos (Inv. 570). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: skull: numerous remains of the upper 
part with open suturae, mastoid process very low, remains 
of small zygomatic bones; upper jaw: remains of the 
alveoli; lower jaw: fragments of alveoli and numerous 
remains of the roots of the teeth; limbs: remains of the 
head of the humerus and of the head of the radius, of the 
metacarpal bone and phalanges, remains of the hip, of the 
proximal and the diaphysis of femur and tibia; remains 


238 Kerameikos I, 186. 
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of patella, talus and calcaneus. Rib remains with a healed 
fracture. Adult, probably female’’. 


No. 34 (Plates 31, 46) 


Inventory number: 9922 

Tomb: SM 119 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

H. preserved 18.6 cm, D. max. at least 32 cm, D. base 
14.4 cm. 

State of preservation 

Base and part of the body mended from different 
fragments; other small fragments not restorable 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Smoothed; on the internal side grooves due to the 
rotation. 

Shape 

Body: presumably it was globular-biconical 

Base: ring foot 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 7/6 (reddish-yellow) e 7.5 YR 2.5/1 (black) 
Shoulder: horizontal band 

Belly: three horizontal lines 

Base: horizontal line 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric (?) 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos XVIII, 12, pl. 20, fig. 4. 


Context: Tomb SM 119° 

Inhumation, pit grave. 

Oriented north-east to south-west, the head was on the 
north-eastern side. The north-eastern side destroyed by a 
later poros channel; the body of the amphora was found 
in the channel, some fragments in the grave. 

Grave goods: amphora (Inv. 9922). 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 35 (Plates 19, 51) 


Inventory number: 556 

Tomb: PG 2 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 39.5 cm, H. neck 11 cm, D. rim 13.8 cm, D. max. ca. 
25 cm, D. base 11 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 


°° Breitinger 1939b, 258. 
240 Kerameikos XVIII, 12. 
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Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
frequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Slightly shiny, smoothed and homogeneous 

There are slight traces of firing defects and traces of a 
tool at the junction with the handles (Plate 38, no. 2); 
dents are visible on the body surface in several areas 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) for the band on the 
shoulder and 7.5 YR 3/2 (dark brown) for the circles. 
Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric circles, 
below a horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.2a 1 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 93, 215, pl. 56; Desborough 1952, 8; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 122. 


Context: Tomb PG 2”! 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the floor of a rectangular and irregular trench (55 
cm in depth) a small pit (45 x 45 cm) cut, containing 
an amphora-urn with the burned bones of an adult. The 
amphora was covered by stone slabs. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 556). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 36 (Plates 19, 59) 


Inventory number: 915 

Tomb: PG 25 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 41.8 cm, D. rim 15.2 cm, D. max. ca. 27 cm, D. base 
12.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete 


41 Kerameikos I, 93. 


Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—7/6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.6 cm), 
frequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4—6 (light brown-reddish-yellow) 
Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

There are slight traces of firing defects; finger impressions 
are observable at the base of handles (Plate 38, no. 1) 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) on the shoulder and 10 R 
5/8—4/8 (red) on the neck. 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric circles, 
below a horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint; inside the lip the paint is slightly shiny 

The decoration is the same than the amphora Inv. 556, 
apart from the number of concentric circles (nine in the 
previous and eight in this one) 

Typology 

2.2a 2 

Chronology 

Early Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 7, 33, 13, pl. 5; Desborough 1952, 8; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 122. 


Context: Tomb PG 25” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the southern side of a trench (110 x 70 x 30 cm), under 
a limestone slab, a round pit (35 x 40 cm) containing the 
amphora-urn; inside the vase, together with the remains 
of the dead, a spindle-whorl, a gold spiral and fragments 
of iron and bronze pins. Into the mouth of the amphora- 
urn, the foot of a krater with the bottom upward. On the 
floor, in the northern half, ash and fragments of burned 
bones. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: spindle-whorl (Inv. 
917), gold spiral (Inv. M 116), iron pin (Inv. n.d.), bronze 
pin (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 915), 
foot of a krater (Inv. 916). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: probably female. 


24 Kerameikos IV, 33. 
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Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris”. 


No. 37 (Plates 18, 71) 


Inventory number: n.d. 

Tomb: hS 117a 

Burial ground: Sacred Way (Heilige StraBe) 
Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. preserved 23.5 cm, D. base 11 cm. 

State of preservation 

Part of the shoulder, of the belly, the foot and one of the 
handles 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2-4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) on the shoulder and 10 R 4/8 
(red) on the belly 

Shoulder: groups of concentric semicircles, below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: unpainted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Early — Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 7, fig. 11. 


Context: Tomb hS 117a’“* 

Cremation, urn burial 

Disturbed by the Geometric grave 76 (hS 117). Only 
fragments of the amphora-urn have been found; the 
vessel was placed in vertical position. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. n.d.). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 38 (Plates 10, 56) 

Inventory number: 544 

Tomb: PG 15 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Belly-handled amphora (urn) 


> Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
44 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 7. 
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H. 41.5 cm, D. rim 14.5 cm (external) and 11.4 cm 
(internal), D. max. 29.5 cm, D. base 14 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete 

Fabric 

CB 1.2 

Colour: 2.5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm, 
with some white inclusions of a bigger size), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Slightly shiny, smoothed and homogeneous. 
corroded in some points; traces of a tool 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Avery slight groove at the base of the neck; the vessel is 
not exactly symmetrical 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1-2 (very dark grey-dark reddish-brown) 
and 10 R 4/6 (red) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; on one side two groups of concentric semicircles 
with central filling divided by a vertical wavy line and 
flanked by two groups of seven and five languettes, on 
the handles another two groups of concentric semicircles 
with central filling and on the other side, in the middle, 
a group of eleven languettes flanked respectively by two 
vertical wavy lines, two groups of concentric semicircles 
with central filling and another two wavy lines; below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: horizontal line 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint, smears of paint in some points 
and a fingerprint on the decoration of the shoulder; the 
disposition of the semicircles is not symmetrical on the 
two sides 

Typology 

1.5a2 

Chronology 

Early — Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 189-190, 215, pl. 55, 58; Desborough 
1952, 24; Lemos 2002, fig. 22.1; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Slip 


Context: Tomb PG 15 (Plate 43)” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (110 x 65 x 60 cm) filled with burned soil and 
burned sherds; in the filling a heap of conical shape with 
burned soil, charcoal, ash, burned and unburned sherds. 


45 Kerameikos I, 189-190. 
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On the floor of the trench, under a covering slab, a round 
pit with the amphora-urn; in the amphora remains of two 
iron pins. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. 
n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 544). 
Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe (Inv. 545), two 
skyphoi (Inv. 546, 547), handmade jug (Inv. 548). 
Osteological data: skull: fragments of the frontal bone, 
glabella and arcus superciliaris apparently weak, remain 
of the occipital bone with traces of muscular attachments, 
both mastoid processes pointed, small fragments of the 
upper part with synostosis, small zygomatic bone; upper 
jaw: remains of the alveoli; lower jaw: a single molar; 
limbs: remains of both the heads of the humerus, the head 
of the radius; a patella; remains of talus and navicular 
bone. Mature adult, probably female*”’. 


No. 39 (Plates 20, 53) 


Inventory number: 565 

Tomb: PG 6 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 41 cm, D. rim 14 cm, D. max. ca. 26.7 cm, D. base 
13.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from some fragments 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 7/3 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects in some areas; traces of iron left 
by the sword on the shoulder and the upper part of the 
belly 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with triangular filling and a central motif 
constituted by two vertical wavy lines; below a horizontal 
band between two (above) and one (below) horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 


4 Breitinger 1939b, 259. 


Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.2a 3 

Chronology 

Early — Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 99, 183, 215, pl. 57; Desborough 1952, 
9-11; Lemos 2002, 57. 


Context: Tomb PG 6” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (100 x 54 x 70 cm) filled with soil until 65 cm, 
below grey-reddish ash with some fragments of bones. 
At the northern side of the trench, under a stone slab, a 
round pit (30 x 40 cm) containing the amphora-urn. A 
burned sword was bent on the shoulder of the amphora; 
the hilt was in the amphora, on the cremated remains of 
the dead. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: hilt of the sword (Inv. 
n.d.). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 565), 
iron sword (Inv. n.d.). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: skull: larger, piece of the frontal bone 
with rather large sinus deformed by fire, fragment of the 
occipital bone with clear muscular lines, both mastoid 
processes robust; upper jaw: remains of the alveoli and 
of some crowns; lower jaw: half of the hyoid bone; rest 
of the skeleton: both the hip joints, quite large, remains 
of the diaphysis of the humerus, femur and tibia; patella; 
remains of the metacarpal and metatarsal bone and 
phalanges; synostosis of two vertebral bodies probably 
due to arthritis. Adult, probably male’. 


No. 40 (Plates 20, 63) 


Inventory number: 1069 

Tomb: PG 34 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 46.5 cm, D. rim 16. cm, D. max. ca. 28 cm, D. base 
13.4 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; small parts 
of the lip, of the neck, of the shoulder and of the belly 
missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), frequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel, especially on 
the belly and on the lower part 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects 


247 Kerameikos I, 99, 183. 
48 Breitinger 1939b, 258. 
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Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) on one side and 2.5 
YR 4/6 (red) on the other side. 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder; “X” 
painted in the middle of the neck on only one side 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles and a central motif constituted by two vertical 
lines flanked by vertical zigzags; below a horizontal band 
between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: unpainted 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint, slightly shiny on the lip 

Typology 

2.2b 1 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 37, 13, pl. 5; Desborough 1952, 9-11; 
Papadopoulos 1994, 440-441, 457-458, pl. 108; Lemos 
2002, 57, fig. 21.8. 


Context: Tomb PG 347° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

The northern side of the grave has been destroyed. On the 
southern side of the trench (100 x 65 x 75 cm) around pit 
(40 x 47 cm) covered by limestone slabs and containing 
the amphora-urn. Inside the amphora, together with the 
cremated remains of the dead, an iron spearhead; on the 
neck and the shoulder of the vessel small stones. Above 
the covering slabs and in the trench a filling with burned 
soil, ash and several burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron spearhead (Inv. 
M 8). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1069). 
Objects from the pyre debris: neck-handled amphora 
(Inv. 1071), oinochoe (Inv. 1070), skyphos (Inv. 1072). 
Osteological data: probably male. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris”*”. 


No. 41 (Plates 23, 63) 


Inventory number: 1071 

Tomb: PG 34 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (fragmentary, from the pyre 
debris) 


249 Kerameikos IV, 37. 
259 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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H. 32.8 cm, D. rim (reconstructed) 13 cm, D. max. 
(reconstructed) ca. 22 cm, D. base 10.5 cm 

State of preservation 

Fragments of the lip and of the neck, a small part of the 
shoulder and the belly, foot almost complete and one of 
the handles 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 7/2—4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Some burned fragments join with others unburned, so 
probably the vase was exposed to the fire when it was 
already broken 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) and 7.5 YR3/2 (dark 
brown) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on the preserved side (and probably also on 
the other side) two groups of concentric semicircles with 
central filling and with marginal dots and a central motif 
constituted by a vertical zigzag flanked by two vertical 
lines and a vertical series of points; below two horizontal 
lines a horizontal zigzag and another three horizontal 
lines 

Belly: completely painted 

Base: completely painted with a reserved horizontal band 
Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Slightly shiny paint on the neck, corroded in several areas 
Typology 

2.2e 1 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 37, pl. 33; Desborough 1952, 10, 12; 
Lemos 2002, 57, fig. 21.7. 


Context: See amphora no. 40 (Inv. 1069) 


No. 42 (Plates 22, 72) 


Inventory number: 593 (T5) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. preserved 28 cm, D. max. ca. 24.6 cm, D. base 
11.8 cm. 

State of preservation 

Belly, foot, fragments of the neck and the shoulder; neck 
and handles missing and completely reconstructed 
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Fabric 
CB 3 
Colour: 
yellow) 
Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight white patina in some areas 

Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles (not preserved): vertical, attached on the neck 
and the shoulder 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with a central motif constituted by two 
vertical lines flanked by vertical zigzags; below a 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.2c 10 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 114; Desborough 1952, 9. 


5 YR 6/4-6 (light reddish-brown-reddish- 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*! 


No. 43 (Plates 12, 57) 


Inventory number: 560 

Tomb: PG 18 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 47.2 cm, D. rim 17 cm (external) and 13.8 (internal), 
D. max. 32.2 cm, D. base 12 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from some fragments; large part of 
the lip, fragments of the neck and the shoulder missing 
and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), very frequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Slightly shiny, smoothed even if irregular at some points 
and homogeneous 

Slip corroded in some points 


251 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 


Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: flat projecting, slightly oblique 

Neck: cylindrical, concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: three horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck; ten groups of concentric semicircles, below 
horizontal band between two (above) and one (below) 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three wavy lines, below three horizontal lines; 
under one of the arches of the wavy lines a horse is 
painted (Plate 35, no. 1) 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Quite shiny paint. One of the groups of semicircles on 
the shoulder is not finished, to avoid overlapping the 
neighbouring one (Plate 38, no. 4); the horse is the most 
ancient known of the Attic Protogeometric style 
Typology 

1.5¢ 4 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 192-193, 215, pl. 56. 58; Kerameikos 
IV, pl. 27; Desborough 1952, 24, pl. 5; Papadopoulos 
1994, 455-456, 471-472, pl. 119; Lemos 2002, fig. 83.3; 
Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 18 (Plate 43)? 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (120 x 45 x 75 cm) filled with soil until 40 cm 
in depth, below ash mixed with burned soil, burned and 
unburned sherds and two fragments of iron pins. On the 
floor of the trench, in the eastern side, a round pit (45 
cm in diameter and 50 cm in depth) covered by soil and 
stones containing the amphora-urn. On the mouth of the 
amphora the base of a krater. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 560), 
foot of a krater (Inv. 739). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
(Inv. 740), fragments of a skyphos (Inv. 741), fragments 
of a handmade jug (Inv. 742), two fragments of iron pins 
(Inv. n.d.). 

Osteological data: skull: small remain of the upper 
part with synostosis, medium-strong mastoid process, 
right half of the sphenobasilar synchondrosis closed; 
limbs: remain of the distal femur and of the diaphysis 
of the other long bones. Mature adult, probably male 


52 Kerameikos I, 192-193. 
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for Breitinger’’, female for Krause*™; according to 


Strémberg there is no adequate information about the 
skeleton, so it is not possible to determine the gender’. 


No. 44 (Plates 11, 75) 


Inventory number: 857 (NM) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Burial ground: Kerameikos 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 42 cm, H. neck 12.5 cm, D. rim 16 cm, D. max. 32 cm, 
D. base 12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; some scratches are visible 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slip corroded in some points 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

On the shoulder there are some horizontal grooves; 
handles are placed at different heights (21.7 cm and 
23 cm) 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 2.5/1 (black) and 5 YR 4/3 (reddish-brown) 
Neck: completely painted on the outside with a reserved 
band slightly lower than the centre, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: two horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck; seven groups of concentric semicircles, below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: unpainted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint 

The groups of semicircles are evenly spaced; a smear of 
paint under one of the handles 

Typology 

1.5a3 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, pl. 46; Desborough 1952, 23-24; Kourou 
2002, 79, pl. 92.1. 


Context: n.d. 


°33 Breitinger 1939b, 259. 
54 Krause 1975, fig. B. 
255 Stromberg 1993, 160. 
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No. 45 (Plates 31, 54) 


Inventory number: 750 
Tomb: PG 10 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Amphora 

H. preserved ca. 4 cm, L. preserved ca. 7 cm 
State of preservation 
Fragment of the neck 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, worn 

Decoration 

absent 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle Protogeometric (7?) 
Bibliography 
Kerameikos I, 185. 


Context: Tomb PG 107°° 

Cremation 

Dimension of the grave: 80 x 45 x 25 cm. Some burned 
sherds. The wall of a krater, the fragment of the shoulder 
of an oinochoe, the fragment of the neck and the wall 
of a handmade jug and the fragment of the neck of an 
amphora. 

Objects from the pyre debris (?): wall of a krater (Inv. 
747), fragment of the shoulder of an oinochoe (Inv. 748), 
the fragment of the neck and the wall of a handmade jug 
(Inv. 749), fragment of the neck of an amphora (Inv. 750). 
Osteological data: absent. 


No. 46 (Plates 22, 57) 


Inventory number: 572 

Tomb: PG 17 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 43.5 cm, D. rim 16.5 cm, D. max. 26.5 cm, D. base 
12.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, lip and upper part of the neck mended from 
several fragments 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

A few traces of firing defects; traces of iron in the lower 
part of the body, close to the foot 


256 Kerameikos I, 185. 
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Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between two 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint; in some areas it is corroded 

Typology 

2.2c 8 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 191, 215, pl. 57; Desborough 1952, 9-10, 
pl. 2; Lemos 2002, 57. 


Context: Tomb PG 17 (Plate 43)**’ 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (125 x 65 x 85 cm); in the western side a round 
pit (45 <x 30 cm) covered by small irregular stone slabs 
and containing the amphora-urn. Among the stones in the 
pit an iron spearhead; in the amphora-urn an iron knife*™. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron knife (Inv. n.d.). 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 572), 
iron spearhead (Inv. n.d.). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
(Inv. 732), two burned fragments of a cup (Inv. 733), 
fragments of a krater (?) (Inv. 734). 

Osteological data: skull: remains of the frontal bone 
with the right superior orbital rim, apparently marked 
glabella, large fragment of the roof with ordinary suturae, 
both quite large mastoid processes, fragment of a thick- 
walled occipital bone; upper jaw: remains of the right 
alveoli; lower jaw: fragments of the right corpus with 
symphysis and alveoli; limbs: part of the proximal and 
distal humerus and femur, robust. Mature adult, most 
likely male. 


No. 47 (Plates 20, 72) 


Inventory number: 557 (T 2) 
Tomb: n.d. 
Neck-handled amphora 


257 Kerameikos I, 191-192. 

258 The object was published as a dagger (Kerameikos I, 191-192), but 
A. M. D’Onofrio, who is studying the Kerameikos Early Iron Age graves 
with weapons for a monographic publication, informs me that it is a knife 
(one blade); I thank her for the courtesy of communication. 

°° Breitinger 1939b, 259. 


H. 42 cm, D. max. ca. 27 cm, H base 1.3 cm, D. base 
12.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete profile, mended from several fragments; 
lip, part of the neck and of the shoulder, large part of the 
belly and one handle missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight white patina in some areas 

Shape 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

2.2¢ 1 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 113, pl. 40; Desborough 1952, 10. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*” 


No. 48 (Plates 22, 72) 


Inventory number: 594 (T 3) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. 41.5 cm, H. neck 13 cm, D. rim reconstructed 15.2 
cm, D. max. ca. 26 cm, H. base 1.2 cm, D. base 11.5 cm. 
State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the lip, part of the neck, of the shoulder and of the 
belly missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 


260 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4—6 (light brown-reddish-yellow) and 
5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Slightly shiny paint in some points 

Typology 

2.2¢ 9 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 114, pl. 40; Desborough 1952, 10. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*! 


No. 49 (Plates 27, 72) 


Inventory number: 592 (T 6) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. preserved 36.3 cm, H. neck 10.5 cm, D. rim 14 cm, D. 
max. reconstructed ca. 22.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete profile, mended from several fragments; 
large part of the lip, of the neck, of the shoulder and of 
the belly, the base and one of the handles missing and 
reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 6/3 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/24 (pinkish-grey-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in several areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 


761 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with a central motif constituted by two 
vertical lines flanked by vertical zigzags; below a 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 114; Desborough 1952, 9. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*? 


No. 50 (Plates 28, 62) 


Inventory number: 906 

Tomb: PG 31 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 42.5 cm, D. rim 15 cm, D. max. ca. 24.5 cm, D. base 
12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; small sherds 
on the entire body missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4-7/6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
very frequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel, especially on the central and lower part 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—7/6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed almost everywhere and homogeneous 

A horizontal groove is visible in the lower part 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) on the shoulder and 7.5 YR 
3/0 (very dark grey) on the lip. 


262 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles and a central motif constituted by two vertical 
lines flanked by vertical zigzags; below a horizontal band 
between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 36, 13, pl. 5; Desborough 1952, 9; Lemos 
2002, 57. 


Context: Tomb PG 3178 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the middle of a trench (90 = 60 x 65 cm), a round pit 
(45 x 45 cm) covered by irregular limestone and marble 
slabs of poor quality. The pit contained the amphora-urn; 
in the vessel, together with the cremated remains of the 
dead, iron pins. On the slabs and in the trench burned soil 
and burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron pins (Inv. M 32). 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 906). 
Objects from the pyre debris: handmade jug (Inv. 907), 
fragments of an oinochoe (Inv. 1172). 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris”™™. 


No. 51 (Plates 27, 73) 


Inventory number: 591 (T 7) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. preserved ca. 29 cm, D. max. ca. 24 cm, D. base 12.3 
cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete until the shoulder, mended from several 
fragments with large parts missing and reconstructed; 


neck, lip and handles, completely missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 


Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 6/3 (pale brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects; slip corroded in several points 


263 Kerameikos IV, 36. 
64 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 


Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

The point of maximum diameter is higher than the one of 
the other contemporary amphorae 

Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric circles, 
below a horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal line 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 115, pl. 41; Desborough 1952, 8; 
Kerameikos XVIII, 122. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*% 


No. 52 (Plates 16, 54) 


Inventory number: 744 

Tomb: PG 9 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Belly-handled amphora 

H. preserved ca. 8.5 cm, L. preserved 8 cm 
State of preservation 

Fragment of the belly 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 
Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Two wavy lines and two horizontal lines 
Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 
Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 184-185, pl. 74. 


Context: Tomb PG 9°% 

Cremation 

The northern side of the trench has been cut by a later 
grave. On the floor of the trench (0.60 x 0.60 x 0.30-0.40 
cm) a thin layer of burned bones and charcoal from pine 
and grapevine, above soil mixed with ash, burned and 
unburned sherds, remains of iron and bronze pins. 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragment of a jug (Inv. 
743), fragment of the belly of an amphora (Inv. 744), 
fragment of the base of an amphora (Inv. 745), fragment 


265 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
266 Kerameikos I, 184-185. 
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of the shoulder of an amphora (Inv. 746), remains of iron 
and bronze pins (Inv. n.d.). 
Osteological data: absent. 
Probably female, due to the objects found in the grave*®. 


No. 53 (Plates 31, 54) 


Inventory number: 745 
Tomb: PG 9 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Amphora (?) 

H. preserved 1.8 cm, D. base reconstructed ca. 14.2 cm. 
State of preservation 
Fragment of the base 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt 

Decoration 

absent 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 
Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 184-185, pl. 74. 


Context: See amphora no. 52 (Inv. 744) 


No. 54 (Plates 31, 54) 


Inventory number: 746 

Tomb: PG 9 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Amphora 

H. preserved 5 cm, L. preserved 4 cm. 
State of preservation 

Fragment of the shoulder 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Group of concentric circles or semicircles and two 
horizontal bands 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 
Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 184-185, pl. 74. 


Context: See amphora no. 52 (Inv. 744) 


267 Stromberg 1993, 137. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


No. 55 (Plates 13, 62) 


Inventory number: 902 

Tomb: PG 30 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 41 cm, D. rim 19.2 cm, D. max. ca. 26 cm, D. base 
12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; few sherds 
from all the body missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2—4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

The neck, if compared to the dimensions of the body, is 
taller and wider than the one of the earlier amphorae. 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: the junction with the neck is painted, below 
horizontal line and a frieze of seven groups of concentric 
semicircles and a group of five languettes; below 
horizontal band between two (above) and one (below) 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three wavy lines; in the lower part three horizontal 
lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint in some areas; the space between the 
groups of semicircles is irregular 

Typology 

1.5e 3 

Chronology 

Middle — Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 35-36, pl. 11; Desborough 1952, 24, 27; 
Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 3078 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the middle of the trench (100 x 65 x 50 cm), under a 
thin mica schist slab, a round pit (45 x 40 cm) containing 
the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the vessel a skyphos 
and among the remains of the dead fragments of pins. On 
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the upper part of the amphora, on the covering of the pit 
and on the floor of the trench a filling with ash, burned 
soil and burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: remains of iron pins 
(Inv. M 35, 36). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 902), 
skyphos (Inv. 903). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a skyphos 
(inv. 1169), fragments of a handmade jug (Inv. 1170), 
fragments of an oinochoe (Inv. 1171), probably fragments 
of a krater (Inv. 1213)°®. 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris?” 


No. 56 (Plates 13, 61) 


Inventory number: 904 

Tomb: PG 29 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 38.3 cm, D. rim 17.5 cm, D. max. ca. 25.8 cm, D. base 
12.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; few sherds 
from all the body missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

The neck, if compared to the dimensions of the body, is 
taller and wider than the one of the earlier amphorae. 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) on the shoulder and 
10 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) on the neck. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line and a narrow and irregular 
horizontal zigzag under the junction with the neck; below 
on each side three groups of concentric semicircles and 
on the handles a group of eleven and a group of eight 
languettes; below horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 


26) Bohen 2017, 137-139, 198, fig. 102; the fragments of krater were 
found in storage with an accompanying card and are not mentioned in the 
first publication of the grave. 

2 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 


Belly: two wavy lines; in the lower part three horizontal 
lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Shiny paint on the neck; the space between the groups of 
semicircles is irregular 

Typology 

1.5e2 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 35, pl. 11; Desborough 1952, 24, 27, pl. 
4; Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 297” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the north-western side of the trench (95 x 55 x 90 cm), 
under a covering of field stones and soil, a round pit (40 
x 40 cm) containing the amphora-urn; in the mouth of 
the vessel a skyphos and among the remains of the dead 
fragments of pins. On the covering made of stones and 
soil twenty-five coloured pebbles set side by side in a 
uniform layer, in-between remains of iron pins. On the 
floor of the trench ash and burned soil. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: remains of pins (Inv. 
M 17-20). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 904), 
skyphos (Inv. 905), iron pins (Inv. M 17-20). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones in the 
filling on the amphora’”. 


No. 57 (Plates 14, 68) 


Inventory number: 1098 

Tomb: PG 45 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 44.3 cm, D. rim 19 cm, D. max. ca. 28.5 cm, D. base 
12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; some sherds 
from all the body missing and reconstructed. On the neck 
four pairs of holes used for an ancient repair (Plate 38, 
no. 5) 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 2.5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 


271 Kerameikos IV, 35. 
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Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: frieze of six groups of concentric semicircles 
with hourglass filling alternating with groups of five, 
seven, eight, eight, ten and perhaps five languettes; below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slight shiny paint is some points, worn in several areas; 
smears of paint especially in the lower part of the body. 
Typology 

1.5f 3 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 43, pl. 11; Desborough 1952, 24, 28; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 33.3; Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 45?” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the eastern side of the trench (110 x 55 x 100 cm) 
a round pit (35 x 30 cm) containing the amphora-urn; 
on the mouth of the vessel a limestone slab. Next to the 
urn an oinochoe and two handmade jugs while in the 
urn, together with the remains of the dead, fragments of 
iron pins. On the upper part of the amphora, of the grave 
goods and on the floor of the trench a filling of burned 
soil, small stones and burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: remains of two iron 
pins (Inv. M 30, 31). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1098), 
oinochoe (Inv. 1099), two handmade jugs (Inv. 1100, 
1101). 

Objects from the pyre debris: two cups (Inv. 1104, 
1106), pyxis (Inv. 1103-1105), spindle whorl (Inv. 1107). 
Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris””. 


No. 58 (Plates 24, 67) 


Inventory number: 1093 

Tomb: PG 43 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 47.5 cm, D. rim 15 cm, D. max. ca. 28 cm, D. base 
12.5 cm. 


273 Kerameikos IV, 43. 
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State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; a few small 
sherds from the lip, the shoulder and the belly missing 
and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) and 5 YR 6/4 (light 
reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects, one of them of large size (Plate 
38, no. 3) 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Very slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.3b 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 42, pl. 6; Desborough 1952, 9-10; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 33.1. 


Context: Tomb PG 43°” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the eastern side of a trench (100 x 60 x 65 cm), 
covered by stones, soil and clay, a round pit (45 x 55 cm) 
containing the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the vessel 
a bronze shield boss with the curved side downward, 
covered by stone plaques. On the stones and in the trench 
a filling with burned soil, ash and burned sherds. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1093), 
bronze shield boss (Inv. M 13). 

Objects from the pyre debris: neck-handled amphora 
(Inv. 1094), oinochoe (Inv. 1095). 

Osteological data: probably male’”. 


275 Kerameikos IV, 42. 
°76 Kerameikos IV, 2 (the determinations have been made by Breitinger). 
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No. 59 (Plates 24, 67) 


Inventory number: 1094 

Tomb: PG 43 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (fragmentary, from the pyre 
debris) 

H. 35.5 cm, D. rim 12.4 cm, D. max. reconstructed ca. 
19 cm, D. base 10 cm. 

State of preservation 

Fragments of the lip, the neck, the shoulder, the belly, the 
foot and one handle. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 2.5 YR 5/4 (reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), rare and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of exposition to the fire 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by three vertical lines flanked by vertical 
zigzags; below the area is completely painted with two 
reserved horizontal lines 

Belly: completely painted with three reserved horizontal 
lines in the lower part 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint, worn in several areas 

Typology 

2.3a 3 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 42; Desborough 1952, 10. 


Context: See amphora no. 58 (Inv. 1093) 


No. 60 (Plates 24, 72) 


Inventory number: 558 (T 4) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. 42 cm, H. neck 13.5 cm, D. rim 15.7 cm, D. max. ca. 
23.2 cm, H. basel.3 cm, D. base 11.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
large part of the lip and of the neck, part of the 


shoulder, of the belly and of the handles missing and 
reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
frequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 10 YR 7—6/3 (very pale brown-pale brown) 
Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight white patina in some areas, slight traces of firing 
defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.3a 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 114, pl. 40; Desborough 1952, 10. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)?”’ 


No. 61 (Plates 27, 72) 


Inventory number: 585 (T 1) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. 48.5 cm, H. neck 13 cm, D. rim 16.5 cm, D. max. ca. 
29.5 cm, H. base 1.3 cm, D. base 14.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete profile, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the lip and of the neck, part of the shoulder and of 
the belly missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel 
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Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 5 YR 3/1 (very dark grey) and 2.5 YR 5/8 (red) 
Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides three groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling; below a horizontal 
band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Traces of firing defects; the groups of semicircles are not 
equally spaced, smear of paint on the shoulder 
Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 113, pl. 40; Desborough 1952, 10. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*”8 


No. 62 (Plates 20, 53) 


Inventory number: 573 

Tomb: PG 7 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 41 cm, D. rim 15 cm, D. max. ca. 23.8 cm, D. base 
11.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a sherd of the shoulder missing 

Fabric 

CB 1.2 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm, 
with a white inclusion of a bigger size), rare and spread 
on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 
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Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling; below a horizontal 
band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint, worn in some areas 

Typology 

2.2¢ 2 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 99-100, 183-184, 216, pl. 57; Desborough 
1952, 9-10. 


Context: Tomb PG 7°” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (105 x 65 x 70 cm) filled with soil until 20 cm in 
depth, below fine grey ash, fragments of burned bones, 
a few pieces of coal and some burned sherds. On the 
southern side of the trench, under a covering made of red 
soil and field stones covered by soil, a small round pit 
containing the amphora-urn. On the mouth of the vessel 
small stone slabs, on and under the neck stones of the 
upper covering and the burned fragments of an oinochoe 
and a pyxis with lid. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 573). 
Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe (Inv. 574), 
pyxis with lid (Inv. 575). 

Osteological data: skull: fragments of the roof with 
synostosis, median part of the frontal bone with a fairly 
large sinus; lower jaw: piece of the symphysis with both 
mandibular spines and pronounced chin formation, half 
of the hyoid bone and some alveoli; upper jaw: molar 
with half-preserved crown, medium sized tooth roots; 
limbs: remains of both the heads of the humerus, part of 
the proximal radius with prominent tubercle, fragments 
of both proximal femurs, remains of both tali. Mature 
adult, probably male. 

Animal remains: vertebrae without epiphyseal discs, 
proximal femur end, caput and trochanter major, 
epiphyseal line; probably a young goat (from the 
amphora-urn)**°. 


No. 63 (Plates 23, 58) 

Inventory number: 571 

Tomb: PG 19 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 


27”9 Kerameikos I, 99-100, 183-184. 
289 Breitinger 1939b, 258. 
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H.51 cm, D. max. 35 cm, D. base 13.8 cm 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
almost all the lip, fragments of the neck and of the belly 
missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
frequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 2.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-dusky red) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides three groups of concentric 
semicircles; below a horizontal band between two 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines; in the lower part another 
two horizontal lines and below completely painted 
Base: completely painted with a reserved horizontal thin 
band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.2d 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 193-194, 216, pl. 57; Kerameikos IV, 13; 
Desborough 1952, 9-10, 12. 


Context: Tomb PG 1978! 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the western part of the trench (115 x 55 x 60 cm) a 
heap of conical shape made of ash, burned soil, burned 
and unburned sherds. On the floor of the trench, in the 
eastern side, a round pit (45 x 50 cm) containing the 
amphora-urn. The upper edge of the pit and the neck of 
the amphora have been cut by later graves; probably the 
covering slab has been removed. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 571). 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
(Inv. 726), fragments of a bowl (Inv. 727), two fragments 
of a krater (Inv. 728), clay bead (Inv. 729). 

Osteological data: skull: part of the frontal bone with an 
orbital upper margin, quite marked, very flat trigonum, 


281 Kerameikos I, 193-194. 


glabella apparently weak, remains of the roof with 
internal synostosis of the sagittal suture, small mastoid 
process, small zygomatic bone; upper jaw: alveoli; lower 
jaw: fragments of the corpus; limbs: remains of the head 
of the femur and humerus, remains of the proximal and 
the diaphysis of radius and ulna; remains of both tal. 
Mature adult, probably female’*. 


No. 64 (Plates 28, 62) 


Inventory number: 1163 

Tomb: PG 32 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 39 cm; D. rim (reconstructed) 15.6 cm (external) and 
13.2 (internal); D. max. (reconstructed) 28.5 cm 

State of preservation 

Part of the lip, the neck, the shoulder, the belly and one 
of the handles 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 7/3—4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2—4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
The flat projecting lip is unusual in a neck-handled 
amphora 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides groups of concentric semicircles 
(probably with a central motif, not preserved); below a 
horizontal band between one (upper) and two (below) 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines; in the lower part another 
two horizontal lines and below completely painted 
Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 36, pl. 7; Desborough 1952, 10, 12. 


Context: Tomb PG 3278 
Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 


8 Breitinger 1939b, 259-260. 
283 Kerameikos IV, 36. 
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On the western side of the trench (107 x 25 x 100 cm) a 
round pit (35 x 40 cm) containing the amphora-urn; on 
the mouth of the amphora a small stone slab and inside 
the vessel, together with the remains of the dead, an iron 
spearhead. On the amphora-urn and in the trench a filling 
made of ash, burned soil and a few burned sherds; the 
filling becomes thicker towards the west end. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron spearhead (Inv. 
M S50). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1163). 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
(Inv. 1164). 

Osteological data: absent. 

Probably male, due to the objects found in the grave*™. 


No. 65 (Plates 14, 74) 


Inventory number: 586 (T 15) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 46 cm, H. neck 13.3 cm, D. rim 19.5 cm, D. max. ca. 
30.2 cm, H. base 1.8 cm, D. base 14.4 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; part 
of the neck, of the belly and one of the handles missing 
and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown (<0.05-—0.1 cm), infrequent and spread 
on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/24 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight trace of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: the junction with the neck is painted, below 
three horizontal lines and a frieze of eleven groups of 
concentric semicircles with hourglass filling; below 
horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three wavy lines; below three horizontal lines 
Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint in some areas 


Typology 
1.5f2 


284 Stromberg 1993, 137. 
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Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 118, pl. 43; Desborough 1952, 29; Kourou 
2002, 75. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)?* 


No. 66 (Plates 13, 74) 


Inventory number: 559 (T 14) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 45 cm, H. neck ca. 13 cm, D. rim 20 cm, D. max. ca. 
30.3 cm, H. base 1.2 cm, D. base 13.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the lip and the neck, part of the shoulder and of the 
lower part of the belly and large part of the handles missing 
and reconstructed. On the bottom a hole (ca. 3.5 cm 
in diameter) in an off-centre position 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent and spread 
on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/2—4 (pinkish-grey-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight trace of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: the junction with the neck is painted, below two 
horizontal lines and a frieze of ten groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling; below horizontal band 
between two horizontal lines 

Belly: three wavy lines; in the lower part three horizontal 
lines and below completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint in some areas 

Typology 

1.5f 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 


85 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 


Bibliography 
Kerameikos I, 117, pl. 43; Desborough 1952, 29; Kourou 
2002, 75. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*° 


No. 67 (Plates 15, 74) 


Inventory number: 583 (T 17) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 42.8 cm, H. neck 11.5 cm, D. rim 19.3 cm, D. max. ca. 
29.5 cm, H. base 1.5 cm, D. base 13.3 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
sherds of the lip, the neck and the shoulder, part of the 
belly missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), 
frequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) and 7.5 YR 4/4 
(brown) on the belly 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: two horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck, below a dogtooth frieze and a horizontal band 
between two horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines; three horizontal lines in the lower 
part and below completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint, with some smears; the dogtooth frieze is quite 
irregular 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 119, pl. 43; Desborough 1952, 28; Kourou 
2002, 75 (instead of 585). 


286 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)’*’ 


No. 68 (Plates 21, 63) 


Inventory number: 2152 

Tomb: PG 35 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 42 cm, D. rim 14.2 cm, D. max. ca. 27 cm, D. base 
10.5 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; small sherds 
of the neck and the belly missing and reconstructed. 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight depressions in the area under the handles 
Decoration 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling; below a horizontal 
band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

2.2c 3 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 37-38, pl. 6; Desborough 1952, 9-10. 


Context: Tomb PG 35 (Plate 44)°*8 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the south-eastern corner of the trench (85 x 64 x 100 
cm) around pit (43 x 55 cm) covered by a hard limestone 
slab containing the amphora-urn. On the covering slab 
and in the trench burned soil, ash and burned sherds. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2152). 


287 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
288 Kerameikos IV, 37-38. 
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Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe (Inv. 2150), 
pyxis with lid (Inv. 2151). 
Osteological data: absent. 


No. 69 (Plates 11, 64) 


Inventory number: 1073 

Tomb: PG 37 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 39.9 cm, D. rim 16.5 cm (external) and 13.5 cm 
(internal), D. max. ca. 25.2 cm, D. base 12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a few sherds of the lip and the neck missing 
and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 1.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm, 
with some white inclusions of a bigger size), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight trace of firing defects on one side 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Slight horizontal groove at the base of the neck 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line under the junction with the 
neck; eight groups of concentric semicircles, below 
horizontal band between two (above) and one (below) 
horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint; on one side the paint is badly worn 
Typology 

1.5¢ 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 38-39, pl. 10; Desborough 1952, 23, 25, 
pl. 5; Lemos 2002, fig. 86.2; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 37 (Plate 44)°* 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the western side of the trench (100 x 70 x 115 cm) 
a round pit (40 x 37 cm) containing the amphora-urn; 


289 Kerameikos IV, 38-39. 
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inside the vessel, together with the cremated remains of 
the dead, iron pins. On the amphora small stones and 
above a fine layer (5-10 cm) of red clay; on that and 
in the trench a filling made of burned soil, ash, burned 
bone splinters and burned sherds. In the upper part of 
the filling, slightly under the edge and perpendicular to 
the amphora-urn, fragments of a second amphora used as 
grave marker (Inv. 1074). 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. 
M 14, 15). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1073). 
Objects from the pyre debris: handmade pyxis with lid 
(Inv. 1075), two oinochoai (Inv. 1076, 1077), handmade 
jug (Inv. 1078), nine cups (Inv. 1079-1087). 

Grave marker: fragments of an amphora (probably a 
belly-handled one) (Inv. 1074). 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris””°. 


No. 70 (Plates 18, 64) 


Inventory number: 1074 

Tomb: PG 37 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (?) (grave marker, fragmentary) 
D. base 19.2 cm (external) and 16.8 cm (internal) 

State of preservation 

Foot and fragments of the shoulder 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 7/3 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm, with some 
white inclusions of a bigger size), infrequent and spread 
on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2—4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Base: ring foot 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Shoulder: two horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck; two tiers of groups of concentric semicircles 
separated by two horizontal lines, below a horizontal 
band between groups of two horizontal lines 

Belly: unpainted on the preserved fragment 

Base: horizontal band 

Matt paint; smears of paint on the foot 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 38, pl. 33. 


Context: See amphora no. 69 (Inv. 1073) 


°° Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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No. 71 (Plates 13, 64) 


Inventory number: 1088 

Tomb: PG 38 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 35.8 cm, D. rim 17.7 cm, D. max. ca. 23.5 cm, D. base 
11.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, a few sherds of the lip and the upper part of 
the neck missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: in the upper part completely painted, below 
two horizontal lines, a dogtooth frieze, a wide horizontal 
band between two (above) and one (below) horizontal 
lines; immediately below a narrow and _ irregular 
horizontal zigzag 

Belly: in the lower part three horizontal lines and below 
completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Shiny paint, worn in some areas; smears of paint in some 
points 

Typology 

1.5e 4 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 39, pl. 9; Desborough 1952, 23, 27-28, 
pl. 4; Lemos 2002, fig. 32.2; Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 38 (Plate 44)?! 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the eastern side of the trench (100 x 55 x 120 cm), 
under small stones and a thin clay layer, a round pit (33 x 
34 cm) containing the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the 
amphora a bowl covered by a fragment of pithos and on 
the shoulder a handmade jug. In the urn, together with 
the remains of the dead, two iron pins. On the floor of the 


51 Kerameikos IV, 39. 


trench a filling with burned soil, ash and burned sherds. 
On the filling of the trench, 15 cm under its edge and 
perpendicular to the amphora-urn, a second amphora 
used as grave marker. On the western side of the grave a 
limestone block. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. 
M 6, 7). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1088), 
handmade jug (Inv. 1090), hemispherical bowl (Inv. 
1092), fragment of a pithos (Inv. n. d.). 

Objects from the pyre debris: skyphos (Inv. 1091). 
Grave marker: belly-handled amphora (Inv. 1089), 
limestone block. 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris””’. 


No. 72 (Plates 18, 64) 


Inventory number: 1089 

Tomb: PG 38 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (grave marker) 

H. 69 cm, D. max. ca. 39.5 cm, D. base 19.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
almost all the lip and the neck, large part of the shoulder 
and part of the belly missing and reconstructed; the base 
is intentionally broken 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects in some areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: three horizontal lines under the junction 
with the neck; on one side four groups of concentric 
semicircles and in a off-centre position a cross-hatched 
panel flanked by three vertical lines, on the other side 
five groups of concentric semicircles and in a off- 
centre position a series of vertical lozenges flanked by 
three vertical lines; below horizontal band between two 
horizontal lines 


°° Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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Belly: on one side four on the other side five groups of 
concentric circles; in the lower part a horizontal band 
between two horizontal lines 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 39, pl. 9; Desborough 1952, 24—26, pl. 5; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 32.1. 


Context: See amphora no. 71 (Inv. 1088) 


No. 73 (Plates 30, 65) 


Inventory number: 2131 

Tomb: PG 39 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Shoulder-handled amphora with lid (urn) 

H. 46 cm, D. rim 23.5 cm (external) and 19.6 cm 
(internal), D. max. 34.5 cm, D. base 15.5 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; few sherds 
from all the body missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight trace of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted, inside a groove to place the lid 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the shoulder, with three 
ribbings 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: three lines under the junction with the neck; 
on one side a cross-hatched panel, a chequered panel 
flanked by three vertical lines and vertical groups of 
opposed diagonals (with the triangular spaces between 
the diagonals painted) and a further cross-hatched panel, 
all three alternating with four motifs constituted by 
vertical zigzags flanked by three vertical lines; on the 
other side a cross-hatched panel, a chequered panel, 
a further cross-hatched panel and a vertical series of 
four lozenges (two cross-hatched and two chequered), 
alternating with five motifs constituted by vertical 
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zigzags flanked by three vertical lines; below three 
horizontal lines 

Belly: horizontal frieze constituted by alternated cross- 
hatched and chequered lozenges, below three horizontal 
lines; the lower part completely painted 

Base: completely painted with a thin reserved band in the 
lower part 

Handles: in the middle a vertical series of cross-hatched 
lozenges flanked by a vertical line, on the sides horizontal 
strokes flanked by two vertical lines; a band encircles the 
junctions with the shoulder 

Lid: completely painted, in the middle a reserved area 
with a dogtooth frieze between three (above) and two 
(below) horizontal lines; on the knob a reserved band and 
a reserved line, on the top a chequered motif. 

Slightly shiny paint in some points, worn in some areas 
Typology 

4.1b1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 39-41, pl. 12; Desborough 1952, 37-38, 
pl. 6; Lemos 2002, fig. 86.1; Kourou 2002, 67. 


Context: Tomb PG 397% 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the western side of the trench (110 x 65 x 70 cm), 
under a schistose marble slab, a round pit (55 cm in 
diameter) containing the amphora-urn; in the vessel, 
together with the cremated remains of the dead, fragments 
of iron pins, bronze rings, iron and bronze fibulae. Next 
to the amphora a clay bead and a spindle whorl. On the 
covering of the pit and on the floor of the trench burned 
soil and burned sherds mixed with spindle whorls and 
clay beads. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. M 
27, 28), two iron fibulae (Inv. M 21), two bronze fibulae 
(Inv. M 22, 23), remains of bronze rings (Inv. M 24-26). 
Grave goods: shoulder-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 
2131), clay bead (Inv. 2113), spindle whorl (Inv. 2130a). 
Objects from the pyre debris: clay figurine of deer (Inv. 
641), oinochoe (Inv. 2091), belly-handled amphoriskos 
(Inv. 2092), nine lekythoi (Inv. 2093-2101), two skyphoi 
(Inv. 2102, 2103), five cups (Inv. 2104-2108), handmade 
jugs (Inv. 2109, 2110), handmade cup (Inv. 2111), clay 
cauldron (Inv. 2112), fourteen clay beads (Inv. 2114— 
2127), three spindle whorls (Inv. 2128-2130); bronze 
bird-head figurine with long neck (Inv. M 28a, it is not 
specified where it comes from). 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris”. 


No. 74 (Plates 17, 60) 


Inventory number: 918 
Tomb: PG 26 


23 Kerameikos IV, 39-41. 
24 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 


66 


Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 52 cm, D. rim 23.5 cm, D. max. ca. 37 cm, D. base 
15 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the lip and of the neck, part of the shoulder and of 
the belly missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—1 cm), infrequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects in several areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot and three loops that start from the lower 
part of the body, go down vertically lower than the foot, 
curve round and attach to it 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside with two 
reserved horizontal lines in the middle, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: horizontal line and horizontal zigzag (almost 
a wavy line) under the junction with the neck; below a 
frieze of groups of concentric semicircles and on one side 
in the middle a chequered panel flanked by two vertical 
lines (on the other side the decoration is not preserved); 
below horizontal band between two horizontal lines and 
a horizontal zigzag (almost a wavy line) 

Belly: on each side five groups of concentric circles; 
in the lower part a wide horizontal band between two 
horizontal lines and a horizontal zigzag (almost a wavy 
line); in the lower part another two horizontal lines 
Base: completely painted; the loops are painted on the 
outside 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint; in some points the decoration is irregular, 
with smears of paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 33-34, pl. 9; Desborough 1952, 24, 27, 
pl. 4; Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 267° 
Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 


295 Kerameikos IV, 33-34. 


On the southern side of the trench (115 x 65 x 35 cm), 
under a covering of field stones, a round pit (45 x 43 
cm) containing the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the 
amphora a kantharos and among the remains of the dead 
two iron pins. On the stones and in the trench a thin layer 
of ash and burned soil. The upper part of the trench is not 
preserved. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. M 
37, 38). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 918), 
kantharos (Inv. 919). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 

Probably female, due to the objects found in the grave?”®. 


No. 75 (Plates 30, 75) 


Inventory number: 959 

Tomb: n.d. 

Shoulder-handled amphoriskos 

H. 10.3 cm, D. rim 5.4 cm, D. max. ca. 7.1 cm, D. base 
3.8 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; fragments 
of the lip, the shoulder, and the belly missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2—4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects and a few irregularities 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: globular 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the shoulder 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (very dark brown) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: painted with two reserved lines 

Belly: on one side three cross-hatched panels and two 
chequered panels alternating, interspersed with groups 
of three vertical lines, on the other side a panel filled 
with narrow horizontal zigzags, a cross-hatched panel 
a chequered panel, a further cross-hatched panel and a 
vertical zigzag alternating with groups of three vertical 
lines; below completely painted with two reserved 
horizontal lines 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 


2 Stromberg 1993, 137. 
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The Amphorae 


Shiny paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 
Bibliography 
Kerameikos IV, 46, pl. 24. 


Context: stray find?*” 


No. 76 (Plates 30, 75) 


Inventory number: 595 (T 19) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Shoulder-handled amphora 

H. (preserved) 31.5 cm, H. neck 11.8 cm, D. rim 22 cm. 

State of preservation 

Part of the lip, neck, shoulder and fragments of the upper 
part of the belly 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 10 Y 6/3 (pale brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4-6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Handles (not preserved): vertical, attached on the 
shoulder 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: two lines under the junction with the neck; on 
one side two cross-hatched panels, a chequered panel 
a further cross-hatched panel and a series of vertical 
lozenges, alternating with five motifs constituted by 
three vertical lines; on the other side a series of vertical 
lozenges, a chequered panel, probably a cross-hatched 
panel, a chequered panel, a further cross-hatched panel 
and another series of vertical lozenges, alternating with 
six (and one not preserved) motifs constituted by three 
vertical lines; below three horizontal lines 

Belly: dogtooth frieze, below two horizontal lines; the 
lower part probably completely painted 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 121, pl. 45; Desborough 1952, 37-38; 
Kourou 2002, 67, 75. 


257 Kerameikos IV, 46. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*”8 


No. 77 (Plates 18, 75) 


Inventory number: 1260 

Tomb: n.d. 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. preserved ca. 12 cm, L. preserved ca. 19 cm 

State of preservation 

Fragment of the belly 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly (not preserved) 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Belly: vertical groups of opposed diagonals (with the 
triangular spaces between the diagonals painted), a solid 
rectangular panel and other vertical groups of opposed 
diagonals, all three alternating with three or four motifs 
of vertical zigzags flanked by three vertical lines; below 
a dogtooth frieze between three (above) and two (below) 
horizontal lines, with the lower part completely painted; 
under one of the handles (not preserved) a horse (Plate 
35, no. 2) 

Handles: only a fragment at the junction with the belly is 
preserved, with some strokes 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 46, pl. 27; Papadopoulos 1994, 471-472, 
490-491, pl. 119. 


Context: stray find?” 


No. 78 (Plates 16, 74) 


Inventory number: 611 (T 16) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Belly-handled amphora 

H. 33.3 cm, H. neck 9 cm, D. rim 18.5 cm, D. max. 
(reconstructed) ca. 25 cm, H. base 1.9 cm, D. base 11 cm. 
State of preservation 

Almost complete profile, vase mended from several 
fragments; large part of the lip, neck, shoulder, belly and 
one of the handles missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 


2°8 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
2°9 Kerameikos IV, 46. 
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Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent and spread 
on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: flaring 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-dark brown) 
Neck: completely painted on the outside, thin horizontal 
line inside the lip 

Shoulder: two horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck, a horizontal zigzag; below horizontal band 
between two horizontal lines 

Belly: three wavy lines, above and below them a narrow 
and irregular zigzag following their contour; three 
horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 118, pl. 43; Desborough 1952, 29; Kourou 
2002, 75. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*° 


No. 79 (Plates 12, 68) 


Inventory number: 1096 

Tomb: PG 47 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 38 cm, D. rim 17.5 cm, D. max. ca. 25 cm, D. base 
13 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; few sherds 
from all the body missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.1 

Colour: 2.5 YR 6/4 (light yellowish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.7 cm), 
very frequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2-4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 


300 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 


Matt and homogeneous 

Most of the surface is badly worn 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave, flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on each side two groups of concentric 
semicircles and in the middle two vertical lines flanked 
by vertical zigzags followed by a group of probably 
twelve languettes; below horizontal band between one 
(above) and two (below) horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint in some points; badly worn in 
several areas. The groups of concentric semicircles on 
the shoulder are not centred. 

According to Desborough 1952 the groups of semicircles 
on the shoulder have a hourglass filling as in the case of 
the amphora Inv. 1098, but this is wrong. 

Typology 

1.5e 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 44, pl. 11; Desborough 1952, 24, 28; 
Kourou 2002, 75. 


Context: Tomb PG 47°"! 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

The northern side of the trench has been destroyed. In 
the eastern side of the trench (115 x 60 x 45 cm), under a 
clay layer, a round pit (55 cm in diameter) containing the 
amphora-urn. Into the mouth of the urn a kalathos with 
the opening upwards and among the remains of the dead 
an iron pin. On the floor of the trench ash and sherds. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron pin (Inv. M 29). 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 1096), 
kalathos (Inv. 1097). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*”. 


No. 80 (Plates 16, 74) 


Inventory number: 588 (T 18) 
Tomb: n.d. 
Belly-handled amphora 


3°! Kerameikos IV, 44. 
3 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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H. (reconstructed) 46.2 cm, H. until the base of the neck 
34 cm, D. max. (reconstructed) ca. 30.5 cm, H. base 1.3 
cm, D. base 14.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

One fragment of the neck, fragments of the shoulder, of 
the belly and of the base 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) and 7.5 YR 5/2-4 
(brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in several areas 

Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles (not preserved): horizontal, attached on the belly 
The position of the fragments in some cases seems 
uncertain 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: painted on the outside 

Shoulder: three horizontal lines under the junction with 
the neck; on one side two groups of concentric semicircles 
and a central motif constituted by three vertical lines 
flanked by vertical narrow zigzags, above one of the 
handles a group of concentric semicircles between two 
vertical lines flanked by vertical narrow zigzags, on the 
other side at least two groups of concentric semicircles; 
below horizontal band between horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines 

Base: unpainted 

Handles (not preserved): stripe along the outer surface, 
“moustache” stripes at the junction with the belly 

Matt paint, with some smears; worn in many points 
Typology 

n.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 120; Desborough 1952, 24, 28. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*” 


No. 81 (Plates 28, 73) 


Inventory number: 600 (T 9) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. reconstructed 50.5 cm; H. until the base of the neck 37 
cm, H base 1.3 cm, D. base 13.7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Few sherds of the neck, fragments of the shoulder, of the 
belly and of the base 


303 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/6 (reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles (not preserved): vertical, attached on the neck 
and the shoulder 

On one side groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: on one side (and probably also on the other 
one) two groups of concentric semicircles and a central 
motif constituted by a series of vertical triangles flanked 
by three vertical lines; below horizontal wide band 
between two horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines in the lower part, below 
completely painted 

Base: completely painted with a reserved thin band in the 
lower part 

Handles: a band encircles the junction with the shoulder 
Matt paint with some smears 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 115; Desborough 1952, 12. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*™ 


No. 82 (Plates 25, 73) 


Inventory number: 568 (T 8) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. preserved 47.3 cm, D. max. ca. 29 cm, D. base 11.7 
cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; lip, 
large part of the neck, part of the shoulder, of the belly 
and one handle missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 
CB 3 
Colour: 
yellow) 
Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4—6 (light brown-reddish-yellow) 
Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 


5 YR 6/4-6 (light reddish-brown-reddish- 


304 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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Shape 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave-profiled 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles and a central motif constituted by a series 
of vertical lozenges flanked by two vertical lines; below 
horizontal band between two horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines in the lower part, below 
completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.3d 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 115, pl. 41; Desborough 1952, 12. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)*” 


No. 83 (Plates 21, 67) 


Inventory number: 2024 

Tomb: PG 44 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 45.2 cm, D. rim 17 cm, D. max. 26.2 cm, D. base 
12.7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a few sherds of the lip and the upper part of 
the neck missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4—6 (light brown-reddish-yellow) 
Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Some scratches, especially on the belly and the lower part 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 


305 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 


Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides three groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling; below two horizontal 
lines 

Belly: completely painted with three reserved horizontal 
lines in the lower part 

Base: completely painted, in the lower part a thin 
reserved line 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Shining paint, worn in several areas; smears of paint on 
the internal side of the handles 

Typology 

2.2¢ 4 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 43, pl. 7; Desborough 1952, 10-11, 
pl. 3. 


Context: Tomb PG 443% 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the eastern side of the trench (100 x 65 x 85 cm) a 
round pit (40 x 50 cm) containing the amphora-urn; in the 
mouth of the amphora a kantharos covered with a small 
slate slab. On the amphora and in the trench a filling made 
of burned soil, ash, bone splinters and burned sherds. The 
northern side of the trench has been destroyed. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2024), 
kantharos (Inv. 2026). 

Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe (Inv. 2025). 
Osteological data: probably male. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*”’. 


No. 84 (Plates 11, 58) 


Inventory number: 576 

Tomb: PG 20 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 44 cm, D. rim 17.6 (external) and 15 cm (internal), D. 
max. 31 cm, D. base 12.6 cm 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; part of the lip 
and a few sherds of the body missing and reconstructed 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Inclusions not very visible. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 


30 Kerameikos IV, 43. 
3°7 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 


The Amphorae 


Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting, slightly oblique 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: completely painted, below three horizontal 
lines 

Belly: on both sides two groups of concentric circles 
and in the middle a cross-hatched panel flanked by three 
vertical lines, a series of vertical lozenges and another 
three vertical lines; below three horizontal lines and the 
lower part completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint 

Typology 

1.5¢ 2 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 194-195, 216, pl. 56; Desborough 1952, 
23, 25; Lemos 2002, fig. 31.6; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 203% 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

Trench (105 x 65 x 85 cm) filled until 60 cm in depth 
with soil; below burned soil, ash, burned and unburned 
sherds. In the trench floor is cut a round pit (45 x 40 cm) 
containing the amphora-urn; into the mouth of the vessel 
a kalathos and on it a slim stone slab. In the amphora-urn, 
together with the cremated remains of the dead, remains 
of bronze and iron pins. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bronze pin (Inv. n.d.), 
iron pin (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 576), 
kalathos (Inv. 577). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a 
kantharos*” (Inv. 730), fragments of a handmade bowl 
(Inv. 731). 

Osteological data: skull: small, thin fragments without 
suturae, small mastoid process; limbs: fragments of the 
proximal humerus and radius; remains of both patellae, 
tali and a calcaneus. Adult, presumably female. 

Animal remains: vertebrae without epiphyseal discs; 
presumably a young goat (from the amphora-urn)?””. 


No. 85 (Plates 12, 56) 


Inventory number: 578 
Tomb: PG 16 


308 Kerameikos I, 194-195. 
3 Tn Kerameikos I, 195, it was published as a krater. 
31° Breitinger 1939b, 259. 
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Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 46.3 cm, D. rim 19.5 cm (external) and 15 cm 
(internal), D. max. 33 cm, D. base 13.7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; sherds of 
the lip, the neck, the shoulder, the belly and one of the 
handles missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.2 

Colour: 5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm, 
with white inclusions of bigger size), infrequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 

Neck: concave, slightly flaring 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/2 (dark brown) on the shoulder and 
7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) on the neck 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: two horizontal lines under the junction with the 
neck; on one side four groups of concentric semicircles, 
on the other side three groups of concentric semicircles 
and a group of six languettes; below horizontal band 
between one and two horizontal lines 

Belly: two wavy lines, below three horizontal lines 
Base: horizontal band 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint in some points, worn in several areas 
Typology 

1.5¢ 3 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 190-191, 216, pl. 56; Desborough 1952, 
24-25. 


Context: Tomb PG 16 (Plate 43)*"! 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the south-western side of a trench (90 x 62 x 48 cm), 
under a covering made of partially burned clay bricks, a 
round pit (45 x 50 cm) containing the amphora-urn. In 
the mouth of the amphora a kalathos and in the vessel, 
together with the cremated remains of the dead, remains 
of iron pins. The eastern side cut by another grave. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins (Inv. 
n.d.). 


31! Kerameikos I, 190-191. 
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Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 578), 
kalathos (Inv. 579). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: skull: part of the frontal bone with 
an orbital upper margin, apparently weak prominence 
of the arcus superciliaris; part of the occipital bone with 
weak muscular lines; upper jaw: remains of the alveoli; 
lower jaw: fragments of ramus and symphysis; limbs: 
remains of the proximal and distal humerus, femur and 
tibia; remains of both the tali, a calcaneus and phalanges. 
Adult, probably female. 

Animal remains: vertebrae without epiphyseal discs; 
presumably a young goat (from the amphora-urn)?”. 


No. 86 (Plates 21, 73) 


Inventory number: 603 (T 12) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. 40.2 cm, H. neck 11.7 cm, D. rim 14.3 cm, H. base 1.3 
cm, D. base 11.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; part 
of the lip, of the shoulder and of the belly missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in several areas, slight trace of firing defects 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-dark brown) 
Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: horizontal band 

Belly: horizontal band in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint 

Typology 

2.2¢ 6 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 116, pl. 42. 


3! Breitinger 1939b, 259. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)3" 


No. 87 (Plates 22, 73) 


Inventory number: 605 (T 11) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

H. 46 cm, H. neck 14 cm, D. rim 14.5 cm, D. max. ca. 
25.5 cm, H. base 1 cm, D. base 11.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; large 
part of the lip and the neck, small parts of the shoulder 
and of the belly missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in some areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: horizontal band 

Belly: horizontal band in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint; smears on the shoulder and under one of the 
handles 

Typology 

2.2¢ 7 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 116; Desborough 1952, 9. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)>"4 


No. 88 (Plates 21, 61) 

Inventory number: 910 

Tomb: PG 28 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 


313 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
314 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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The Amphorae 


H. 42.3 cm, D. rim 14 cm, D. max. ca. 25.5 cm, D. base 
10.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a few sherds of the upper part of the neck 
missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6 (pink-reddish-yellow) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Wide traces of iron left by the sword and the knife on the 
neck, the shoulder and the handles 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: cylindrical-concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: horizontal band 

Belly: two horizontal bands 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Shining paint 

Typology 

2.2c 5 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 34-35, pl. 6; Desborough 1952, 
9, 11, pl. 3. 


Context: Tomb PG 28° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the south-eastern side of the trench (120 x 80 x 112 
cm), under a covering of soil and rocks, a round pit (35 
x 40 cm) containing the amphora-urn; in the mouth of 
the amphora a pyxis and nearby an amphoriskos. On the 
neck and the shoulder of the amphora-urn a burned iron 
sword and knife; among the cremated remains of the 
dead an arrowhead. On the covering and in the trench a 
filling with burned soil, ash and burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron arrowhead 
(Inv. M 34). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 910), 
rim-handled amphoriskos (Inv. 911), pyxis (Inv. 912), 
iron sword (Inv. M 51) with two iron rings wrapped on 
the tip of the blade*'®, iron knife (Inv. M 52). 


315 Kerameikos IV, 34-35. 
316 Kilian-Dirlmeier 1993, no. 274, pl. 40. 
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Objects from the pyre debris: pyxis with lid (Inv. 913), 
oinochoe (Inv. 914). 

Osteological data: probably male. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*"’. 


No. 89 (Plates 29, 61) 


Inventory number: 911 

Tomb: PG 28 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Rim-handled amphoriskos 

H. 19.9 cm, D. max. ca. 13.2 cm, D. rim 11.4 cm (external) 
and 10 cm (internal), D. base 7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; large part of the belly missing andreconstructed 
Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the 

vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Worn in some areas 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted, slightly flat projecting 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the rim and the shoulder 
On the upper part of the handles two holes for the lid (not 
preserved) 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: horizontal band on the lip; on both sides, between 
two horizontal lines, a frieze constituted by two horses 
(Plate 35, no. 3, 4) alternating with vertical zigzags 
flanked by three vertical lines; on one side at the end of 
the frieze the vertical zigzag flanked by three vertical 
lines is repeated after a solid panel, on the other side the 
paint is worn but probably it was the same 

Shoulder: on each side four cross-hatched triangles given 
an outline 

Belly: dogtooth frieze between three and two horizontal 
lines; lower part completely painted 

Base: completely painted, the lower part reserved 
Handles: barred, with vertical lines on the sides; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint, worn in several areas 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 


317 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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Bibliography 
Kerameikos IV, 34-35, pl. 8, 27; Desborough 1952, 
41-42, pl. 6; Kourou 2002, 64. 


Context: See amphora no. 88 (Inv. 910) 


No. 90 (Plates 23, 60) 


Inventory number: 908 

Tomb: PG 27 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 51.5 cm, D. rim 15.5 cm, D. max. ca. 31.7 cm, D. base 
13.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from some fragments; sherds of the 
lip and the neck missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 1.1 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4-6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: globular-ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside with a cross- 
hatched panel in the middle on both sides, horizontal 
band inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles and a central motif constituted by a cross- 
hatched triangle flanked in the upper part by two points 
(on one side the triangle is slightly further out from the 
neck and a vertical line joins it); below a wide horizontal 
band between three horizontal lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines; in the lower part another 
three horizontal lines and below completely painted 
Base: completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Shiny paint, worn in several areas; the horizontal lines 
are not always traced accurately 

Typology 

2.2d 3 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 34, pl. 7; Desborough 1952, 10, 12. 


Context: Tomb PG 27?!8 


318 Kerameikos IV, 34. 


Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the southern side of the trench (115 x 40 x 40 cm), 
under small stones, a round pit (50 x 50 cm) containing 
the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the vessel, with the 
conical base upward, the foot of a skyphos. On the stones 
and in the trench a filling with burned soil, ash mixed 
with pieces of coal and some burned sherds. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 908), 
foot of a skyphos (Inv. 909). 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
(Inv. 1194). 

Osteological data: probably male. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*”’. 


No. 91 (Plates 24, 66) 


Inventory number: 2008 

Tomb: PG 40 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 40.2 cm, D. rim 15.5 cm, D. max. 25.6 cm, D. base 
11.6 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete; a few sherds from the lip and the upper part of 
the neck missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.3 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by two vertical lines flanked by vertical 
zigzags; below a horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: three horizontal lines in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Slightly shiny paint, worn in some areas 


Typology 
2.3a 2 


319 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 13, 41-42, pl. 5; Desborough 1952, 9, 
pl. 2; Lemos 2002, fig. 34.3. 


Context: Tomb PG 40°” 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the eastern side of the trench (100 x 68 x 118 cm), 
under a hard limestone slab, a round pit (38 x 42 cm) 
containing the amphora-urn; on the mouth of the amphora 
a bronze shield boss with the point downward, partially 
pressed into the vessel. In the urn, together with the 
cremated remains of the dead, a bronze fibula, an iron axe 
and an iron chisel. On the slab and in the trench burned 
soil, ash, burned and unburned sherds and pieces of coal. 
In the south-eastern corner there was an oinochoe closed 
by a skyphos, in turn covered by an amphora fragment 
(from the neck). 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron axe (Inv. M 9), 
iron chisel (Inv. M 10), bronze fibula (Inv. M 11). 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2008), 
oinochoe (Inv. 2010), skyphos (Inv. 2011), fragment of 
an amphora (Inv. n.d.) bronze shield boss (Inv. M 12). 
Objects from the pyre debris: two rim-handled 
amphoriskoi (Inv. 2012, 2013), oinochoe (Inv. 2009), 
skyphos (Inv. 2014), nine lekythoi (Inv. 2015-2023). 
Osteological data: probably male. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*™”'. 


No. 92 (Plates 29, 66) 


Inventory number: 2012 

Tomb: PG 40 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Rim-handled amphoriskos with lid (fragmentary, from 
the pyre debris) 

H. 19.7 cm, D. rim 9 cm (external) and 7.7 cm (internal), 
D. max. ca. 13.6 cm, D. base 7 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; several 
sherds missing and reconstructed. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05 cm), infrequent and 
spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Some burned fragments join with the unburned ones, so 
probably the vase was exposed to the fire when it was 
already broken 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting 


320 Kerameikos IV, 41-42. 
2! Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the rim and the shoulder 
On the upper part of the handles two holes for the lid 
Decoration 

Colour: n.d. 

Neck: completely painted on the outside with a reserved 
decorated area, horizontal line inside the lip; on both 
sides, in the middle, a chequered panel flanked by a 
vertical zigzag between two vertical lines, a small 
painted panel with another vertical zigzag between two 
and three vertical lines, and a further painted panel under 
the handles; above and below the decorated area two 
reserved horizontal lines 

Shoulder: completely painted with three reserved 
horizontal lines in the lower part 

Belly: completely painted with a frieze in a wide reserved 
area, of a chequered panel flanked by a vertical zigzag 
between two and three vertical lines, a small painted 
panel, two groups of opposed diagonals flanked by 
a vertical zigzag between two and three vertical lines, 
each one followed by a small painted panel, a cross- 
hatched panel flanked by a vertical zigzag between 
three and two vertical lines, a small painted panel, a 
chequered panel flanked by a vertical zigzag between 
two and three vertical lines, a small painted panel, two 
groups of vertical cross-hatched lozenges flanked by a 
vertical zigzag between two and three vertical lines, each 
one followed by a small painted panel; three horizontal 
reserved bands in the lower part 

Base: completely painted, the lower part reserved 
Handles: one of the handles is barred in the upper and the 
lower part, in the middle a chequered panel and below a 
horizontal frieze of solid triangles or lozenges; the other 
one is barred in the upper and the lower part, even if there 
are only a couple of strokes, in the middle a rectangular 
area with, in the upper part, three friezes of triangles 
alternating with two horizontal lines and in the lower part 
a series of vertical solid lozenges between two lines; on 
both the handles two vertical lines on the sides 

Lip: dogtooth frieze between horizontal lines (with two 
holes which correspond to the ones on the vase) 

Shiny paint 

Typology 

3.lal 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 41-42, pl. 8; Desborough 1952, 41-42, 
pl. 6; Lemos 2002, fig. 34.2; Kourou 2002, 64. 


Context: See amphora no. 91 (Inv. 2008) 


No. 93 (Plates 29, 66) 


Inventory number: 2013 

Tomb: PG 40 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Rim-handled amphoriskos with lid (fragmentary, from 
the pyre debris) 
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H. 12.9 cm, D. rim (reconstructed) 6.8 cm, D. max. ca. 
8.5 cm, D. base 4.5 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; sherds of 
the lip, the neck, the belly and the upper part of one of 
the handles missing and reconstructed; only a pierced 
fragment from the lid. 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/24 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2-4 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Possible traces of exposition to the fire on the fragment 
of the lid 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the rim and the shoulder 
On the upper part of the handles two holes for the lid 
Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (very dark brown) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on each side three cross-hatched triangles 
contoured by a line 

Belly: dogtooth frieze between three and two horizontal 
lines; lower part completely painted 

Base: completely painted, the lower part reserved 
Handles: barred, with vertical lines on the sides; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint 

Typology 

3.1b 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 41—42, pl. 8; Desborough 1952, 41-42; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 34.1; Kourou 2002, 64. 


Context: See amphora no. 91 (Inv. 2008) 


No. 94 (Plates 27, 50) 


Inventory number: 566 

Tomb: PG D 

Burial ground: Pompeion 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 39 cm, D. max. ca. 24 cm, D. base 10 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
large part of the lip and of the neck, a fragment of the 
shoulder and the upper part of the handles missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 3 


Colour: 5 YR 6/4 (light reddish-brown) 

Dark red/brown inclusions (<0.05—0.1 cm), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 2.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by two vertical lines flanked by a series of 
vertical dots; below three horizontal lines 

Belly: completely painted 

Base: completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 105-106, pl. 34; Desborough 1952, 12. 


Context: Tomb PG D*” 

Cremation, urn burial 

Disturbed probably by the edification of the later 
Pompeion building. In the grave the amphora-urn with 
the cremated remains of the dead and a skyphos. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 566), 
skyphos (Inv. 567). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 95 


Inventory number: n.d. 

Tomb: PG 49 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

State of preservation 

Fragment of the mouth and of the handles 
Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d 


322 Kerameikos I, 105-106. 
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Decoration 

N.d. 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric (?) 
Bibliography 
Kerameikos IV, 46. 


Context: Tomb PG 49° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

In the southern side of the trench (180 x 70 x 50 cm) a 
round pit (48 x 70 cm) with sherds of an amphora and 
remains of the ashes. In the northern half of the trench 
a thin layer with burned clay bricks and ash of wood. 
Disturbed by later graves. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. n.d.). 
Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 


No. 96 (Plates 18, 69-70) 


Inventory number: 2027 

Tomb: PG 48 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Belly-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 47.2 cm, D. rim 17.5 cm (external) and 15.5 cm 
(internal), D. max. ca. 29.8 cm, D. base 12 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete 

Fabric 

CB 1.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 6/4 (light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.5 cm, 
with some white inclusions of a bigger size), infrequent 
and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/24 (pinkish-grey-pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Slight traces of firing defects in some areas; a few traces 
of bronze left by a bowl inside the lip 

Shape 

Rim: rounded 

Lip: flat projecting, short and slightly oblique 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: horizontal, attached on the belly, double- 
arched 

Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0 (very dark grey) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal line 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: at the centre of each side and on the handles 
a group of concentric semicircles with hourglass filling 
alternating with groups of six, seven, eight and eight 


323 Kerameikos IV, 46. 
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languettes; below horizontal band between horizontal 
lines 

Belly: on both sides cross-hatched panel flanked by three 
vertical lines, a series of vertical solid triangles and 
another three vertical lines (in one case two); below three 
horizontal lines and the lower part completely painted 
Base: completely painted 

Handles: stripe along the outer surface, “moustache” 
stripes at the junction with the belly 

Slightly shiny paint; very worn in some areas 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric (the grave is Late Protogeometric — 
Early Geometric I) 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos IV, 44-46, pl. 10; Desborough 1952, 23, 26; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 36.1; Kourou 2002, 78. 


Context: Tomb PG 48° 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the western side of the trench (160 x 55 x 123 cm), 
under a clay layer, a round pit (38 <x 50 cm) containing 
the amphora-urn; in the mouth of the vessel a bronze 
bowl. Together with the cremated remains of the dead 
a bronze and an iron fibula, a bronze pin and a bronze 
decorative element. On the covering of the pit and on the 
floor of the trench a filling (H. 30 cm) made of burned 
soil, many burned sherds, clay beads and spindle whorls. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron fibula (Inv. M 2), 
bronze fibula (Inv. M 3), bronze decorative element (Inv. 
M 4a), remains of bronze pin (Inv. n.d.). 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2027), 
bronze bowl (Inv. M 1). 

Objects from the pyre debris: sixteen oinochoai (Inv. 
2068-2082, 2084), seven lekythoi (Inv. 2067, 2083, 
2085-2089), pilgrim flask (Inv. 2034), ring flask (Inv. 
2033), pyxis with lid (Inv. 2066), kantharos (Inv. 2031), 
two skyphoi (Inv. 2030, 2032), two clay stands Inv. 
(2028, 2029), handmade jug (Inv. 1184), nine handmade 
bowls (incised ware, Inv. 2037—2044a), two female 
figurines (incised ware, Inv. 2035, 2036), two painted 
spindle whorls (Inv. 2045, 2046), four undecorated 
spindle whorls with four or five protuberances (Inv. 
2047-2050), fifteen smoothed or incised spindle whorls 
(Inv. 2051-2065), eighty clay beads (Inv. 2090). 
Osteological data: probably female. 

Animal remains: remains of burned animal bones among 
the ashes of the dead and among the pyre debris*”. 


No. 97 (Plates 23, 50) 
Inventory number: 581 
Tomb: PG C 

Burial ground: Pompeion 
Neck-handled amphora (urn) 


324 Kerameikos IV, 44-46. 
5 Kerameikos IV, 2-3 (the determinations have been made by 
Breitinger). 
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H. 53.5 cm, H. neck 15.8 cm, D. rim 17 cm, D. max. ca. 
32 cm, H. base 1.7 cm, D. base 14 cm. 

State of preservation 

Complete, mended from several fragments; sherds of 
the lip, the neck and the shoulder missing and 
reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 3 

Colour: n.d. 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in some points 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: ring foot 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the 
shoulder 

The handles are attached to the neck lower than on the 
other neck-handled amphorae 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 2/0 (black) 

Neck: completely painted on the outside, horizontal band 
inside the lip 

Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by a cross-hatched panel flanked by two 
vertical lines; below horizontal band between two 
horizontal lines 

Belly: two horizontal lines in the lower part, below 
completely painted 

Base: completely painted with a reserved horizontal line 
in the lower part 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Matt paint, very worn in some areas; smears of paint on 
the shoulder 

Typology 

2.2d 2 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric (the grave is Late Protogeometric — 
Early Geometric I) 

Bibliography 

Kraiker 1934, 233; Kerameikos I, 104-105, pl. 33; 
Desborough 1952, 13, pl. 3; Lemos 2002, fig. 31.1. 


Context: Tomb PG C 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole) 

On the floor of a rectangular trench (60 cm in length 
and 90 cm in depth) dug into the red soil, a small pit 
containing the amphora-urn with the cremated remains 
of the dead. Into the mouth of the amphora a cup and 
above it an inverted bowl. 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 


Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 581), 
bowl (Inv. 580), cup (Inv. 582). 

Objects from the pyre debris: absent. 

Osteological data: absent. 

Probably female, due to the objects found in the grave*”®. 


No. 98 (Plates 25, 67) 


Inventory number: 2153 

Tomb: PG 41 

Burial ground: South of the Eridanos 

Neck-handled amphora (urn) 

H. 39.5 cm, D. rim 13.6 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; 
sherds of the neck, part of the shoulder, large part of the 
belly and all the base missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.2 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the 
vessel 

Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4—6/4 (pink-light brown) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

Traces of firing defects 

Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck; the handles are 
attached to the neck lower than the other neck-handled 
amphorae 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-dark brown) 
Neck: completely painted on the outside, reserved 
horizontal band outside the lip with groups of eight, nine 
or five vertical strokes; horizontal band inside the lip 
Shoulder: on both sides two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by a cross-hatched triangle contoured by a 
line; below two horizontal lines 

Belly: completely painted with a reserved horizontal line 
in the lower part 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Slightly shiny paint in some areas; the arcs of the 
semicircles go beyond the lower horizontal lines. The 
decoration of the lip is an innovation that will spread 
during the Geometric period 

Typology 

2.3? 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 


26 Stromberg 1993, 136. 
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Bibliography 
Kerameikos IV, 13, 42, pl. 7; Desborough 1952, 10, 13; 
Lemos 2002, fig. 82.2. 


Context: Tomb PG 41°?’ 

Cremation, urn burial (trench-and-hole?) 

Northern and western sides of the trench were washed 
away. On the floor of the trench (80 x 38 cm) a filling (H. 
15 cm) with burned soil, ash, few burned bone splinters 
and a clay bead. In the filling the amphora-urn; part of the 
vessel and the cremated remains of the dead went lost. 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: absent. 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn (Inv. 2153). 
Objects from the pyre debris: clay bead (Inv. 2154). 
Osteological data: absent. 

Probably female, due to the objects found in the grave*”®. 


No. 99 (Plate 75) 


Inventory number: 596 (T 10) 

Tomb: n.d. 

Neck-handled amphora 

State of preservation 

Part of the neck, of the shoulder, fragments of the belly 
and one of the handles 

Fabric 

CB n.d. 

Colour: n.d. 

Surface 

Colour: n.d. 

Shape 

Neck: concave 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 

Decoration 

Neck: completely painted on the outside 

Shoulder: on one side two groups of concentric 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif 
constituted by a cross-hatched hourglass (formed by 
two triangles) contoured by a line and flanked by three 
vertical lines; below three horizontal lines 

Belly: probably completely painted 

Handles: barred, with two vertical lines on the sides; a 
band encircles the junction with the shoulder 

Typology 

N.d. 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 116, pl. 41; Desborough 1952, 13. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)°”? 


No. 100 (Plates 25, 73) 


Inventory number: 602 (T 13) 
Tomb: n.d. 
Neck-handled amphora 


27 Kerameikos IV, 42. 
328 Stromberg 1993, 137. 
+29 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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H. 42.7 cm, H. neck 13 cm, D. rim 14 cm, H. base 1.1 cm, 
D. base 11.2 cm. 

State of preservation 

Almost complete, mended from several fragments; part 
of the lip of the neck, more than the half of the shoulder 
and of the belly missing and reconstructed 

Fabric 

CB 2.2 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/2 (pinkish-grey) 

Dark red/brown and white inclusions (<0.05—0.4 cm), 
infrequent and spread on the entire surface of the vessel 
Surface 

Colour: 7.5 YR 7/4 (pink) 

Matt, smoothed and homogeneous 

White patina in several areas, trace of firing defects 
Shape 

Rim: rounded, slightly thickened 

Lip: everted 

Neck: concave 

Body: ovoid 

Base: concave 

Handles: vertical, attached on the neck and the shoulder 
Slight groove at the base of the neck 

Decoration 

Colour: 7.5 YR 3/0—2 (very dark grey-dark brown) 
Neck: horizontal band inside and outside the lip, 
horizontal line at the junction with the shoulder 
Shoulder: horizontal band 

Belly: horizontal band in the lower part 

Base: horizontal band 

Handles: two vertical stripes crossing at the top; a band 
encircles the junction with the shoulder. 

Matt paint, with smears on the shoulder and near one of 
the handles 

Typology 

2.3c 1 

Chronology 

Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 

Bibliography 

Kerameikos I, 116, pl. 42; Desborough 1952, 11. 


Context: filling of the grave mound near the Sacred Way 
(probably Tumulus G)°*° 


330 Kerameikos I, 109-110. 
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4 


Graves with Amphorae 


4.1. Spatial analysis of the objects in the grave 


The analysis of the objects and of their disposition in the 
grave can provide us with information for reconstructing 
some aspects of the funerary ritual that were conducted 
outside the burial, but that did not leave tangible traces in 
the necropolis’ landscape. In a period characterized by the 
absence of written sources and with figurative art barely 
underway in the Protogeometric stage, the correct reading 
and interpretation of the material evidence is essential 
for the reconstruction, at least in part, of the stages of the 
funerary “performance’’**. 


The catalogue of the amphorae, seen in the previous 
chapter, contained information about the context in which 
the vessels were found: this will be more closely analysed 
in this chapter. Almost all these vases come from a trench- 
and-hole cremation. As already explained, this grave 
comprises a rectangular trench with a round hole dug in 
its bottom (Plate 40). The upper trench could contain the 
remains of the funerary pyre, e.g. ash, burnt soil, charcoal, 
burned or unburned ceramic sherds, animal bones and 
fragments of bricks used for the substructure of the pyre. 
The hole within the base of the trench was dug to take the 
amphora-urn, sometimes together with other items such 
as vessels or weapons. The amphora-urn contained the 
remains of the dead, in some cases together with animal 
bones and small items, especially ornaments or weapons. 
To sum up, in this specific type of grave there are three 
areas where one may encounter items: the upper rectangular 
trench with the objects from the pyre, the round hole with 
the urn and the grave goods and lastly the urn itself. 


The items more frequently occurring in the amphorae used 
as urns are ornaments, in particular pins, but also fibulae, 
spirals and in a few cases rings (Plate 40). Also weapons 
can be found in the cinerary vessels: in four cases they 
were spearheads, in a couple of cases arrowheads and 
daggers. Pins and fibulae could be used to close the dress 
of the dead or even a shroud, while spirals and rings would 
be worn by the deceased. Since they are all personal 
belongings, it can be assumed that the dead person was 
placed on the pyre with their clothes and personal items, 
and that these objects were collected together with the 
burned bones and put into the urn*”. 


331 Dalsoglio 2018, 677-686; on the Greek burial ritual see Vlachou 
2012, 363-384 and bibliography. 

3 According to Papadopoulos “it was common in Athens to remove 
gold, bronze, and iron jewelry prior to the cremation and then to place 
those metal objects in the tomb, often inside the cinerary urn together 
with the cremated remains of the dead, but sometimes in the cremation 
pit. A few of the Agora tombs, however, furnished some evidence for 
the melting of metal jewelry” (Agora XXXVI, 609). In the case of the 
Kerameikos graves, however, this kind of information is lacking and so 
this practice cannot be ascertained; several objects found in the amphora- 
urn of the tomb SM 146 are unburned, but according to Ruppenstein this 
constitutes an exception (Kerameikos XVIIL 252). 
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Looking for a confirmation of this hypothesis in the 
written sources, one can consider the Homeric poems, 
where cremation is well attested; it is worth noting that 
in these works the rite takes many forms and, essentially, 
has no fixed rules. The purpose of this enquiry here is not 
to define the Athenian funerary habits as “Homeric”, but 
simply to show that these well-known written sources 
can reflect the archaeological circumstances and perhaps 
reveal parts of the rites actually conducted. 


On the habit of burning the dead fully clothed and with 
their personal belongings, one can consult two passages 
from the Odyssey. The first is the funeral of Achilles: the 
nymphs clothed the hero with immortal raiment; after 
that, Achilles was burnt with his clothes, unguents and 
sweet honey. The second case is the funeral of Elpenor: 
the body was burned with his weapons and then a mound 
was built**°. However, it is worth noting that others, such 
as Patroclus and Hector, were burned and buried without 
their weapons. 


The round hole dug within the base of the trench contained 
the amphora-urn. Sometimes other objects were placed 
alongside the cinerary vessel: in nine cases a skyphos, in 
seven a lekythos, in four a krater or a fragment of it, and 
more sporadically other vessels, weapons** or ornaments 
(Plate 40); in some cases, part of the debris from the pyre 
was thrown into the hole, as well as used to fill the upper 
trench. 


Quite often the artefacts found in the hole had been used 
to close the urn, by being placed into the mouth of the 
amphora. Among the objects most employed as stoppers 
are skyphoi or feet of skyphoi (graves SM 145, SM 118, 
hS 76, PG 27, PG 29, PG 30), followed by kraters or feet 
of kraters (graves SM 146, PG 25, PG 3, PG 18), bronze 
shield bosses (graves PG 24, PG 43, PG 40), kalathoi 
(graves PG 16, PG 20, PG 47) and kantharoi (graves 
PG 44, PG 26). On single occasions, the amphora was 
closed by a stirrup-jar (grave PG 13), a pyxis (grave PG 
28), a cup (PG C), a bowl (PG 38) or by a bronze bowl 
(grave PG 48). In the graves SM 67, PG 2, PG B, PG 
7, PG 32, PG 45, the urn was covered by a stone slab; 
in the case of the tombs SM 56 and hS 101 the slab 
covered both the amphora-urn and the hole in which it 
was placed. 


Probably some stoppers were not only used to close the 
amphora-urn, but also held offerings. This hypothesis is 
supported by the fact that sometimes the closing vases 
were themselves covered with other vases or with stone 


333 Hom. Od., XXIV, 67-68; XII, 13-15. 
334 On “killed” swords and more in general on graves with weapons, see 
D’Onofrio 2011, 645-673. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Tab. 3. The stoppers employed to close the amphora-urns, and the tombs in which they have been found. 


Stoppers for the Amphora-urn Tombs 
Clay lid PG 39 
Stirrup-jar PG 13 
Pyxis PG 28 
Skyphos SM 118 (?), SM 145, PGA east, PG 29, PG 30, hS 76 
Foot of a skyphos PG 27 
Krater SM 146 
Foot of a krater PG 3 (?), PG 18, PG 25 
Kantharos PG 26, PG 44 
Kalathos PG 16, PG 20, PG 47 
Cup PGC 
Bowl PG 38 
Bronze bowl PG 48 


Bronze shield boss 


PG 24, PG 40, PG 43 


Stone slab 


SM 56, SM 67, PGB, PG 2, PG 7, PG 32, PG 45, hS 101 


slabs: e.g. in the graves PG 20 and PG 44, the kalathos and 
the kantharos closing the respective amphora-urns were 
covered by a stone slab, while in the tomb PG C, the cup 
that closed the cinerary vessel was covered by a bowl. In 
addition to this, also some of the vases placed as grave 
goods into the hole were covered with other items: in the 
tomb PG 40, an oinochoe was closed with a skyphos, in 
its turn covered by an amphora sherd; in the tomb PG 38, 
a cup was covered by a fragment of pithos***; the rim- 
handled amphoriskos from the tomb PG 28 has two holes 
for fixing a lid (not preserved). For the other vessels, it 
is also possible to hypothesize coverings in perishable 
materials that are now lost. 


As previously said, the most frequently attested vessels 
found in the hole, other than the amphora-urms, are 
skyphoi and lekythoi. Lekythoi contained oil and they are 
strictly related to the funerary processes, so their presence 
in the grave is not surprising. For the skyphoi, the fact 
that during the later Geometric period some of these vases 
contained animal bones would arguably indicate their use 
for food offerings, or as containers for the remains of the 
funerary feast offered to the dead***. 


The rectangular trench proper often contained the pyre 
debris. The items that come from this area are usually very 
fragmentary and only partially reconstructible: this has 
been interpreted as the result of an imperfect collection 
of the remains after the fire**’. The objects that more often 
recur in the trench are oinochoai, followed by jugs, skyphoi 
and lekythoi (Plate 40). The lekythos, as before, contained 
oil or perfumed substances and was associated with the 
funerary rites. Since in this case the lekythoi were found 
among the remains of the pyre, one might think that they 


335 Styrenius 1967, 110-111. 
336 Dalsoglio, forthcoming b, e.g. the tombs G 2, G 22, G 79 and G 86. 
337 Styrenius 1967, 79. 


had been used before or during the cremation, to perfume 
the corpse and fuel the pyre itself. 

The handmade jug was employed for cooking activities***; 
it could have been used during the funerary feast, put on 
the pyre as an offering or, maybe, to indicate the symbolic 
participation of the dead person in the feast. It must be 
noted that this vessel occurs in the female burials, so it 
could be also interpreted as an object related mainly to the 
gender and to the role of the deceased in life. 


The oinochoe was a vase strictly related to wine: it 
was used to draw it from the krater and to pour it. The 
Homeric poems are instructive also in this case: twice, 
during Patroclus’ and Hector’s funerals, wine is used to 
quench the pyre**’. Since a quite high number of graves 
contained oinochoai among the remains of the pyre, it 
is plausible that they were used in some rituals related 
to wine during the cremation process. Experimental 
archaeological studies have demonstrated that it is not 
possible to extinguish a burning pyre by wine; moreover, 
according to Marshall, quenching the pyre with any fluid 
would have increased the difficulty in cleaning the bones 
of the dead, since the ashes are difficult to separate from 
the bones if wet**°. However, the cremation experiments 
carried out by Filép demonstrated that watering the 
pyre remains facilitates the collection of the bones, 
even if the hot remains when sprinkled with a liquid 
show a higher degree of fragmentation*’. Returning to 
the presence of the oinochoai among the pyre debris, it 
is more plausible that these vessels were used to make 
a libation of wine on the pyre or to quench the final 
flickering flames. 


338 Gros 2011, 905-911. 

339 Hom. II., XXIII, 250; Ibid., XIV, 791. 
340 Marshall 2011, 7. 

341 Filép 2018, 303-305. 
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The skyphos was among the most widespread of vases 
found in the hole with the urn: it appears quite often also in 
the trench with the pyre debris. Just as when it was placed 
in the hole with the cinerary um, it probably contained 
food or drink, so it is plausible that it contained the same 
too when it was placed on the funerary pyre, perhaps that 
portion of the funerary banquet reserved for the dead. 


Furthermore, the Homeric poems offer us some important 
evidence to better understand the ritual role of this vessel. 
During Patroclus’ funeral, Achilles drew wine from a 
golden krater with a two-handled cup (Gu@ikdaEAAov), 
pouring it upon the earth, wetting the ground and calling 
on the spirit of Patroclus*”. The two-handled cup can be 
identified with the skyphos that, in this case, was used for 
a libation with wine during the cremation rite and then 
thrown on the pyre*®. 


Though rarer, amphorae too can be found among the 
pyre debris*“. They are mentioned in the description of 
the funeral of Patroclus, during which two-handled jars 
(Gnoioptacs), full of honey and oil, were placed next to 
the pyre*’. The oil, or even a substance such as a resin, 
could be useful in hiding the strong smell of flesh on the 
burning pyre; the same could be said for honey, which also 
gave rise to small explosions, making the rite the more 
spectacular™®. 


Very often the vessels from the pyre consist of unburned 
fragments that join with others exposed to the fire (Plates 
38, no. 6; 53, PG 5 p 1; 56, PG 15 p 1). Probably these 
vases had been broken on the pyre or their contents had 
exploded, due to the high temperature, shattering and 
scattering them. Some fragments no doubt fell closer 
and into the pyre and so blackened, while others were 
thrown further out, and so remained untouched by the 
fires. 


4.2. Osteological data 


Except for the study more recently carried out by 
A. Lagia*’, most of the osteological analyses on the 
Submycenaean, Transitional and Protogeometric graves 
of the Kerameikos were made by E. Breitinger*** when the 
tombs were dug; in the case of the double grave PG A, the 
bones have been studied by Apostulopulos*”’. Breitinger’s 
analyses in the Kerameikos I volume include the inventory 
of the bones found in the burials, but the osteological data 
in the Kerameikos IV volume lacks this information and 


3 Hom. Il., XXIII, 219. 

34 Tt must be said that not all the scholars agree with this identification; 
H. Whittaker, for example, identifies the “gupikdmeAAov” mentioned in 
the Iliad as a “vessel consisting in two cups” or “double bowl” (Whittaker 
2014, 88, note 81). 

344 See Chapter 3. 

345 Hom. Il., XXIII, 170-171. 

346 Poplin 1995, 256. 

47 Lagia 2007, 273-281. 

348 Breitinger 1939a, 224-239; Breitinger 1939b, 258-261; Kerameikos 
IV, 2-3. 

349 Kerameikos I, 101. 
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Graves with Amphorae 


consist in a simple list of the male and female graves 
without further details. 


Age can be determined by anthropologists with a certain 
precision up to 25 years through the study of the teeth; 
further, between 13 and 15 years for girls and between 
15 and 25 years for boys, the age can be established by 
the epiphyseal union, i.e. the merging of the cartilaginous 
areas at the end of the long bones. The determination of 
the gender of the deceased achieves some 95% accuracy 
when the pelvis is preserved. Otherwise in its place the 
skull, the vertebral column, the sternum, the scapula 
and the long bones can all be used, but the results are 
less reliable**°. In the case of the cremated remains of 
the Kerameikos cemetery for which we have the list of 
the bones, fragments of skull and long bones are almost 
always present. Until now no one has questioned the 
reliability of Breitinger’s work, but it must be said that 
quite often his analyses concerned questions of race; 
further, the methods of physical anthropology have 
changed since the 1930s**'. 


Examining the osteological data regarding the cremations 
in amphorae, we can state that the ritual was adopted by 
both male and female (Plate 5). There are no cremations 
in amphorae of infants or children; adolescents are 
attested, found alongside adults and mature individuals. 
Cremation then was used for adults: in the Agora area, 
during the Early Iron Age, children were almost always 
excluded from this rite and were inhumed*’; in the 
Kerameikos area, the selectivity was even higher and, 
at least for the Protogeometric period, no child burials 
are present. 


The determination of the sex of the deceased in some graves 
through the osteological analysis allows us to identify 
some objects that can be considered gender indicators. In 
the Submycenaean period, gender indicators seem to be 
non-existent, though for the Transitional and especially 
the Protogeometric stage they grow more numerous. For 
the male graves, the only gender indicators are weapons 
and tools: swords, daggers, spear and arrowheads, shield 
bosses and knives**?. It must be noted here that while all 
the burials with weapons are male, only some male graves 
include weapons. 


In the female tombs, one can find rather more gender 
indicators: bowls, kalathoi, askoi, chests, clay tripod 
cauldrons, clay stands, clay cauldrons, pins, gold hair 
spirals, spindles whorls, clay beads, handmade vessels, 
pilgrim flasks and ring flasks, clay figurines. Some of these 
objects — namely, the clay tripod cauldrons, the clay stands 


350 Morris, 1992, 82. 

351 Whitley 1991, 64-65; it must be noted that often for the Athenian Iron 
Age burials “either the bones were lost or the methods of analysis were 
inadequate”, so we lack the material for osteological data (D’Onofrio 
2019, 29). 

352 Agora XXXVI. 

353 For weapons and tools in the Athenian graves, see D’Onofrio 2011, 
645-673 and Marini 2003, 21-56. 
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and the clay cauldrons — are rather rare: each appears in 
only one tomb*™. As with the male graves, so too here: the 
objects identified as female gender indicators do not turn 
up in every female burial. 


When compared with the male graves, the female ones 
stand out for the greater number of objects used as grave 
goods and/or thrown on the pyre, and for the higher 
variety of the artefacts, sometimes including rare items. 
In the case of some rich female graves, one can observe 
something of a redundancy of objects, as in the case of 
the eighty clay beads found in tomb PG 48, the richest 
of the Protogeometric burial ground. One may assert that, 
through the use of such gender indicators, the wealth 
of the deceased and of their group was emphasized and 
boosted?>. 


The animal bones found sometimes in the urn or in the 
upper trench with the pyre debris have also been studied 
(Plate 5). When recognized, they have been always 
identified as likely to be the bones of goats. In tomb 
PG 4 there were ribs, in tomb PG 7 vertebrae, a femur 
and other bones of young animals, while in graves PG 
16 and PG 20, there were again vertebrae, also of young 
animals. In all the other cases of animal remains in the 
burials, the type of bones is not specified. The presence of 
the animal bones in the urn together with the remains of 
the deceased, or among the remains of the pyre makes it 
credible that the animals or part of them were placed on 
the pyre during the funeral. They could be considered as 
a sacrifice or even as part of the funerary feast. It is worth 
noting that the animal bones analysed by Breitinger*** are 
characterized as being of a blue-black colour, as opposed 
to the human bones that are bright white: this shows that 
the animal remains had been burnt for a shorter period 
of time. According to Fox, this combination argues that, 
while the pyre was alight, the animals were first dealt with 
for other purposes, and only later were put on it**’. There 
seems to be a preference for some specific anatomical 
parts (mainly ribs and vertebrae), that could be considered 
an offering to the deceased who, in this way, could share 
in the feast**®. 


The osteological data, even if incomplete, allow us — as in 
the case of the objects — to reconstruct at least partially the 
ritual operating during the funerals. 


34 The clay tripod cauldrons were found in the tomb PG 4, the clay 
cauldron in the grave PG 39 and the clay stands in the tomb PG 48. 

355 On the subject see Whitley 1996, 209-232; Langdon 2005, 1-27; 
Dalsoglio, forthcoming a. 

356 Breitinger 1939b, 260. 

357 Fox 2012, 80. 

358 Thid., 80, 82. If looking for a parallel for animal offerings in the written 
sources, we can take into account both Patroclus’ and Achilles’ funerals: 
in both cases sheep and oxen are sacrificed; in the case of Patroclus, 
after the fire, his bones had to be carefully distinguished from those of 
the animals, a sign that the latter had been burned on the pyre together 
with the deceased (Hom. Il., XXIII, 110-261; Hom. Od., XXIV, 63-84). 
However, nothing concerning the parts of the animals put on the pyre is 
forthcoming in the texts. 
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4.3. Cluster analysis and funerary variability 


The large amount of data relating to the tombs with 
amphorae produce a high number of variables that are 
difficult to manage and to analyse. This fact makes it 
necessary to use multivariate statistical methods*”. 


The statistical method that has been chosen is cluster 
analysis, which allows us to identify and group similar 
elements within a data set*™. 


The data related to the burials with amphorae have been 
previously organized and structured in a matrix: here each 
row corresponds to a tomb and each column represents 
the distribution of each object in the set of graves taken 
into consideration. In this way not only the quantitative 
aspect, but also the qualitative variability of the objects 
into the graves is considered. In the case of cremations in 
an urn, all the items found in the burials have been taken 
into account: those inside the amphora-urn, the ones in the 
hole with the cinerary vessel and the ones above from the 
remains of the funerary pyre. 


This method, thanks to the use of a similarity coefficient, 
makes it possible to count the common elements between 
two units which, if they exceed a pre-set threshold 
value, are merged into a single cluster and considered as 
belonging to a single group. The result of the clustering 
can be displayed as a dendrogram: the horizontal axis 
represents the similarity, while the vertical one represents 
the clusters (Plate 41). The level of similarity between 
the various units corresponds to the cluster fusion and the 
distance at which each fusion takes place*”. 


Accordingly, it was possible to highlight some burials 
with an identical combination of objects. One can link 
the graves SM 67, SM 56 and PG 2 from the presence 
of a neck-handled amphora as the only object in the 
tomb; a similar group appears to be made up by SM 
119, hS 101 and hS 117a, but in this case the burials, 
with the exception of hS 101, have been disturbed, and 
the association is not therefore reliable. The tombs hS 76 
and PG D are characterized by a combination of neck- 
handled amphora and skyphos, but it must be said that 
they are chronologically remote. More significant is the 
association of neck-handled amphora, oinochoe and 
pyxis in the tombs PG 7 and PG 35: the amphorae from 
these two burials have also a very similar decoration, and 
the same can be said for the two oinochoai; the pyxides 
are similar enough, too. One might be tempted to see a 
connection between these two graves, since they are also 
contemporary and they are both located in the burial 
ground south of the Eridanos river; however, they are not 
very close physically to each other and seem to belong to 
two different groups of burials. 


35° T am grateful to A. D’Andrea for his kind collaboration. 


360 Laneri 2011, 85-86. 
361 Bernabei 2003 251-257. 


Tab. 4. Osteological data relating to the graves containing amphorae. 


Graves with Amphorae 


Tomb 


Gender 


Age 


Description 


Animal remains 


Bibliography 


SM 126 


n.d. 


Young adult 
or in late 
adolescence 


Cremated remains weighing 260 g. 

The bones preserved are white with 
longitudinal and transverse splitting and 
warping. There are fragmented remains 
of the cranium and the long bones. The 
completely open sutures of the calvarial 
fragments and the thickness of the diploé 
suggest that the dead was a young adult or 
in late adolescence 


Absent 


Lagia 2007, 275 


SM 127 


n.d. 


n.d. 


Cremated remains weighing 680 g 


Absent 


Lagia 2007, 275 


SM 145 


Possibly 
female 


Adult 


Cremated remains weighing 1.5 kg. 
Several elements of an adult skeleton are 
preserved: maxillae and right mandible 
with the alveoli of molars, loose roots 
of teeth, cranial fragments, fragments 
of long bones, of the hands and feet, 
spinous processes and vertebral bodies 
with porosity and compression, rib 
fragments. Due to the femoral midshaft 
circumference the sex of the dead was 
possibly female 


Absent 


Lagia 2007, 276 


SM 146 


Female 


Adolescent 


Completely cremated remains, well 
preserved. They include cranial fragments 
with many parts of sutures completely 
open, a supraorbital margin, part of the 
mandible with alveoli, loose roots of teeth, 
part of the pubis with a clearly female 
subpubic concavity, fragments of the 

long bones, vertebral bodies with unfused 
epiphyseal plates, a metacarpal and a mid 
phalanx with unfused and incompletely 
fused proximal epiphysis; due to the 
stage of union of the secondary centres 

of ossification and the morphology of 

the pubis, it is possible to state that the 
skeleton belongs to an adolescent female 


Absent 


Lagia 2007, 277 


PGA 
east 


Male 


15-16 years old 


A few bones from the pyre belonging to a 
15-16 years old person 


Absent 


Kerameikos I, 

101; the age 
determinations 
have been made by 
Apostoulopulos 


PGA 
west 


Male 


20-22 years old 


Burned bones belonging to a 20-22 years 
old young man 


Absent 


Kerameikos I, 

101; the age 
determinations 
have been made by 
Apostoulopulos 


PG4 


Probably 
female 


Adult 


Skull: numerous fragments from the 
upper part; lower jaw: large fragment of 
one half with alveoli, no dental scraps; 
pieces of the symphysis suggest a good 
chin formation; limbs: remains of ulna 
and femur, patella; fragments of talus 

and calcaneus. As for the alveoli, also the 
upper ramus of the lower jaw of small size 


Numerous pieces 
of ribs, probably 
of goat 


Breitinger 1939b, 
257-258 


PG5 


Probably 
female 


Adult 


Skull: small remains of the upper part 
with a strongly jagged sutura, median 
frontal fragment with a medium sized 
sinus; upper jaw: remains of the alveoli, 
no dental scraps; big fragments of the 
breastbone; limbs: remains of the proximal 
humerus and of the distal radius, head of 
the femur of reduced dimensions 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 258 
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Tab. 4. Osteological data relating to the graves containing amphorae (Continued). 


Tomb 
PG6 


Gender 
Probably 
male 


Age 
Adult 


Description 

Skull: larger, piece of the frontal bone with 
rather large sinus deformed by fire, fragment 
of the occipital bone with clear muscular 
lines, both mastoid processes robust; upper 
jaw: remains of the alveoli and of some 
crowns; lower jaw: half of the hyoid bone; 
rest of the skeleton: both the hip joints, 
quite large, remains of the diaphysis of the 
humerus, femur and tibia; patella; remains 
of the metacarpal and metatarsal bone and 
phalanges; synostosis of two vertebral 
bodies probably due to arthritis 


Animal remains 
Absent 


Bibliography 
Breitinger 1939b, 258 


PG7 


Probably 
male 


Mature adult 


Skull: fragments of the roof with 
synostosis, median part of the frontal bone 
with a fairly large sinus; lower jaw: piece 
of the symphysis with both mandibular 
spines and pronounced chin formation, 
half of the hyoid bone and some alveoli; 
upper jaw: molar with half-preserved 
crown, medium sized tooth roots; limbs: 
remains of both the heads of the humerus, 
part of the proximal radius with prominent 
tubercle, fragments of both proximal 
femurs, remains of both tali 


Vertebrae without 
epiphyseal discs, 
proximal femur 
end, caput and 
trochanter major, 
epiphyseal line; 
probably a young 
goat (from the 
amphora-urn) 


Breitinger 1939b, 258 


PGIl 


Probably 
female 


Adult 


Skull: small remains without suturae, 
mastoid process very pointed; limbs: 
remains of the distal humerus and of the 
head of the radius, remains of the proximal 
and distal femur and tibia of small size, 
epiphyseal line fused 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 258 


PG 12 


Probably 
female 


Adult 


Skull: numerous remains of the upper part 
with open suturae, mastoid process very 
low, remains of small zygomatic bones; 
upper jaw: remains of the alveoli; lower 
jaw: fragments of alveoli and numerous 
remains of the roots of the teeth; limbs: 
remains of the head of the humerus and of 
the head of the radius, of the metacarpal 
bone and phalanges, remains of the hip, of 
the proximal and the diaphysis of femur and 
tibia; remains of patella, talus and calcaneus. 
Rib remains with a healed fracture 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 258 


PG 13 


Probably 
female 


Adult 


From the skull fragments of the frontal 
with an orbital upper margin, weak 
prominence of the arcus superciliaris, 
glabella apparently weak; piece of 
occipital bone with weak muscular lines, 
alveoli, numerous remains of the tooth 
root. Remains of both humeral heads, 
remains of radius, femur and fibula, small 
femoral heads, both patellae, a talus, both 
navicularia 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 259 


PG 14 


Female? 


Adult? 


Some parts of the skull are preserved: 
median frontal fragment with fractured 
sinus, glabella apparently medium, greater 
wings of the sphenoid small; a few small 
remains of the limbs are also attested, 
revealing neither age nor sex 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 259 


PG15 


Probably 
female 


Mature adult 


Skull: fragments of the frontal bone, 
glabella and arcus superciliaris apparently 
weak, remain of the occipital bone with 
traces of muscular attachments, both 
mastoid processes pointed, small fragments 
of the upper part with synostosis, small 
zygomatic bone; upper jaw: remains of the 
alveoli; lower jaw: a single molar; limbs: 
remains of both the heads of the humerus, 
the head of the radius; a patella; remains of 
talus and navicular bone 


Absent 


Breitinger 1939b, 259 
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Tomb Gender Age Description Animal remains | Bibliography 
PG 16 Probably Adult Skull: part of the frontal bone with an Vertebrae without | Breitinger 1939b, 259 
female orbital upper margin, apparently weak epiphyseal discs; 
prominence of the arcus superciliaris; presumably a 
part of the occipital bone with weak young goat (from 
muscular lines; upper jaw: remains of the | the amphora-urn) 
alveoli; lower jaw: fragments of ramus 
and symphysis; limbs: remains of the 
proximal and distal humerus, femur and 
tibia; remains of both the tali, a calcaneus 
and phalanges 
PG17 Most likely | Mature adult Skull: remains of the frontal bone with Absent Breitinger 1939b, 259 
male the right superior orbital rim, apparently 
marked glabella, large fragment of the roof 
with ordinary suturae, both quite large 
mastoid processes, fragment of a thick- 
walled occipital bone; upper jaw: remains 
of the right alveoli; lower jaw: fragments 
of the right corpus with symphysis and 
alveoli; limbs: part of the proximal and 
distal humerus and femur, robust 
PG 18 Probably Mature adult Skull: small remain of the upper part Absent Breitinger 1939b, 
male with synostosis, medium-strongmastoid 259; Krause, 1975, 
(Breitinger); process, right half of the sphenobasilar fig. B 
female synchondrosis closed; limbs: remain of 
(Krause) the distal femur and of the diaphysis of the 
other long bones 
PG 19 Probably Mature adult Skull: part of the frontal bone with an Absent Breitinger 1939b, 
female orbital upper margin, quite marked, 259-260 
very flat trigonum, glabella apparently 
weak, remains of the roof with internal 
synostosis of the sagittal suture, small 
mastoid process, small zygomatic bone; 
upper jaw: alveoli; lower jaw: fragments 
of the corpus; limbs: remains of the head 
of the femur and humerus, remains of the 
proximal and the diaphysis of radius and 
ulna; remains of both tali 
PG 20 Presumably | Adult Skull: small, thin fragments without Vertebrae without | Breitinger 1939b, 260 
female suturae, small mastoid process; limbs: epiphyseal discs; 
fragments of the proximal humerus and presumably a 
radius; remains of both patellae, talianda | young goat (from 
calcaneus the amphora-urn) 

PG 22 Female Absent Kerameikos IV, 2; 
the determinations 
have been made by 
Breitinger 

PG 24 Male Absent Kerameikos IV, 2; 
the determinations 
have been made by 
Breitinger 

PG 25 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 

female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 27 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
male burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 28 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
male burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
(Continued) 
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Tab. 4. Osteological data relating to the graves containing amphorae (Continued). 


Tomb Gender Age Description Animal remains | Bibliography 
PG 29 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones in the have been made by 
filling on the Breitinger 
amphora 
PG 30 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG31 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 34 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
male burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 37 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 38 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 39 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 40 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
male burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 43 Probably Absent Kerameikos IV, 2; 
male the determinations 
have been made by 
Breitinger 
PG 44 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
male burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 45 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
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Tomb Gender Age Description Animal remains | Bibliography 
PG 47 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 
PG 48 Probably Remains of Kerameikos IV, 2-3; 
female burned animal the determinations 
bones among the | have been made by 
ashes of the dead | Breitinger 
and among the 
pyre debris 


A further similarity can be observed for the tombs PG 16 
and PG 47, characterized by the combination of a belly- 
handled amphora, kalathos and pins, contemporary, but 
not physically close once more, albeit in the same burial 
ground; in this case the vessels do not present noticeable 
analogies in their decoration. 


The graves PG 15 and PG 30 are characterized by a similar 
association of objects; we can add to them tomb PG 18, 
that has in addition a fragment of krater. 


Even, then, if some tombs show a correspondence in 
the combination of the objects, yet most burials are 
categorized by different associations of items, suggesting 
that there were no fixed schemes in the selection of the 
grave goods. Perhaps choices were made on criteria 
unknown to us, dictated by status, age, gender or other 
factors that cannot be deciphered through the available 
material evidence. This high variability in the association 
of grave goods cannot be passed over, not least because 
during the Protogeometric period we observe the spread of 
a funerary ritual adopted by the majority of the graves of 
the Kerameikos cemetery. Moreover the physical structure 
of the burials looks quite standardized. It is the objects, 
instead, that are not obviously organized into standard sets 
and have no fixed associations. 


4.4. The sequence of the burials with amphorae 


Any vertical stratigraphy between the graves of the 
Kerameikos cemetery is almost always non-existent. For 
this reason the sequence of these burials can be established 
mainly, if not only, through the stylistic analysis of the 
artefacts found in the tombs. The position of the burial or 
the type of ritual used tends to be misleading when trying 
to determine a relative chronology, since in the same period 
there can exist different funerary rituals (e.g. cremation 
and inhumation coexist during the Transitional phase), 
while tombs with different orientations can be coeval. 


Below are listed the graves in which amphorae have been 
found, in their relative chronological order. In addition to 
the amphorae, the other objects found in the same contexts 
have been analysed (with the help of comparanda), with 
particular attention paid to the decorated pottery. 
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No. | — Tomb SM 67 (Plate 45) 


The only vessel in the grave is the amphora Inv. 421. 
According to Kraiker, it is the oldest among the 
Submycenaean neck-handled amphorae*”’; Desborough 
and Mountjoy** date it to the beginning of the 
Submycenaean period, while according to Ruppenstein*™ 
it belongs to the Late Helladic HI C Late. The shape has 
not punctual comparisons; the decoration is characterized 
by the tassel motif (FM 72)°°: this belongs to the Late 
Helladic HI C Late repertoire, but here the two side parts 
are more elongated. The decorative motif likely derives 
from the older version, but it seems also to have different 
elements that could place it in a slightly later phase. A 
comparison can be recognized in the similar, but not 
identical, motif on the shoulder of an oinochoe from 
Salamis (Inv. 3642), which dates to the Submycenaean 
period*®, 


Chronology: Late Helladic III C Late —- Submycenaean 


No. 2 — Tomb SM 33 (Plate 45) 


The stirrup-jar is completely painted and does not seem 
to have a precise parallel. The foot can be compared to 
that of the stirrup-jar from the grave SM 127°. 


The shape of the amphoriskos is similar to the one from 
the tomb SM 15*°8, while the decoration has a parallel in 
the one of the amphoriskoi from the graves SM 27 and 
SM 130°. 


The belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar with lid 
(Inv. 420) has been dated to the Submycenaean period by 
Kraiker, Desborough and Kourou*”, while Ruppenstein*”’ 
considers it Late Helladic II] C Late. Mountjoy at first, 
from a stylistic point of view, places it in the Late 


36 Kerameikos I, 75. 

36 Desborough 1952, 7; Mountjoy 1999, 627-628. 

364 Kerameikos XVIII, 125. 

365 Furumark 1972. 

36 Styrenius 1962, pl. 5; Mountjoy 1999, 629-630 no. 634. 

367 Kerameikos XVIII, 87-88. 

368 Kerameikos I, pl. 17. 

36 Kerameikos I, pl. 16; Kerameikos XVIII, 60. 

3” Kerameikos I, 69; Desborough 1952, 20; Kourou 2002, 74-75. 
371 Ruppenstein 2003, 185; Kerameikos XVIII, 117. 
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Helladic III C Late, but later she inserts it among the 
Submycenaean vessels*”. The shape derives from 
earlier vases and it is similar to some pots from Perati, 
as also Ruppenstein states. However the decoration on 
the shoulder made of hand-drawn concentric arcs with a 
central filling does not have precise comparisons with the 
ones from Perati. The arcs with central filling are attested, 
e.g., on some Late Helladic HI C Late stirrup-jars*”, but 
their position on the collar-necked jar recalls the groups 
of concentric semicircles on the shoulder of the later 
Protogeometric amphorae. Even if this vessel shows 
Late Helladic III C Late features, it seems to anticipate a 
decorative scheme typical of the later phases and a dating 
to the Submycenaean period cannot be excluded. 


Chronology: Submycenaean 


No. 3 — Tomb SM 127 (Plate 47) 


The shoulder-handled amphora (Inv. 3878) has a parallel 
with the amphoriskoi from the graves SM 62 and SM 
19 for the position of the handles and partly for the 
decoration; Mountjoy dates them to the Late Helladic 
Ill C Late, while according to Ruppenstein they can 
be considered Submycenaean, but deriving from a 
Mycenaean tradition®”. 


The stirrup-jar Inv. 3879 has cross-hatched triangles on 
the shoulder as the one from the grave SM 45; the other 
specimen (Inv. 3880) has parallels with vessels of the Late 
Helladic HI C Late period*”. 


The lekythos Inv. 3881 is certainly Submycenaean, while 
the one Inv. 3882 has a decorative scheme deriving from 
the Mycenaean tradition’’*; the vessel can be considered 
probably later than Late Helladic III C Late. 


The cup (Inv. 3883) can be considered Submycenaean?”’. 
Chronology: Submycenaean 


No. 4— Tomb SM 56 (Plate 45) 


The amphora Inv. 422 is the only object found in the 
grave. Its shape does not have comparisons with any 
other amphora and the decoration is made of horizontal 
lines and bands. According to Kraiker, Desborough and 
Ruppenstein the vessel belongs to the Submycenaean 
period’. The decorative pattern seems to anticipate 
the scheme that one finds on the Transitional and 
Protogeometric vases, even if it is not exactly the same; a 
dating to the Submycenaean period is plausible. 


Chronology: Submycenaean 


3 Mountjoy 1986, 196-197; Mountjoy 1999, 627. 

373 Mountjoy 1999, 615 no. 560, 617 no. 564. 

37 Mountjoy 1988, 1-33; Kerameikos XVIII, 153. 

375 Kerameikos XVIII, 74-75, 79. 

3% Tbid., 48, 50, 51, 58. 

377 Thid., 127-128. 

378 Kerameikos I, 75; Desborough 1952, 7; Kerameikos XVIII, 124-125. 


No. 5 — Tomb SM 75 (Plate 46) 


The amphora Inv. 519 has a less globular shape when 
compared to the ones seen above, but it equally has no 
parallels with any other vessels. The two symmetrical “S” 
motifs below the handles derive from the FM 50 pattern*”, 
but in this case they are wider. It is possible to compare 
them with the decoration of the oinochoe Inv. P7234 from 
the Agora**°, which belongs to the Submycenaean period, 
and with the motif on the later amphorae Inv. EPK550 
from Erechtheion Street**' and Inv. P 30196 from the 
Agora tomb 65°*, that however is smaller. 


The lekythos Inv. 520 seems to have no precise comparisons, 
while the one Inv. 521 has a decoration with triangles on 
the shoulder which has a parallel with the lekythoi from 
the tombs SM 1 and SM 76, even if in this case the centre 
is filled, and with the one from the grave SM 146, but in 
this case the lines of the triangles do not overlap**. 


Chronology: Submycenaean 


No. 6 — Tomb SM 126 (Plate 47) 


The amphora belongs to the same type as the one from 
the grave SM 146; however, the size and the shape of 
the neck differ significantly. The decorative pattern has 
no precise parallels, but the horizontal series of points 
at the base of the neck can be compared both with an 
amphoriskos from Salamis (Inv. 3633), as can the wiggly 
line on the belly***, and with another amphoriskos from 
the grave 55 of Syntagma metro station (Inv. A 15838)°*. 


The decoration of the oinochoe Inv. 3874 can be compared 
with the one of the oinochoe from the tomb 126 of 
Syntagma metro station (Inv. A 15146)**°, and with the one 
of a hydria from Salamis**’; in both cases, however, there 


are some variations and the correspondence is not perfect. 


The oinochoe Inv. 3875 has parallels with several similar 
objects from the Kerameikos, and in particular with the one 
from the grave SM 140, that belongs to the Submycenaean 
period***. 


The lekythos Inv. 3877 belongs to a type that is quite 
common during the Submycenaean period; parallels exist 
for example in the graves SM 47, SM 48 and SM 70°*°. 


The lekythos Inv. 3876 has groups of hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles on the shoulder and a dark-ground 
decoration: it looks different from the other vessels found 
into the burial. A comparison can be find with one of 


37 Furumark 1972, 362-366. 

389 Mountjoy 1999, 629-630 no. 635; Agora XXXVI, 292. 
381 Brouskari 1980, 24, pl. 4d. 

38 Agora XXXVI, 433-434. 

383 Kerameikos XVIII, 54. 

384 Styrenius 1962, pl. 7; Mountjoy 1999, 626-627 no. 618. 
385 TlapAapd 2000a, 163-164 no. 130. 

386 TlapAapd 2000b, 163 no. 129; Kerameikos XVIII, 104. 
387 Styrenius 1962, pl. 1; Mountjoy 1988, 21, fig. 18. 

388 Kerameikos XVIII, 104. 

389 Kerameikos I, 25-26, 33-35, pl. 12; Kerameikos XVIII, 51, 58. 


the lekythoi from the tomb SM 112, that however has 
its semicircles drawn with the compass*”. Its shape is 
ovoid but the foot is still quite low, different from the 
high and conical one typical of the phases following the 
Submycenaean. 


Chronology: Submycenaean 


No. 7 — Tomb SM 71 (Plate 45) 


The amphoriskos Inv. 487 is the only item found in the 
grave. The surface, badly worn and heavily restored, 
makes a comparison difficult. Probably it belongs to the 
Submycenaean period*"'. 


Chronology: Submycenaean 


No. 8 — Tomb PG 24 (Plate 59) 


The only vessel in the grave is the belly-handled amphora 
/ collar-necked jar Inv. 920. Kiibler sees it as close to 
the amphorae from the graves PG 13 and PG 14%”. 
According to Desborough, it is the most ancient among 
the Transitional amphorae, with which dating Mountjoy 
and Ruppenstein agree***. Kourou at first places the vase 
among the Submycenaean contexts, but then dates it to 
the Transitional phase*”*. 


The shape of this vessel is very similar to the one from 
the tomb SM 33 and it can be considered Submycenaean. 
The decorative pattern has a parallel with that on a 
collar-necked jar from Perati (Inv. 635), even if without 
the wiggly line on the belly; this motif can be found 
on a vessel from Mycenae (Inv. 2609): both the vases 
belong to the Late Helladic III C Late**’. The wiggly line 
is also a Submycenaean motif and it recurs, e.g. on the 
amphora from the tombs SM 67 and SM 126, and on 
an amphoriskos from Salamis (Inv. 3637)**°. The collar- 
necked jar Inv. 920 can be considered Submycenaean, 
since the decorative scheme is consistent with this period 
and the shape disappears from later contexts. 


The dating of the bronze shield boss (Inv. M 49) is difficult 
to establish. 


The type of grave, a trench-and-hole cremation with 
the remains of the pyre in the upper trench, is unusual 
in the Submycenaean period; it probably belongs to 
the Transitional phase, even if the amphora shows 
Submycenaean features. 


Chronology: Transitional 


3 Kerameikos I, 49, pl. 14; it has been inserted by Ruppenstein in his 
“Gruppe 3” (Kerameikos XVIII, 53-54, 58). 

3°! Kerameikos I, 76; Desborough 1952, 7; Mountjoy 1999, 627-628. 

3 The author dates them to the Early Protogeometric (Friihstufe), 
Kerameikos IV, 14, 22. 

33 Desborough 1952, 21; Mountjoy 1999, 627; Kerameikos XVIII, 
117-118. 

394 Kourou 2002, 74-75. 

3° Mountjoy 1986, 184 no. 237-238. 

3°6 Mountjoy 1999, 626-627 no. 617. 
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No. 9— Tomb SM 145 (Plate 47) 


The amphora Inv. 8954 has a less globular shape when 
compared to the previous ones, but it is not yet ovoid; it 
belongs to the Transitional period. 


The skyphos (Inv. 8955) is completely painted, except for 
the lower part of the body and the foot; similar vessels can 
be dated to the Late Helladic III C Late and Submycenaean 
periods*”’. 


The other vessels are very fragmentary; one of the 
fragments, belonging toa lekythos, has groups of concentric 
semicircles with marginal dots, and is comparable with 
some specimens from the tomb SM 146. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 10 — Tomb SM 146 (Plate 48) 


According to Ruppenstein*® the grave dates to the 
Transitional period, and the objects found in it seem to 
agree with this dating; I list below the main ones. 


The amphora Inv. 9045 belongs to the same type of the one 
from the tomb SM 126; however, the size is bigger and 
the neck cylindrical with a flat projecting lip, that appears 
to be not yet as developed as in the Protogeometric 
period. The vessel has two mastoi, typical elements of the 
Submycenaean period, while the wavy line on the belly 
is common during the Protogeometric phase: it can be 
credibly dated to the Transitional stage. 


We can find a likeness between the decoration on the 
shoulder of the lekythos Inv. 9055 and the one on the 
lekythos Inv. 521 from the grave SM 75%”, even if it is not 
exactly the same. 


The lekythos Inv. 9094 has groups of concentric semicircles 
with marginal dots and a single dot at the centre, similar to 
the one of the grave SM 92*” and the one Inv. A 15834 from 
the excavations of Syntagma metro station*”’. The same 
decorative motif appears also on the two amphoriskoi (Inv. 
9050, 9051) and the two cylindrical lekythoi (Inv. 9047, 
9048) found in the grave, in all probability coeval. 


The skyphos (Inv. 9022) can be compared to the one from 
the grave PG A, dated to the Transitional period*”. 


The krater Inv. 9046 recalls the one of the tomb PG | in 
the shape and the skyphos from PG 13 for the chequered 
panel, although there do not seem to be exact parallels*™. 


37 Kerameikos XVIII, 91-94; see also Kerameikos I, pl. 23. 

398 Kerameikos XVIII, 30-35. 

3° Kerameikos I, 36, pl. 15. 

409 Kerameikos I, 42-43, pl. 13. 

4°! TlapAapd 2000a, 164-165 no. 132; it is dated to the late 11 century 
B.C., but in my opinion it can be dated earlier, to the Transitional phase. 
4 Both have been placed by Ruppenstein in the “Gruppe 2” (Kerameikos 
XVIII, 95). 

43 Kerameikos XVIII, 132; according to Bohen it dates to the 
Submycenaean (Bohen 2017, 194). 
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The fragment of krater Inv. 9054 is characterised by a 
punctured decoration, and according to Bohen it dates 
back to the Submycenaean™, 


The ring flask (Inv. 9052) and the bird askos (Inv. 9053) 
are both Transitional items with Cypriot influences*”. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 11 — Tomb PG A (Plate 49) 


The amphorae Inv. 522 and 523 have been dated both to the 
Transitional* and to the Early Protogeometric*”’ periods. 
The former (Inv. 522) has still a globular-ovoid body and 
belongs to a type of the Transitional phase. The latter 
(Inv. 523) does not belong to any of the types which have 
been identified within the Kerameikos site, and has been 
probably influenced by Cypriot models*”’. The hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles, the dark-ground decoration and 
especially the decorative motifs which cover all the vessel 
recall the “Wild Style” typical of the transition between 
the Submycenaean and the Protogeometric period*”. The 
dogtooth frieze finds a comparison with the one on the 
lekythos and the rectangular chest from the tomb PG 22, 
both Transitional*!®. A similar, but not identical, decoration 
can be found on a fragment of an amphora from the 
Acropolis dated to the Transitional phase*!!. The shape of 
the amphora can be compared with a vessel Inv. G 40 from 
Keos, dated to the 11" century B.C.*”, and with the amphora 
Inv. 18042, which dates back to the Submycenaean period 
and presents a slightly different neck and handles*”?. 


The skyphos Inv. 525 has a parallel in the shape and partly in 
the decoration with the one from the grave SM 14644. One 
can find a further comparison in the skyphos from Kalapodi 
published by Lis*!*, who considers the type to have existed 
since the Transitional period, but is willing to consider an 
Early Protogeometric date for this example. Excluding 
the foot, which is not preserved in the vessels used for the 
comparisons, the shape of the skyphos is very similar to 
one of the others, and the two groups of concentric circles 
are quite similar as well; in the vase from PG A there is also 
an “X” between the concentric circles, which has a parallel 
with an amphora from the grave 1974/3 from Tiryns"’®. 


The lekythoi from PG A belong to a quite common type at 
Athens: Ruppenstein includes them in his “Gruppe 3°”, 


404 Bohen 2017, 195. 

45 Ruppenstein 2009, 330-331 and bibliography; Wilde 2019, 65-88 and 
bibliography. 

406 Kerameikos I, 140-141; Desborough 1952, 7, 40-41; Kerameikos 
XVIII, 123, 146. 

407 Lemos 2002, fig. 6.1-2; Kourou 2002, 63. 

408 Demetriou 1989, 7. 

4° Desborough 1952, 4. 

410 Thid., 41. 

4"! GauB and Ruppenstein 1998, 27, pl. 2.2. 

42 Canciani 1966, 32-33, pl. 100. 

413 Kourou 2002, 63-64, pl. 74. 

414 Kerameikos XVIII, 95. 

415 Lis 2009, 228 pl. 4.8. 

416 Lemos 2002, fig. 20.1. 

417 Kerameikos XVIII, 53-56. 


dated to the Transitional, and previously also Desborough 
dated them to the same period*"*. 


The jug Inv. 524 seems to be without parallels*!’; the 
groups of five concentric circles on the shoulder recall the 
ones on the skyphos Inv. 525 and on the amphora Inv. 522, 
in both cases five in number. 


All the pottery from this double grave seems to be 
consistent, showing characteristics belonging to the 
transition between the Submycenaean and the Early 
Protogeometric period. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 12 — Tomb PG B (Plate 50) 


The only vessel in this burial is the amphora Inv. 529, 
dated by different scholars to the Transitional*”? and to 
the Early Protogeometric period*’’. Its globular shape is 
more typical of the Transitional period and the neck is 
shorter than the one of the amphorae from the graves PG 
14 or hS 101, so probably the vase is earlier than them. 


The dagger and the spearhead are similar to the ones from 
the tomb PG A*”. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 13 — Tomb PG 14 (Plate 55) 


The amphora Inv. 562 has been dated to the Transitional*”* 
and to the Early Protogeometric periods**. The shape, 
being still globular, is earlier than the more ovoid one 
of the Protogeometric period. Moreover, it should be 
observed that the groups of semicircles on the shoulder, 
typical of the Protogeometric, are absent. 


The small belly-handled amphora Inv. 751 is very 
fragmentary, but the wiggly line on the belly is typical of 
the Submycenaean and Transitional periods. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 14— Tomb hS 74 (Plate 71) 


The image of the amphora is not published. The lekythos 
is similar to the ones from the grave PG A. 


The burial can be dated to the Transitional period as 
proposed by Ruppenstein**, rather than to the Early 


Protogeometric stage*”’. 


Chronology: Transitional 


418 Desborough 1952, 69-70. 

419 Kerameikos XVIII, 106-107. 

#0 Kerameikos I, 140-142; Desborough 1952, 21. 

#1 Lemos 2002, fig. 1.1; Kourou 2002, 75. 

2 The weapons from these burials have been re-examined and will be 
published in a monograph by A. M. D’Onofrio. 

#3 Kerameikos I, 206; Desborough 1952, 21. 

#4 Kourou 2002, 75. 

#5 Kerameikos XVIII, tab. 40a. 

#6 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 6. 


No. 15 — Tomb hS 76 (Plate 71) 


The amphora Inv. 3701 belongs to a Transitional type, 
as the one Inv. 522 from the grave PG A. A parallel can 
be found in a vessel (Inv. P 30196) from the Agora grave 
1 5:1, dated to the same period*”’. A further comparison 
comes from Kriezi Street: the amphora from the 
tomb LXX has a similar decorative scheme, with two 
antithetical hooks under the handles, but in this case the 
circles on the shoulder are absent*”®. 


The skyphos does not have exact comparisons; it recalls 
the one from the grave SM 1*°, that however is earlier. 

A dating to the Transitional period seems more plausible 
than to the Early Protogeometric*”. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 16 — Tomb SM 118 (Plate 46) 


The amphora Inv. 3037 belongs to a type that includes 
almost all vessels belonging to the Protogeometric 
period. The amphora, however, shows still Transitional 
features in the decoration**'. The zigzag on the shoulder 
recalls the motif on the amphora from the tomb PG B. 


The skyphos is fragmentary and has a dogtooth frieze. The 
decorative motif can be compared with that of the skyphos 
from the grave A of Erechtheion Street*” or with the one 
of the skyphos Inv. 2014 from the tomb PG 40*°; in both 
cases however the vessels are later according to their shape 
as their foot is higher*’. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 17 — Tomb PG | (Plate 51) 


The small shoulder-handled amphora Inv. 531 has been 
dated by different scholars to the Submycenaean*®, 
Transitional**® and Early Protogeometric*’ periods. 
The vessel does not have exact comparisons. The 
shape of the body belongs to the same type as the one 
of the amphora Inv. 2131, but this latter is later. The 
decoration on the shoulder, made by groups of hand- 
drawn concentric semicircles with central filling and 
marginal dots, is known in the Submycenaean period, 
e.g. on the lekythos from the tomb SM 49*8. It has also 
a parallel with a lekythos brought to light in Argos: 
this vessel has been dated to the Submycenaean period 
and was found together with an Attic Protogeometric 


#7 Agora XXXVI, 433-434. 

#8 AdeEavdpr 1967, 93, pl. 85 a. 

#9 Kerameikos I, 11-12, pl. 23. 

40 Kerameikos XVIII, tab. 40a; Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 6. 

4! Ruppenstein inserts it in the “Gruppe 2” and dates it to the transitional 
phase between the Submycenaean and the Protogeometric (Kerameikos 
XVII, 114). 

42 Brouskari 1980, 19-20, pl. 3b. 

433 Kerameikos IV, 41. 

44 For a further analysis of the skyphos see Kerameikos XVIII, 97. 

435 Kourou 2002, 67. 

436 Desborough 1952, 37. 

87 Lemos 2002, fig. 2.2. 

48 Kerameikos I, 60-61, pl. 12. 
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amphora-urn*”. In my opinion, this lekythos can be 


considered an Attic import and a dating to the Transitional 
period cannot be excluded. One can find groups of hand- 
drawn concentric semicircles with marginal dots, but 
without a central filling, on some vessels from the graves 
SM 145 and SM 146, belonging to the Transitional phase. 
For the hand-drawn groups of semicircles with central 
filling, but without marginal dots, they are attested on the 
amphorae from tombs hS 101, PG 3 and PG A (in this last 
case they are less flattened), all Transitional”. 


The multiple vase composed by the belly-handled 
amphoriskoi Inv. 539 A-B is considered Transitional by 
Ruppenstein“’'; it can be compared in its shape and partly 
the decoration with a similar vessel from the tomb S 16 of 
the Skoubris necropolis in Lefkandi*”’. This example has 
been dated to the Early Protogeometric, but according to 
the authors it seems still Submycenaean in style*?; given 
the merging between the characteristics of the two periods, 
a dating to the Transitional stage seems plausible. Kourou 
states that miniature vases, also linked together as multiple 
vessels, are a common offering in the Early Iron Age child 
graves“. They are often associated with one or more 
amphoriskoi, presumably employed for rituals in which 
liquids were used for libations”. It is worth noting that in 
this grave there is a combination of a multiple vessel and 


a small amphora. 


Moreover, in the description of the pottery from the 
Lefkandi burials, it is said that the only three stirrup- 
jars that have been found are always associated with a 
multiple vase of the belly-handled amphoriskoi type“; 
this constitutes a further analogy with the tomb PG 1, 
because we have two stirrup-jars from this grave. The 
one Inv. 534 is considered by Desborough Late Helladic 
Ill C in style*”’, and it is dated to Late Helladic III A2 by 
Mountjoy*® (ca. 1390/1375 — 1330/1290 B.C.)*°: this 
type of vessel, wide spread in Attica, has a globular shape 
and is often decorated with versions of multiple stem*”. 
It can be compared with a stirrup-jar from Enkomi tomb 
94 (Inv. A1583)**! which is coeval, and to a degree with a 
vessel from Mycenae (Inv. 2669)*”. 


8° Thitepdc 1998, 114, pl. 64 «. 

“9 Worth noting, but not helpful for the dating, is the presence of groups 
of concentric semicircles with central filling and marginal dots also 
during the Protogeometric period, on the neck-handled amphora Inv. 
1071 from the tomb PG 34; in this case they are compass-drawn. 

“41 Kerameikos XVIII, 166. On the multiple vases see: Bouzek 1997, 133 
and Kourou 2007, 62-76. 

42 Lefkandi I, 114, pl. 96. 

“8 Tbid., 312. 

“4 Kourou 2007, 62. 

#45 Tbid., 74; according to the author, this unusual set of vessels was 
reserved only for some child burials, and in the case of Lefkandi the 
tombs containing multiple vases and amphoriskoi were mainly located in 
the same burial plot, the Skoubris cemetery. 

“6 Lefkandi I, 312-313. 

47 Desborough 1952, 118. 

“48 Mountjoy 1988, 5-6, fig. 3; Mountjoy 1999, 529 no. 151. 

49 Wiener 2003, 239-250. 

450 Mountjoy 1999, 530. 

45! Karageorghis 1963, 25, pl. 21.1. 

452 Mountjoy 1999, 123 no. 189. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


The other stirrup-jar (Inv. 537) does not have exact 
comparisons, but the decoration finds a parallel with that 
on a stirrup-jar from Salamis (Inv. 3610)**. 


The pilgrim flask Inv. 536 can be compared for its shape 
with similar vessels from Cyprus, but their ordinary 
decoration is composed of bands and concentric circles 
or Maltese crosses, while in the case of the vessel from 
tomb PG | there are concentric chevrons. Demetriou dates 
back this example at the beginning of the Protogeometric 
phase*™; Ruppenstein finds a parallel with the decoration 
of a flask from Alaas (Cyprus), dating the vase to the 
Transitional period*®. 

The askos Inv. 535 seems to have no parallels in Athens*°; 
according to Demetriou and Lemos it dates to the Early 
Protogeometric period*’. The absence of comparisons 
makes it difficult to establish a precise dating: the presence 
of compass-drawn semicircles could validate a dating to 
the Early Protogeometric phase, but one cannot exclude its 
belonging to the Transitional period, since the use of the 
compass is attested also during this stage (e.g. the amphora 
Inv. 2733 from the Kerameikos grave hS 101). 


The pyxis Inv. 533 has been dated by Bohen to between 
1050 and 1000 B.C.** According to Ruppenstein, the 
cylindrical pyxides from the Kerameikos are Transitional, 
and Demetriou agrees with the same dating*”’. 


The krateriskos Inv. 532 is dated to the Transitional 
phase by Ruppenstein*®°. The double-arched handles and 
the swelling on the foot recall the krater from the grave 
SM 146, even if their shapes do not match exactly. The 
decoration has a parallel with some fragments from the 
Kolonos Agoraios (Inv. P 8139), that however have been 
dated by Papadopoulos to the Late Helladic III C Late or 
Submycenaean periods**'. 


The two lekythoi (Inv. 538, 542) are Transitional according 
to Desborough*”; the one Inv. 538 has been included by 
Ruppenstein in his “Gruppe 34°. 


Finally, the handmade jug Inv. 541, with a neck poorly 
distinguished from the body, can be dated between 
Submycenaean and Early Protogeometric periods. 


This burial differs from the majority of the other 
contemporary graves in the ritual, namely a cremation 
without an urn. The set composed of amphoriskos (in this 


43 Styrenius 1962, pl. 2. 

454 Demetriou 1989, 40. 

45 Kerameikos XVII, 145; Karageorghis 1975, pl. XV, LX. 
456 Kerameikos XVIII, 136. 

457 Demetriou 1989, 50; Lemos 2002, 82. 

458 Kerameikos XIII, 78, no. 3. 

459 Kerameikos XVIII, 155-156; Demetriou 1989, 37-38. 
469 Kerameikos XVIII, 131—135. 

4! Agora XXXVI, 391-393. 

4©2 Desborough 1952, 69. 

463 Kerameikos XVIII, 53-56. 

464 See also Reber 1991, 23. 


case a small amphora) and multiple vase is, according to 
Kourou, reserved for some child burials; in addition to 
this, in Lefkandi the rare stirrup-jars are accompanied by 
a multiple vase of the belly-handled amphoriskoi type, as 
in the case of this burial. Moreover, the grave contains 
some objects deriving from Cypriot models (flask and 
askos), even if they appear Athenian in style; according to 
J. Wilde, Cypro-inspired pottery is “predominantly or even 
exclusively deposited with female burials [...], as well as 
child burials’*®. 


A further proof of the uniqueness of this tomb is the 
presence of a stirrup-jar (Inv. 534) dating back to Late 
Helladic II] A2, around three centuries earlier than the 
grave. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 18 — Tomb PG 3 (Plate 51) 


The amphora Inv. 530 is the only vessel useful for 
dating the grave, since there are no images of the 
base of vessel, perhaps a krater, used to close it. The 
amphora has been dated by Mountjoy to the end of the 
Submycenaean period*®, while according to Kraiker 
and Ktbler, Desborough, Kourou, it dates back to 
the Early Protogeometric phase*’. The dating to the 
Transitional period proposed by Ruppenstein*® seems 
the most appropriate: the groups of semicircles on the 
shoulder are still hand-drawn and the shape of the body 
is less globular than the Submycenaean examples, but 
it is not yet ovoid as in the Protogeometric vessels; 
moreover, it belongs to a type that includes Transitional 
vessels. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 19 — Tomb hS 101 (Plate 71) 


The only vessel found in the grave is the amphora 
Inv. 2733. The shape, globular but less so than the 
Submycenaean examples, is similar to the one of some 
other Transitional vessels*”. The decoration deserves 
particular attention: on the shoulder there are hand-drawn 
concentric semicircles with central filling, similar to the 
ones of the small amphora from the tomb PG 1 (without 
marginal dots), or of the amphora from the tomb PG 3 
(in this case they are less flattened), that can both be said 
to belong to the Transitional period, even if such motifs 
are attested also on some Submycenaean vessels*”. On 
the belly, however, there is a row of compass-drawn 
circles, such as one usually finds in the Protogeometric 
period. Also the handles present a double decoration: 
they are barred, as in the case of the Submycenaean 


465 Wilde 2019, 78. 

466 Mountjoy 1986, 196, no. 259. 

4°7 Kerameikos I, 144-145; Kerameikos IV, 23; Desborough 1952, 22; 
Kourou 2002, 75. 

468 Kerameikos XVIII, 109. 

46° The amphorae from the tombs SM 145, PG 3 and PG 13. 

4 E.g. on the stirrup-jar from the grave SM 19 or on the lekythoi from 
the grave SM 84 (Kerameikos I, pl. 9, 13). 


and Transitional amphorae, with a stripe along the 
outer surface, as for the Protogeometric examples. The 
coexistence of decorative motifs typical of different 
periods is indicative of a phase of experimentation, to 
which this vessel belongs. Schlérb Vierneisel proposes 
a dating to the Early Protogeometric period*’', while 
according to Ruppenstein it belongs to passage between 
the Transitional and the Early Protogeometric stage*”. 
Since the shape is not yet ovoid as in the Protogeometric 
phase, I propose a dating to the end of the Transitional 
period. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 20 — Tomb hS 92a (Plate 71) 


The only vessel in the grave is the amphora-urn (Inv. 
n.d.). Its shape shows unique characteristics, as in the 
handles attached on the neck just below the rim and the 
presence of a mastos; the decoration recalls the “Wild 
Style’. The dating to the Transitional period proposed 
by Ruppenstein is more plausible than the chronology 
given by Schlérb Vierneisel to the Early or Middle 
Protogeometric*”*. 


The two iron pins with ivory heads (Inv. n.d.) do not seem 
to have precise comparisons. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 21 — Tomb PG 22 (Plate 59) 


The small belly-handled amphora Inv. 923 recalls the 
decoration of some Submycenaean amphoriskoi*” and of 
the Transitional amphora Inv. 8954; the shape of the body 
can be sought in the group of Transitional amphorae. 


The other vessels from this grave seem chronologically 
coherent and belong to the Transitional period. The 
lekythos (Inv. 921)‘ and the stirrup-jar (inv. 922)*7 
have no exact parallels and both are decorated in the 
“Wild Style”: the decorative motifs recall the ones of the 
Submycenaean phase, but their body shape, being more 
ovoid, anticipates that of the Protogeometric vases. The 
rectangular chest with lid (Inv. 924) has a parallel in the 
one from the grave PG 13: both are Transitional*”*. 


The gold spirals, most likely hair spirals, have been found 
in some graves of Salamis and Athens and are attested 


from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric periods*”. 


Chronology: Transitional 


471 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 5. 

42 Kerameikos XVIII, 110. 

43 Desborough 1952, 4. 

474 Kerameikos XVIII, tab. 40a; Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 7. 

45 Kerameikos I, pl. 16. 

46 Desborough 1952, 71. 

47 Tbid., 118. 

48 Demetriou 1989, 36. The dating of the grave to the Early 
Protogeometric period as proposed by Lemos (2002, fig. 3) seems too 
late; on the chests see also Wilde 2019, 65-88. 

4” Agora XXXVI, 904 and note 23 for bibliography. 
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No. 22 — Tomb PG 13 (Plate 55) 


The amphora Inv. 563 has, according to Desborough, a 
decoration showing Protogeometric characteristics, that 
however has been made with a thick brush typical of the 
Transitional period**’. The shape of the body places the 
amphora in a group with other Transitional vessels**': it 
is less globular than the Submycenaean examples, but not 
yet ovoid as in the Protogeometric period. The decoration 
is characterized by groups of concentric circles on the 
shoulder, that finds no comparisons with the other belly- 
handled amphorae. One can come across a parallel with 
the decoration on the neck-handled amphora Inv. 522 
(tomb PG A): in both cases the circles are five and they 
alternate with groups of languettes. 


The skyphos Inv. 770 is considered in the “Wild Style” by 
Desborough**’, while it is dated to the Late Helladic III C 
Late by Mountjoy, who considers its decoration quite rare 
and with parallels with two kraters from Messenia**. Its 
decoration recalls the one of the Submycenaean skyphos 
from Erechtheion Street tomb Z (Inv. EPK 543)***. 


The rectangular chest (Inv. 771) can be considered 
Transitional, with a production limited in time and 
probably influenced by Cypriot models, as for the one Inv. 
924 (tomb PG 22)**>; there are also fragments of a second 
chest (Inv. 772). 


The askos Inv. 774 is very fragmentary and its decoration 
is different from the one found in the grave PG 1; it belongs 
to the shapes deriving from Cypriot models***. 


The stirrup-jar Inv. 564 is considered by Desborough 
the only example of an Attic stirrup-jar made in a 
Protogeometric manner*’’; according to Mountjoy, 
however, it belongs to the transition between very late 
Submycenaean and Protogeometric***. This would be the 
latest vase of the tomb, that can be probably dated to the 
end of the Transitional period. 


Chronology: Transitional 


No. 23 — Tomb PG 4 (Plate 52) 


The shape of the amphora Inv. 549 does not match 
exactly with any of the recognized types. The decorative 
scheme is Protogeometric, but the groups of semicircles 
with central filling on the shoulder are still hand-drawn, 
a characteristic of the previous periods. It can be dated to 
the Transitional phase. 


489 Desborough 1952, 21—22; according to Ktibler, rather, the grave dates 
back to the beginning of the Protogeometric period (Kerameikos I, 202). 
48! The amphorae from the tombs SM 145, PG 3 and hS 101. 

482 Desborough 1952, 78. 

483 Mountjoy 1999, 623-624, no. 595. 

484 Brouskari 1980, 22-23, pl. 3e; Kerameikos XVIII, 97-98. 

485 Demetriou 1989, 36; Ruppenstein 2009, 331; Kerameikos XVIII, 
158-159; Wilde 2019, 65-88. 

486 Ruppenstein 2009, 330-331; Wilde 2019, 65-88. 

487 Desborough 1952, 118. 

488 Mountjoy 1999, 631. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


The fragments of amphora Inv. 598 belong probably to 
the latest vessel in the grave. On the shoulder there are 
groups of concentric semicircles with central filling, while 
on the belly groups of concentric circles with central 
filling: in both cases they are drawn with the help of a 
compass. They can be compared with the decoration of the 
amphorae from graves PG 5 and PG 12 and belong to the 
Early Protogeometric period*”. 


The shape of the amphoriskos Inv. 550 does not have 
exact parallels; the horizontal zigzag on the shoulder can 
be compared to the one on the fragmentary amphora Inv. 
598 from this tomb. 


The two clay tripod cauldrons (Inv. 554, 555) do not find 
comparisons, but their decoration is Transitional in style. 


The oinochoe Inv. 522 is certainly Transitional, since it is 
decorated in the “Wild Style’, together with the bowl or 
skyphos Inv. 553*!. Whilst it recalls the decorative pattern 
of later skyphoi*”’, it has earlier characteristics, such as the 
flaring lip and the low foot. 


The other oinochoe (Inv. 765) is very fragmentary; 
according to Desborough, it belongs to the Transitional 
period*?. However, the groups of compass-drawn 
semicircles with central filling on the shoulder appear 
more Protogeometric in style, being like the ones on the 
amphora Inv. 598 previously described. It is possible to 
find a more precise parallel with the decoration of the 
oinochoe Inv. EPK 547 (Erechtheion Street tomb H), 
dated to the Early Protogeometric stage”; the association 
of the compass-drawn semicircles with central filling and 
languettes is not a perquisite of the Transitional period, as 
also the amphora from the later grave PG 15 shows. 


According to Desborough, the lekythos (Inv. 551) is still 
Transitional’, but the presence of groups of compass- 
drawn semicircles on the shoulder suggests a later 
chronology, apparently to the first years of the Early 
Protogeometric period. 


Despite the presence of some vessels dating to the 
Transitional period, like the amphora Inv. 549 used as the 
um, the grave in my opinion can be considered later*”’. The 
groups of compass-drawn circles and semicircles on the 
fragmentary amphora Inv. 598, on the oinochoe Inv. 765 
and on the lekythos Inv. 551, show similarities with Early 
Protogeometric vessels. The burial provides an example 
of coexistence of different ceramic styles, in a phase still 


48° The same chronology is given also by Ruppenstein (Kerameikos 
XVIII, 115). 

4° Desborough 1952, 47-48. 

4! Tbid., 78-79. 

4 Eg. from grave PG 15 and PG 34. 

#3 Desborough 1952, 47-48. 

44 Brouskari 1980, 23-24, pl. 4b. 

#5 Desborough 1952, 70. 

#6 According to Kiibler, instead, the grave is Transitional (Kerameikos 
I, 215). 
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of experimentation: a dating to the very early stage of the 
Protogeometric period seems to be believable. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 24 — Tomb PG 11 (Plate 54) 


The only vessel found in the grave is the amphora Inv. 
589: its shape is deformed and it is not comparable with 
the identified types. The decoration is similar, but not 
identical, to that of the amphora Inv. 549 (tomb PG 4)*”; 
however in this case the groups of concentric semicircles 
are compass-drawn, so its dating can be considered 
slightly later. According to Kubler, it comes immediately 
before the amphora Inv. 544 (tomb PG 15)**. A further 
comparison is with the decoration of the amphora Inv. 
857, which however has an even later style. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 25 — Tomb PG 5 (Plate 53) 


The skyphos Inv. 597 has a quite unique decoration: 
sets of compass-drawn semicircles, two of which are 
vertically barred, on a dark ground; it has been defined by 
Desborough as “almost an example of wild style’. Also 
the flared lip indicates an early dating, to the Transitional 
or Early Protogeometric periods. 


The oinochoe Inv. 755 is considered by Desborough the 
earliest among the Protogeometric oinochoai*™”. 


The amphora Inv. 561 according to Desborough belongs 
to the Early Protogeometric*’. Kiibler considers it later 
than the amphora from the tomb PG 15 and puts the 
grave among the ones belonging to the transition between 
the Early and Middle Protogeometric*”’. The vessel has 
been dated to the Early/Middle Protogeometric also by 
Kourou, and to the Middle Protogeometric by Lemos™. 
The decoration with groups of concentric semicircles with 
central filling on the shoulder and groups of concentric 
circles on the belly recalls that of the amphora Inv. 569 
(tomb PG 12) and of Inv. EPK 546 (Erechtheion Street 
tomb H)™; the zigzag frieze on the shoulder is similar 
to the one on the amphora Inv. 756, from this tomb, and 
of the vessel Inv. 598 (tomb PG 4). In all these cases the 
comparisons belong to the Early Protogeometric. The 
barred handles, with a stripe along the outer surface, recall 
the ones of the Transitional amphora Inv. 2733 (tomb hS 
101). The shape of the body, ovoid but still dumpy, suggest 
a dating to the Early Protogeometric. 


The amphora Inv. 756 is very fragmentary and the complete 
shape and decoration cannot be reconstructed; the groups 


47 Desborough 1952, 23. 

48 Kerameikos I, 200. 

4° Desborough 1952, 79. 

5° Thid., 49. 

5°! Thid., 24. 

5° Kerameikos I, 197, 215; Kerameikos IV, 23. 
°° Kourou 2002, 78; Lemos 2002, fig. 21.1. 

° Brouskari 1980, 23-24, pl. 4a. 


of concentric circles on the belly are compatible with a 
dating to the Early Protogeometric. 


The handmade jug Inv. 754 has been considered Middle 
Protogeometric by Reber, but the neck is not clearly 
distinguished from the body and probably its dating is earlier. 


The gold spirals, probably hair spirals, are attested from 
the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric period™. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 26 — Tomb PG 12 (Plate 54) 


The amphora Inv. 569 has a shape which cannot be 
matched by any of the recognised types. According to 
Desborough, it belongs to the Transitional period*”’. 
The vessel has been dated to the Early Protogeometric 
by Kiibler, Kourou, Lemos and Ruppenstein**. Its 
decoration has no exact parallels, but the presence of 
groups of concentric semicircles with central filling 
on the shoulder and groups of concentric circles on the 
belly recalls that of the previously described amphora 
Inv. 561 (tomb PG 5). A further comparison for just 
the decoration on the lower part of the body and the 
presence of double handles comes from the fragmentary 
amphora Inv. P 6778 (Agora grave C 9:5)°*°. A dating 
to the Early Protogeometric period seems the most 
plausible. 


The lekythos Inv. 570 is characterized by a quite globular 
shape and presents groups of hand-drawn semicircles on 
the shoulder: it can be considered still Transitional*!°. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 27 — Tomb SM 119 (Plate 46) 


The amphora Inv. 9922 is very fragmentary; it seems to 
be similar to the one from graves PG 2 and PG 25°". 
In my opinion these two graves belong to the Early 
Protogeometric period, so the grave SM 119 can be dated 
to the same phase. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 28 — Tomb PG 2 (Plate 51) 


The amphora Inv. 556 is the only object found in the 
grave. Its decoration is similar to the Transitional 
amphora Inv. 522 (tomb PG A), but the shape of Inv. 
556 is slender and belongs to the earlier phase of the 
Protogeometric period*’*. A quite close parallel in style 


5°5 Reber 1991, 24. 

5% Agora XXXVI, 904 and note 23 for bibliography. 

5°? Desborough 1952, 21-22. 

5° Kerameikos I, 215; Kourou 2002, 78; Lemos 2002, fig. 5.7, 
Kerameikos XVIII, 115. 

5° Dated to the Early Protogeometric period; Agora XXXVI, 302-304. 
5!0 Desborough 1952, 70-71; Ruppenstein 2009, 332. 

5! Kerameikos XVIII, 12. 

5!2 Kerameikos I, 211, 215; according to Ruppenstein, it can be dated 
to the phase between the Transitional and the Early Protogeometric 
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and shape is the amphora from the tomb PG 25, while the 
vessel Inv. 591 found in the filling of the grave mound 
near the Sacred Way presents a similar decoration, but 
has a shape tapering in the lower part of the body, that 
looks later. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 29 — Tomb PG 25 (Plate 59) 


The amphora Inv. 915 can be compared to the one 
from grave PG 2, previously described. Its shape is 
Protogeometric, and its decoration seems to belong to the 
earlier phase of the period, due to the parallel offered by 
the Transitional vase Inv. 522 (tomb PG A)>”. 


The krater foot Inv. 916 is conical, but lower than the one 
from the later tomb PG 18: a dating to the Transitional or 
Early Protogeometric period is plausible**. 


As already said, golden spirals are attested from 
Submycenaean to Protogeometric period, so a more 
precise dating is difficult. 


Chronology: Early Protogeometric 


No. 30 — Tomb hS 117a (Plate 71) 


The amphora is the only vessel found in the grave. 
According to Schlérb Vierneisel, it dates back to the 
Middle or Late Protogeometric*'’. The shape of the vase 
is still quite globular, even if it does not fit in with any 
of the recognized types. Its decoration recalls that of the 
amphora from the tomb PG 15, which has been dated 
to the Early — Middle Protogeometric; a similar dating 
seems sensible here. 


Chronology: Early — Middle Protogeometric 


No. 31 — Tomb PG 15 (Plate 56) 


The amphora Inv. 544 is Protogeometric in shape. Its 
decorative pattern is similar to the one of the amphora 
Inv. 560 (tomb PG 18) or that of Inv. 857 (National 
Archaeological Museum of Athens), but the groups 
of concentric semicircles with central filling and 
languettes on the shoulder are characteristic of an 
early phase, so it can be dated to the Early or Middle 
Protogeometric*’®. 


(stufe IV-V, Kerameikos XVIII, tab. 40a); Coldstream (2010, 12) dates 
two similar amphorae to the Middle and Late Protogeometric, taking 
as reference an amphora from Lefkandi belonging to this later phase 
(Lefkandi II.1, 38-40). However, the decoration and the shape of the 
amphora from Lefkandi do not match exactly with the one from the 
Kerameikos. 

513 Kiibler, instead, dates it to the “Mittlestufe” (Kerameikos IV, 7, 13). 
>4 Bohen inserts it among the ones belonging the Transitional period 
(Bohen 2017, 132). 

515 Schlérb Vierneisel 1966, 7. 

>!6 According to Desborough (1952, 24) and Kourou (2002, 78), it belongs 
to the Early Protogeometric period, while it is Middle Protogeometric for 
Lemos (2002, fig. 22.1); for Kiibler, the grave belongs to the transition to 
the Middle Protogeometric, and the amphora is considered by him earlier 
than the one from the tomb PG 5 (Kerameikos I, 200, 215). 
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The oinochoe Inv. 545 recalls the one from the tomb PG 
34 in the presence of groups of concentric circles and 
languettes on the shoulder; however the former seems to 
be earlier, due to the light-ground decoration. 


The skyphos Inv. 547 presents groups of concentric 
circles, a decorative motif used also in the later phase of 
the Protogeometric period*'’. In this case, however, the 
prominent lip, the low foot and the lower part of the body 
unpainted allow a dating to an earlier phase*’*. 


The skyphos Inv. 546 has a comparison in the one from 
tomb PG 34, a burial considered by Desborough slightly 
later than tomb PG 15°”. 


The handmade jug Inv. 548 has been considered by Reber 
a Middle Protogeometric vessel’. 


Chronology: Early — Middle Protogeometric 


No. 32 — Tomb PG 6 (Plate 53) 


The amphora Inv. 565 is the only vessel found in the 
grave. According to Kiibler it belongs to a mature style, 
that can be identified with the Middle Protogeometric*”'; 
for Desborough, this is the oldest amphora belonging 
to his group A2°”. The shape is Protogeometric, ovoid 
but still a bit dumpy. The decoration presents some 
irregularities; the presence of groups of concentric 
semicircles with triangular filling on the shoulder is 
quite unusual. The semicircles with fillings different 
from the half-moon one are often attested during the 
Late Protogeometric period; in this case, however, its 
little and slender shape place this vessel among the ones 
belonging the Early — Middle Protogeometric phase. 
This dating is supported by the presence of triangular 
fillings on an amphoriskos and an oinochoe from the 
Agora grave Q 8:5 (Inv. P 23550, P 23551) and on an 
oinochoe from the Agora tomb Q 8:6 (Inv. P 23560), 
all belonging to the Early — Middle Protogeometric 
phase*’*. An amphora from Palaia Kokkina (Inv. 18475) 
can be compared to the one from tomb PG 6 for its shape 
and decoration: it has been dated by Kourou to the Early 
Protogeometric period™*. 


The iron sword is described as bent around the shoulder of 
the amphora, with the hilt in the urn, a practice known also 


from other Athenian graves>”. 


Chronology: Early — Middle Protogeometric 


5!7 E.g. a skyphos from the grave PG 48, or from the Agora tombs C 9:4 
and C 9:8 (Agora XXXVI, 335-336, 377-379). 

518 Desborough 1952, 81. 

5! Tbid., 87. 

520 Reber 1991, 24. 

521 “Reifer Stil”, Kerameikos I, 211-212, 215. 

>? Desborough 1952, 11. 

33 Agora XXXVI, 441-443, 445-448. 

524 Kourou 2002, 14. 

°°5 The weapons from these burials have been re-examined and will be 
published in a monograph by A. M. D’Onofrio. 
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No. 33 — Tomb PG 34 (Plate 63) 

The two amphorae Inv. 1069 and 1071 have a very similar 
shape, although with differences in foot and overall size; 
the decoration is different too, in one case light-ground 
and in the other dark-ground. The vessel Inv. 1069 has 
a decorative pattern similar to the one of the amphora 
Inv. 906 (tomb PG 31), even if the shape is slightly 
different, and the fragmentary ones Inv. 592 and 593. 
Kubler considers the amphora Inv. 1069 later than the 
one from the grave PG 6”, and I also find this sequence 
correct. The amphora Inv. 1071 does not have an exact 
comparison in the decorative pattern. The presence of 
two amphorae with a similar shape and belonging to 
the same type in the same tomb suggests that they are 
contemporary, despite the very different decoration. 
Their body, oval but not too tapered, and the handles 
attached on the neck but not too far from the lip, allow a 
dating to the Middle Protogeometric period. 


The amphora Inv. 1069 has an “X” motif on the neck*?’, 
similar to the one under the handle of the skyphos Inv. 
1072. This latter has a comparison in the skyphos from 
tomb PG 15, but it is considered slightly later°”*. 


Also the oinochoe Inv. 1070 has a parallel with the one 
from grave PG 15, since in both cases groups of circles are 
painted on the shoulder; the shape of the one from grave 
PG 34, however, is more ovoid and later>”’. 


Chronology: Middle Protogeometric 


No. 34 — Tomb PG 18 (Plate 57) 


The amphora Inv. 560 is Protogeometric in shape; its 
decoration can be compared to that of the amphorae Inv. 
544 (tomb PG 15) and Inv. 857 (National Archaeological 
Museum of Athens), and it is dated to the Middle 
Protogeometric by Kiibler, Desborough and Kourou>*’. 
The neck is high but not so concave as in the later vessels, 
while the decoration appears inaccurate in several points 
and the wavy lines on the belly are irregular. A dating to 
the Middle phase of the Protogeometric is plausible. 


The conical krater foot (Inv. 739) is, according to 
Desborough, later than the ones found in graves PG 3 and 
PG 25*!. It has been dated to the Middle Protogeometric 
by Bohen*”. 


The fragments Inv. 740 seem to belong to an oinochoe™. 
It has groups of concentric semicircles on the shoulder, 
with three reserved lines on a painted body. The decorative 
motifs on the shoulder recall the oinochoai from the later 


526 Kerameikos IV, 7. 

°°7 See section III.4. 

°°8 Desborough 1952, 87. 

2° Thid., 49; see also Kerameikos IV, 7. 

3° Kerameikos I, 206-207, 215; Kerameikos IV, 14, 23; Desborough 
1952, 24; Kourou 2002, 78. 

3! Desborough 1952, 95. 

532 Bohen 2017, 140. 

°33 According to Desborough (1952, 51), it is not “absolutely certain that 
these sherds belong to a trefoil-lipped oinochoe”. 


tomb PG 48; however in those cases the reserved line on 
the body is but single or is absent. One can find a parallel 
with the three reserved lines on the lower part of the 
body of the oinochoai Inv. P 23551, P 23560 and P 3169 
(respectively from the Agora tombs Q 8:5, Q 8:6 and E 
12:1), which date back to the Early — Middle and Middle 
— Late Protogeometric periods**; the decoration on the 
shoulder in all three cases is different. 


The fragmentary skyphos Inv. 741 has no exact 
comparisons. Its narrow zigzag recalls the one of the 
skyphos from grave PG 34, but the reserved panel is 
smaller and there is only one band below and above it®*. 


The remains of the handmade jug (Inv. 742) have been 
considered earlier that the vessel from tomb PG 31°. 


Chronology: Middle Protogeometric 


No. 35 — Tomb PG 10 (Plate 54) 


The small fragment of the neck of an amphora (Inv. 750) 
is not decorated and its dating is difficult to establish. 
The wall of the krater (Inv. 747) has been dated to the 
Middle Protogeometric by Bohen, who considers the jug 
belonging to the same period®’. 


Chronology: Middle Protogeometric 


No. 36 — Tomb PG 17 (Plate 57) 


The amphora Inv. 572 has an ovoid and fully 
Protogeometric shape. The decoration is similar to the 
ones Inv. 557 and 594, found in the filling of the grave 
mound, and out of their original context. It has been 
considered by Kiibler to be chronologically close to the 
amphora from the tomb PG 18, dating to the Middle 
Protogeometric***; in my opinion, it can be dated from 
Middle to Late Protogeometric. 


The fragmentary oinochoe Inv. 732 has a parallel in the 
decoration on the shoulder of the one from tomb PG 31%”. 
A further comparison is with the oinochoe Inv. 1077 from 
the later tomb PG 37. 


The fragments of cup Inv. 733 are characterized by a 
dogtooth frieze below the lip. A parallel comes from the 
decoration of the cup Inv. P 23561 from the Agora grave Q 
8:7, where a similar motif is painted in a lower position; this 
example has been dated to the Middle Protogeometric*™. 


In the tomb there were also fragments of a krater (Inv. 
734), of which there are no images. 


Chronology: Middle — Late Protogeometric 


5334 Agora XXXVI, 444, 447, 329. 
535 Desborough 1952, 87. 

536 Reber 1991, 24. 

337 Bohen 2017, 199. 

538 Kerameikos I, 212, 215. 

53° Desborough 1952, 49. 

34 Agora XXXVI, 452-453. 


Graves with Amphorae 


No. 37 — Tomb PG 31 (Plate 62) 


The amphora Inv. 906 has a decoration similar to that on 
Inv. 1069 (tomb PG 34). The shape cannot be matched by 
any of the recognized types; it is slenderer than the one 
from the grave PG 34 and probably slightly later. The 
more tapering body allows us to date it to the Middle — 
Late Protogeometric™’. 


The fragments of oinochoe (Inv. 1172) can be compared 
with the sherds of the one from grave PG 17; however the 
shape is too little preserved to say more. 


The handmade jug (Inv. 907) is Protogeometric, probably 
later than the one from the grave PG 18°”. 


Chronology: Middle — Late Protogeometric 


No. 38 — Tomb PG 9 (Plate 54) 


The burial is usually dated to the Late Protogeometric 
period**; however, the vessels found inside it are very 
fragmentary, and only sherds have been found. The 
fragment of amphora Inv. 744 is characterised by two 
wavy lines: they seem quite irregular and recall the 
style of the amphora from grave PG 18, belonging to 
the Middle Protogeometric. The fragment Inv. 745 is too 
small and without decoration. That of Inv. 746 has groups 
of concentric circles or semicircles and belongs probably 
to the shoulder of an amphora; the reddish-brown colour 
is quite unusual during the Late Protogeometric, even if 
not completely absent (e.g. amphora from tomb PG 26). 
One cannot exclude a dating to an earlier phase. 


The fragment Inv. 743 belongs probably to an oinochoe. 
A possible comparison in the decoration of the shoulder 
comes from the oinochoai of the grave PG 48, that is very 
late. Since the majority of the vase is not preserved, it is 
difficult to state if the shape of the body is similar or earlier. 


Chronology: Middle — Late Protogeometric 


No. 39 — Tomb PG 30 (Plate 62) 


The amphora Inv. 902 has a fully Protogeometric shape; 
its ovoid body and wide neck place it among the last 
Middle or the first Late Protogeometric amphorae™. The 
decoration is similar to that of the amphora from grave 
PG 29. 


The skyphos Inv. 903 can be compared to the ones from 
tombs PG 38 and PG 39: in these cases, however, the 
central panel is different, the foot is higher and the lip 
slightly more vertical. The example from PG 30 can be 
dated a bit earlier. It is worth noting that this vessel has 
an intentionally-made small hole on its body: since it was 


4! According to Lemos (2002, 57) it belongs to the Middle Protogeometric, 
while according to Ktibler (Kerameikos IV, 8) it is Late Protogeometric. 
5# Reber 1991, 24. 

58 Kerameikos I, 216. 

4 According to Ktibler (Kerameikos IV, 15, 23) and Kourou (2002, 75) 
it is Late Protogeometric. 
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used to close the amphora-urn, a suggestion is that it was 
also employed for food or drink offerings. 


The fragments of skyphos Inv. 1169 are more similar in 
style to the ones from graves PG 38 and PG 39, but it is not 
possible to reconstruct the shape. 


The fragments of oinochoe (Inv. 1171) are probably 
similar in decoration to the ones from the later tomb PG 
48, but it is not possible to reconstruct exactly the shape of 
the vessel. From this grave come also the fragments of a 
handmade jug (Inv. 1170). 


Finally, Bohen recognizes twenty fragments of a further 
vessel, the krater Inv. 1213, that is not mentioned in the 
original publication of the grave; according to the scholar, 
it dates to the Middle Protogeometric™. 


Chronology: Middle — Late Protogeometric 


No. 40 — Tomb PG 29 (Plate 61) 


The amphora Inv. 904 has a decoration recalling the one 
on the amphora from grave PG 30. The shape is ovoid 
and the neck quite high and wide. A dating to the Late 
Protogeometric in plausible™*. 


The skyphos Inv. 905 belongs with the Late Protogeometric 
pieces*’; its decoration recalls the example from grave 
PG 40, but its lip is more flaring and it is probably a bit 


earlier. 
Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 41 — Tomb PG 45 (Plate 68) 


The amphora Inv. 1098 has a shape that can be placed 
with those of the Protogeometric types. As Desborough 
noticed, the distinction between the neck and the body is 
not very clear: this is a characteristic also of the amphora 
from tomb PG 47°. The hourglass filling is known from 
several Late Protogeometric amphorae™’. 


The presence of an oinochoe (Inv. 1099) and a pyxis 
(Inv. 1103-1105) in the same grave is not uncommon: 
we can find a similar association also in the tombs PG 
7, PG 28 and PG 35; in these cases the vessels have 
been found among the pyre debris, while in the grave 
PG 45 only the pyxis had been through the fire. Both the 
vessels belong to the Late Protogeometric period*”; the 
oinochoe is smaller and dumpier than the vases from the 
other graves*>!. 


+ Bohen 2017, 137-139, 198, fig. 102. 

546 Kerameikos IV, 15, 23; Kourou 2002, 75. 

47 Kerameikos IV, 16; Desborough 1952, 88. 

548 Desborough 1952, 28. 

*” E.g. Inv. 586, 559 for the belly-handled amphorae, and Inv. 2152, 573 
for the neck-handled amphorae; Ktibler (Kerameikos IV, 15, 23) dates the 
amphora Inv. 1098 to the Late Protogeometric. 

5° Lemos 2002, fig. 33; Kerameikos XIII, 80, no. 24. 

55! Desborough 1952, 52. 
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The cup Inv. 1104 can be compared with the one from the 
tomb PG 37, evenif the conical foot looks slightly different; 
the cup Inv. 1106 does not have any exact parallels*”. 


The two handmade jugs (Inv. 1100, 1101) can be considered 
Late Protogeometric and they have characteristics similar 
to the ones from the tombs PG 20 and PG 39°. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 42 — Tomb PG 43 (Plate 67) 


The amphorae Inv. 1093 and 1094 belongs to the same 
type, even if they present some variants. Their ovoid 
and tapering body, together with the high neck, place 
these vessels in the Late Protogeometric period’; they 
are certainly contemporary, despite the very different 
decoration, one light-ground and the other dark-ground. 
They are a proof of the contemporaneity of the light- and 
dark-ground production. 


The fragmentary oinochoe Inv. 1095 belongs to a type 
quite common during the Late Protogeometric stage. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 43 — Tomb PG 7 (Plate 53) 


The amphora Inv. 573 belongs to the Late Protogeometric 
period, from its slender shape, high neck and the quite low 
attachment of the handles on the neck**®. Its decorative 
pattern can be compared to the one on the amphora from 
grave PG 35. 


The pyxis Inv. 575 has been dated to 925-900 B.C. by 
Bohen>*’; similar vessels come from tombs PG 28, PG 35 
and PG 45, always together with an oinochoe. Here too the 
pyxis is associated with an oinochoe (Inv. 574), belonging 
to the Late Protogeometric*™. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 44 — Tomb PG 19 (Plate 58) 


The amphora Inv. 571 is Late Protogeometric in shape, 
since it has a low attachment of the handles on the neck 
and a tapering body. Its decoration is light-ground, but the 
lower part of the body, just above the foot, is painted>’. 


552 See also Kerameikos IV, 16. 


553 Reber 1991, 25. 

4 The same chronology has been proposed also by Kiibler (Kerameikos 
IV, 7-8,13). 

555 Kerameikos IV, 8; Desborough 1952, 52. 

°°6 Kiibler proposes a late dating (“Reifer Stil bis Spatzeit” in Kerameikos 
I, 212, 216; “Spatstufe” in Kerameikos IV, 13). 

557 Kerameikos XIII, 81, no. 35. 

558 Desborough 1952, 52. 

°° According to Kiibler, it rather belongs to the transition to the Late 
Protogeometric (Kerameikos I, 213, 216); later, however, he inserts 
the vessel into the Late Protogeometric group (Kerameikos IV, 13). 
The amphora, together with the ones from Kerameikos Inv. 581, 908, 
1163, 568, 600, the one from Agora Inv. P 9325 and the Eleusis 667, has 
been made into a group named by Smithson “C-Class” (Agora XXXVI, 
700-702). 


The fragmentary oinochoe Inv. 726 belongs to a well- 
known Late Protogeometric type; probably it is not one of 
the latest examples*°. 


The fragments ofkrater (Inv. 728) have Late Protogeometric 
decorative motifs, similar to the ones on the krater from 
Nea Ionia Inv. ANM 18114°*!. 


The fragments of bowl (Inv. 727) are too scanty for exact 
comparisons. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 45 — Tomb PG 32 (Plate 62) 


The amphora Inv. 1163 is fragmentary and its shape does 
not belong to any of the recognized types; moreover, 
the flat projecting lip is quite unique on a neck-handled 
amphora*”. If we exclude the painted neck, the decorative 
system on the body is similar to the one of the amphora 
from grave PG 19; they are probably close in time*®. 


The fragments of oinochoe Inv. 1164 seem to belong to a 
Late Protogeometric type™. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 46 — Tomb PG 35 (Plate 63) 


The amphora Inv. 2152 has a slender shape, a high neck 
and a quite low attachment of the handles on the neck, 
together with groups of semicircles with an hourglass 
filling on the shoulder, all characteristics of the Late 
Protogeometric period*®. 


The oinochoe Inv. 2150 has been found with the pyxis 
Inv. 2151 among the remains of the pyre, as in the case 
of the graves PG 7, PG 28 and PG 48. They are both Late 
Protogeometric™. 


The grave is cut by other two Late Protogeometric burials 
(tombs PG 36 and PG 37), so conceivably it does not 
belong to the very end of the phase. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 47 — Tomb PG 37 (Plate 64) 


The amphora Inv. 1073 has a slender shape, a high neck, 
and appears well proportioned. Its shape is not far from 
the one of the amphora from grave PG 20, even if this 
latter is slightly more globular. The decoration is similar 
to that of other Protogeometric amphorae, but the belly 


56 Desborough 1952, 52. 

56! Bohen 2017, 142-143, fig. 107. 

5® Kerameikos IV, 11; Desborough 1952, 12. 

56 The Kerameikos amphorae Inv. 571, 581, 908, 1163, 568, 600, the 
Agora one Inv. P 9325 and the Eleusis 667, have been placed by Smithson 
in a group named “C-Class” (Agora XXXVI, 700-702). 

56 Desborough 1952, 52. 

°° It has been considered Late Protogeometric also by Kiibler 
(Kerameikos IV, 8, 13). 

56 Desborough 1952, 52; Kerameikos XIII, 80, no. 27. 
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has been left without any motif. A dating to the Late 
Protogeometric period is plausible*”’. 


The fragments of amphora Inv. 1074 show two rows of 
semicircles on the shoulder; an exact comparison has not 
been found. 


The oinochoai Inv. 1076, 1077 are both Late 
Protogeometric**; the latter has no comparisons, while the 
former has a parallel in the decoration of the vase Inv. P 
23667 from the Agora grave Q 8:12, belonging to the Late 
Protogeometric™. 


The cups (Inv. 1079-1087) are considered late*”; from the 
Agora we have some parallels both from Middle and Late 
Protogeometric*”. 


The handmade jug (Inv. 1078) belongs to the Late 
Protogeometric period>”. 


The handmade pyxis with lid (Inv. 1075) has a parallel in 
the ones from the Kerameikos grave PG 33 and the Agora 
tomb C 9:13, both Late Protogeometric*”. 


Since this grave cuts the tomb PG 35, and is cut by the 
grave PG 38, its dating is certainly Late Protogeometric. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 48 — Tomb PG 38 (Plate 64) 


The amphora Inv. 1088 has an ovoid shape, a wide and 
flaring neck and a dark-ground decoration: it can be placed 
among those belonging to the Late Protogeometric. The 
dogtooth frieze on the shoulder recalls the ones on the 
amphora Inv. P 6682 (Agora grave C 9:10) and Inv. P 
8041 (Agora grave C 9:13)°". 


The amphora Inv. 1089 has no exact comparison in 
shape, probably because its size is greater than the 
other Protogeometric amphorae. The groups of circles 
on the belly are attested also in the Transitional and 
Early Protogeometric period, but the high neck and the 
lateness of the burial make plausible a dating to the Late 
Protogeometric*”. 


The skyphos Inv. 1091 is very similar in style to the one 
from grave PG 39; both are Late Protogeometric®”. A 


567 Kiibler (Kerameikos IV, 14, 17, 23) dates it to the Late Protogeometric; 
according to Kourou (2002, 78), it is Middle Protogeometric. Although 
the light-ground decoration is gradually replaced by the dark-ground one, 
it is possible to find it during the Late phase of the Protogeometric period, 
as in the case of the amphorae from tombs PG 16, PG 45 and PG 47. 

°6 Desborough 1952, 49-50. 

> Agora XXXVI, 469-470. 

> Desborough 1952, 99-100. 

71 Agora XXXVI, 324-326, 329-331, 464-465. 

5” Reber 1991, 24-25. 

° Kerameikos IV, 36; Agora XXXVI, 368-370. 

> Thid., 343-344, 362-363. 

°° An analysis of both the amphorae has been made by Kiibler 
(Kerameikos IV, 16-17). 

°76 Desborough 1952, 83. 
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further example comes from the Agora grave D 16:2 (Inv. 
P 19243): the burial is Early Geometric, but according to 
Papadopoulos the skyphos is stylistically earlier than the 
other vessels in the grave*”’. 


The handmade jug (Inv. 1090) is Late Protogeometric*”*. 
The bowl (Inv. 1092) seems to be quite unique*”. 


The bent pins (Inv. M 6, 7) have a parallel with the longer 
ones from the Agora grave C 9:13°*”. 


The grave cuts the Late Protogeometric tomb PG 37. 
Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 49 — Tomb PG 39 (Plate 65) 


The amphora Inv. 2131 has a shape belonging to the 
same type as the one from grave PG 1, but it is much later 
and its dating to the Late Protogeometric is certain. The 
same shape, even if with a different decorative pattern, 
continues also into the Early Geometric period*'. The 
decoration recalls that of the amphora Inv. 595, that is 
characterized by a more flaring neck and is slightly later. 
The shape and the decoration recall also the amphora Inv. 
A10473 from the tomb 123 of Irodou Attikou Street*’, 
even if in this case the belly is completely painted and the 
base has tripod feet; this last specimen dates back to the 
Late Protogeometric, close to the transition to the Early 
Geometric. 


Despite the light-ground decoration, the oinochoe Inv. 
2091 is Late Protogeometric in shape and in the complex 
sequence of decorative motifs on the shoulder**’. One 
of these, the vertical series of cross-hatched lozenges, is 
present also on the handles of the amphora and on the 
skyphos Inv. 2102 that, together with the one Inv. 2103, is 
considered late***. 


The lekythoi (Inv. 2093-2101) have an ovoid shape 
and are similar to the ones from grave PG 40; it is 
worth noting the presence in both cases of groups of 
semicircles, with or without hourglass filling, on the 
shoulder, that in the examples from tomb PG 40 are 
associated also with other motifs**. The lekythos 
Inv. 2097 has also a parallel in the decoration of the 
earlier one Inv. P 5864 (Agora tomb C 11:4) and the 
contemporary one Inv. P 6699 (Agora tomb C 9:13)°%°, 


577 Agora XXXVI, 92-93. 

578 Reber 1991, 24-25. 

5” Desborough 1952, 118. 

8° Agora XXXVI, 363-364; according to the author, the pins have been 
bent in order to be inserted into the urn. 

%8! See e.g. the amphora Inv. 610 from tomb G 19, in Kerameikos V.1, 
221, pl. 42. According to Kiibler (Kerameikos IV, 21—22), the amphora 
from grave PG 39 fills the gap between the ones from the graves PG 29 
and PG 30, and the amphora Inv. 610. 

5® K ontopanagou 2019, 47-48. 

583 Desborough 1952, 50. 

54 Thid., 83-84. 

58 Tbid., 73. 

586 Agora XXXVI, 318-319, 365-366. 
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but its shape is more ovoid. The decorative pattern of 
the lekythos Inv. 2098 is similar to the one of the earlier 
vase P 21264 (Agora tomb J 7:1) and of the lekythos 
Inv. P 6700 (Agora tomb C 9:13)°8’, but again the shape 
is very different. 


The cups (Inv. 2104-2108) are not illustrated, but they 
have the usual zigzag on the lip, attested in other graves 
of the Kerameikos*®*. 


The belly-handled amphoriskos Inv. 2092 seems to have 
a unique shape. 


The clay cauldron Inv. 2112 does not have any parallels; 
according to Papadopoulos, it could be a skyphos damaged 
before firing and remodelled into this form>*”’. 


The handmade jugs (Inv. 2109, 2110) are both late*”. 


The presence of a handmade cup (Inv. 2111) has a parallel 
with the grave PG 8: in this case however, the fragments 
of the vase Inv. 737 are scanty and do not offer a clear 
comparison™’. 


The clay figurine of a deer (Inv. 641) has no comparisons; 
Whitley considers three dimensional objects typical of 
women’s Kerameikos graves during the 10" century 
B.C.” 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 50 — Tomb PG 26 (Plate 60) 


The amphora Inv. 918 has a globular-ovoid shape, not 
far from the one of the aforementioned amphora Inv. 
1088. The main characteristic of this vessel is the 
presence of three loops in addition to the ring foot. It 
is plausible that this support has been influenced by 
Cypriot models, since in Cyprus it was used on bowls 
and especially on an amphoroid krater dated to the 
Cypro-Geometric I-II°**. One can find a similar support 
also on two later shoulder-handled amphorae (Inv. 
18476 and 218). The decoration recalls the one of the 
Late Protogeometric amphora Inv. P 6685 (Agora tomb 
C 9:11)°*, with concentric semicircles on the shoulder 
and concentric circles on the belly; a horizontal zigzag 
(almost a wavy line) is painted above and below the 
circles on the vase from the Agora, while on the one 
from the Kerameikos, it is only above the handles 


87 Thid., 456, 365-366. 

88 Desborough 1952, 99-100; for the ones from the Agora, see Agora 
XXXVI, 809-814. 

5 Agora XXXVI, 794, note 589. 

5° Reber 1991, 25. 

°°! Kerameikos I, 184, pl. 74. 

” Whitley 1996, 227. 

3 Demetriou 1989, 5 and bibliography. 

°°4 They are from Palaia Kokkina and Athens and have been dated to the 
Middle Geometric period, Kourou 2002, 69-71. 

°5 Agora XXXVI, 354-356. 


and in the lower part of the body. A dating to the Late 
Protogeometric is plausible*”*. 


The kantharos is considered an innovation of the Late 
Protogeometric period*’’. The vessel Inv. 919 has a low 
foot that distinguishes it from other contemporary ones. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 51 — Tomb PG 47 (Plate 68) 


The amphora Inv. 1096 is Protogeometric in shape and 
belongs to the late phase*”* of this period, as is confirmed 
by the high and flaring neck. The decoration is light- 
ground. 


The kalathos Inv. 1097 has a handle like the one from 
tomb PG 20, but the lip is less flaring and the decoration is 
only on the lower part; it is Late Protogeometric™”. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 52 — Tomb PG 44 (Plate 67) 


The amphora Inv. 2024 has a high neck, a dark-ground 
decoration and groups of concentric semicircles with 
hourglass filling: it can be considered certainly Late 


Protogeometric™. 


The kantharos (Inv. 2026) has a high foot and is considered 
Late Protogeometric, but not of the latest sort®’. It can be 
compared to the kalathos Inv. P 23666 (Agora tomb Q 
8:12). 


The fragmentary oinochoe (Inv. 2025) belongs to a Late 
Protogeometric type™. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 53 — Tomb PG 20 (Plate 58) 


The amphora Inv. 576 has a globular-ovoid body with 
a high concave neck, flaring at the top: both its shape 
and its dark-ground decoration are consistent with a 
Late Protogeometric dating™. If we consider the painted 
areas, the decoration recalls that of the amphora Inv. P 
6693 (Agora grave C 9:9), on which, however, the belly 
is completely unpainted®. The central motif in the area 
between the handles can be compared to the one on the 


°°6 According to Kiibler (Kerameikos IV, 15-16), it belongs to a late 
phase. 

37 Desborough 1952, 103; Agora XXXVI, 802-806. 

°° It is Late Protogeometric, according to Desborough (1952, 28) and 
Kourou (2002, 75). 

5° Kerameikos IV, 16; Desborough 1952, 115. 

6 The same chronology has been proposed by Kiibler (Kerameikos 
IV, 12). 

! Thid., Desborough 1952, 104. 

602 Agora XXXVI, 469-470. 

63 Desborough 1952, 52. 

64 Desborough 1952, 25; Kourou 2002, 78; Lemos 2002, fig. 31; 
according to Kiibler (Kerameikos I, 209, 211), it belongs to the “Spatzeit”, 
at the transition with Early Geometric. 

65 Agora XXXVI, 349-351. 
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amphora Inv. 22924°°. The concentric circles flanking a 
central panel on the belly anticipate the Geometric bi- 
metopal circle amphorae™’. 


The kalathos (Inv. 577) has a handle like the one from 
grave PG 47, but has a more flaring lip**. 


The kantharos (Inv. 730) belongs to the late phase of the 
Protogeometric; it has a conical foot, but is lower than 
other vessels, such as the one from grave PG 44, so it is 
considered later®. 


The fragments of handmade bowl (Inv. 731) are not 
illustrated. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 54— Tomb PG 16 (Plate 56) 


The amphora Inv. 578 has a light-ground decoration, 
but its context and the high and flaring neck are Late 
Protogeometric®””. 


The kalathos Inv. 579 is handless; its shape with a flaring 
lip has a parallel with the Late Protogeometric one Inv. P 
6694 (Agora tomb C 9:9)°*". 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 55 — Tomb PG 28 (Plate 61) 


The amphora Inv. 910 belongs to the banded ware, 
which starts to be produced during the late phase of the 
Protogeometric period®”’. The vessel in question is slender 
in shape, with a high neck and the handles attached quite 
low on it. It can be compared with the amphorae Inv. 603 
and 605, even if they have a slightly different decoration; 
the amphora Inv. 602 is more tapering in the lower part of 
the body and appears more slender. A further comparison 
comes from two amphorae found in the Agora tombs B 
10:1 and N 16:4°!3, from an example (Inv. 18089) found 
in Nea Ionia®"* and from the amphorae Inv. 21204, 21034, 
21328, 21208°). 


The rim-handled amphoriskos (Inv. 911) has no exact 
comparisons in shape; the decoration on the shoulder and 
the belly recalls the decorative pattern of the amphoriskos 
Inv. 2013 (tomb PG 40), but the motifs on the neck are 


66 Kourou 2002, 80. 

7 Tbid., 81. 

8 It is Late Protogeometric, as are all the Protogeometric kalathoi 
from the Kerameikos (Desborough 1952, 115); it is described as a “new 
vessel” by Kiibler (Kerameikos I, 208-209). 

69 Desborough 1952, 104. 

610 Kiibler (Kerameikos I, 210-211) states that it dates back to the 
“Spatzeit”, at the transition with Early Geometric. 

6! Agora XXXVI, 350-351. 

612 Desborough 1952, 11; Kourou 2002, 15-16; Agora XXXVI, 702-704. 
613 Inv, P 6997 and P 24791, Agora XXXVI, 374-375, 72-72; the latter 
has a different decoration on the handles. 

614 Smithson 1961, 156; it is worth noting that also in this case, as for the 
grave PG 28, the amphora-urn was closed by a pyxis. 

615 Kourou 2002, 16-17; two of these have a different decorative motif 
on the handles. 
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unique, in particular the two horses on each side. It belongs 
to the Late Protogeometric period®”®. 


The oinochoe (Inv. 914) is similar to others of Late 
Protogeometric in style®’’. 


The pyxis (Inv. 912) and the pyxis with lid (Inv. 913) have 
been dated to the Late Protogeometric*"*. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 56 — Tomb PG 27 (Plate 60) 


The amphora Inv. 908 is Protogeometric in shape, slightly 
more globular than the others. It has a decorative scheme 
similar to the one of other contemporary amphorae®!’; the 
cross-hatched triangle on the shoulder can be compared 
to the one of the amphora Inv. 2153 (tomb PG 41), but 
the real innovation is the cross-hatched panel on the 
neck: the decoration in that area will be adopted in the 
Geometric period: it is unusual to come across it during 
the Protogeometric times. 


The fragments Inv. 1194 belong to a well-known type of 


Late Protogeometric oinochoe™’. 


The foot of skyphos Inv. 909 is flaring and similar in shape 
to the one of the skyphos Inv. 905 (tomb PG 29), dating 
back to the Late Protogeometric. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 57 — Tomb PG 40 (Plate 66) 


The amphora Inv. 2008, has a slender shape, with a high 
neck and the decorative motifs on the shoulder recall the 
ones of the amphora Inv. 1094 from grave PG 43. It is a 
case of a light-ground amphora belonging certainly to the 
Late Protogeometric period™'. 


The two amphoriskoi with lid (Inv. 2012, 2013) have a 
similar shape and belong to the same type; their decoration, 
however, is very different. The one Inv. 2013 has cross- 
hatched triangles on the shoulder and has a parallel in the 
decoration of two amphoriskoi from the Kerameikos™; 
it can be compared also to a fragmentary example from 
the Agora and some vessels from the tomb 22 of Palia 
Perivolia®’: in these cases the dogtooth frieze is absent 


(except for no. 3, that has a more complex decoration). 


616 Kerameikos IV, 9-10; Desborough 1952, 41-42; Kourou 2002, 64. 
617 Desborough 1952, 52. 

618 Tbid., 107-108; Kerameikos XIII, 80-81, no. 21, 36. 

619 The Kerameikos amphorae Inv. 571, 581, 908, 1163, 568, 600, the 
Agora one Inv. P 9325 and the Eleusis 667 have been placed by Smithson 
in the group named “C-Class” (Agora XXXVI, 700-702); the amphora 
from the tomb PG 27 has been dated to the Late Protogeometric by the 
excavator (Kerameikos IV, 11). 

620 Desborough 1952, 52. 

°! The excavator considers it late, together with the amphorae from the 
graves PG 31, 35, 43, 7, 28 (Kerameikos IV, 11). 

62 Inv. 911 (tomb PG 28) and the fragmentary one from the grave mound 
(see Kerameikos I, pl. 47). 

3 Agora XXXVI, 246-247, 721-722 (A1); Lefkandi I, 149-150, pl.137. 
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The amphoriskos Inv. 2012 is decorated in triglyph-and- 
metope style, with panels recalling the ones on the 
amphorae Inv. 2131, 595 and 1260. However, in this case 
the shoulder is completely painted and the motifs are 
placed on the belly and, unusually, on the neck. 


The oinochoai (Inv. 2009, 2010) are Late Protogeometric; 
the decorative motif on the belly continues to be used also 
in the Early Geometric, but during this period a decorated 
band is added on the neck’. 


The skyphos Inv. 2011 can be compared in style with the 
ones from graves PG 15 and PG 34 previously described, 
but the zigzag is made in a different way and the shape is 
different. Quite similar is the skyphos Inv. P 9324 (Agora 
tomb M 17:2), but in this last case the lower part of the 
body is completely painted®’. 


The skyphos Inv. 2014 has a decoration recalling the one 
of the skyphos from tomb PG 29, but their style does not 
correspond exactly. It has also a parallel with the one Inv. 
EPK 534 (Erechtheion tomb A) and the one Inv. P 29769 
(Agora tomb T 15:1), which however are earlier®*. 


There are nine lekythoi (Inv. 2015-2023) from this grave. 
Their shape is usually ovoid and they seem similar to the 
ones from grave PG 39: in both cases there are groups 
of semicircles, with or without hourglass filling, on the 
shoulder®*’. On the examples from grave PG 40 there are 
also other motifs associated to the groups of semicircles: 
the lekythos Inv. 2015 has a cross-hatched triangle and can 
be compared to the one Inv. P 3170 (Agora tomb E 12:1)*°. 
Other three lekythoi have a cross-hatched lozenge (Inv. 
2017, 2019, 2022), recalling the decoration of a lekythos 
(nv. 18103) from Nea Ionia®'. 


In addition to these vessels the grave contained also a 
bronze fibula (Inv. M 11), a bronze shield boss (Inv. M 12), 
an iron axe (Inv. M 9) and an iron chisel (Inv. M 10)”. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 58 — Tomb PG D (Plate 50) 


The amphora Inv. 566 has a shape that cannot be 
accommodated in any of the recognized typological 
groups. It is slender, with a high neck on which the 
attachment of the handles is very low and has a dark- 


4 Kourou 2002, 64. 

5 Also the amphoriskos no. 3 from tomb 22 of Palia Perivolia has its 
decoration on the neck (Lefkandi I, pl.137). 

6 See e.g. the ones from the Agora (Agora XXXVI, 735). 

7 Agora XXXVI, 64-65. 

©8 Brouskari 1980, 19-20, pl. 3b; Agora XXXVI, 266-267. 

°° Desborough 1952, 73. 

9 Agora XXXVI, 329-330; according to Smithson they have been made 
by the same hand (Ibid., 753 note 372). 

®1 Smithson 1961, 162. 

632 Weapons and tools from this burial have been re-examined and will be 
published by A. M. D’Onofrio. 


ground decoration; all these elements are consistent with 
a dating to the Late Protogeometric period™. 


The skyphos (Inv. 567) is Late Protogeometric too, and 
has a comparison in the shape and in the decoration with 
an example from the Agora (Inv. P 21239, tomb J 9:1)%*, 
that unfortunately lacks its lower part. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric 


No. 59 — Tomb PG 49 


The burial was disturbed by later graves. Only sherds 
of an amphora (Inv. n.d.) were found, but there are 
not images of the vessel®°. The grave is probably Late 
Protogeometric, due to its location and type. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric (?) 


No. 60 — Tomb PG 41 (Plate 67) 


The amphora Inv. 2153 is the only preserved vessel found 
in the grave. The slender body, the very high neck and the 
handles which are attached on it in a low position, together 
with the dark-ground decoration are certain proofs of the 
lateness of this amphora. Probably it belongs to the end 
of the Late Protogeometric. The vertical strokes on the 
lip are not common during the Protogeometric phase and 
seem to anticipate a Geometric characteristic®*. A cross- 
hatched triangle on the shoulder is attested on another 
amphora from the Kerameikos cemetery, the one Inv. 
908 (tomb PG 27); moreover, it is painted also on a Late 
Protogeometric amphora from the tomb 48 of the Toumba 
cemetery in Lefkandi, considered an Attic importation®’. 


A clay bead (Inv. 2154) was also present in the grave. 
From the Kerameikos graves, further clay beads have been 
found in the Late Protogeometric tombs PG 19, PG 39 and 
PG 48. 


Finally, it must be said that the burial is physically over 
the Late Protogeometric grave PG 40, so its lateness is 
confirmed by the stratigraphical data. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 


No. 61 — Tomb PG 48 (Plates 69, 70) 


The amphora Inv. 2027 has a shape different from all 
the other amphorae from the Kerameikos cemetery 
and cannot be placed in any of the recognized types. 
The neck can be compared to the one of the amphora 
from grave PG 20 (Inv. 576), and also the panel on the 
belly is similar, even if in one case we have a series of 
lozenges and in the other a series of triangles. A similar 


63 Kiibler places this vessel in his “Spiatstufe” (Kerameikos I, 157). 

34 Agora XXXVI, 473-474. 

35 Kerameikos IV, 46. 

96 See e.g. the amphora Inv. 254 (tomb G 74), Kerameikos V.1, 261-262, 
pl. 26; according to Kiibler (Kerameikos IV, 12), the amphora from the 
grave PG 41 leans towards the Geometric. 

37 Lefkandi III, pl. 55, 124 b. 
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panel is painted on the amphora Inv. 229248, again with 
lozenges. The motifs on the shoulder recall the ones of 
the amphora from tomb PG 45 (Inv. 1098). For Kibler it 
belongs to the mature phase of his “Spatstufe”, that we 
can identify with the Late Protogeometric; Desborough 
considers it very close to the transition to Geometric, and 
according to Kourou it is Transitional®’. In my opinion, 
it is one of the latest Protogeometric amphorae, but it 
cannot be considered yet Geometric in style. 


In this grave sixteen oinochoai (Inv. 2067-2089) have 
been found. The ones Inv. 2068, 2070, 2076, 2077 and 
2084 belong to a type known also from other Kerameikos 
graves, dating back to the Late Protogeometric™. 


The other eleven oinochoai are characterized by sets of 
concentric semicircles on the shoulder and a dark-ground 
decoration, together with an ovoid body and a conical 
foot. Their recognizable features and the high number 
of examples from this burial induced Smithson to coin 
the term “48-Type” to identify similar ones from other 
contexts™'. Their production dates back mainly to the Late 
Protogeometric and Early Geometric. 


Seven lekythoi (Inv. 2067—2089) have been brought to light 
from this burial. Inv. 2088 has a decoration with sets of 
semicircles on the shoulder, recalling the previous described 
oinochoai; it has a parallel with an example from the Agora 
and two vessels from Nea Ionia“. Also the lekythoi Inv. 
2085, 2089 recall the decorative pattern of five oinochoai 
from this burial; they can be compared with a lekythos 
from the Agora*’. The two lekythoi Inv. 2086, 2087 have 
a similar decorative pattern, with cross-hatched triangles 
on the shoulder; they can be compared with some lekythoi 
from Nea Ionia and from the Agora™. Finally, the examples 
Inv. 2067, 2083 have an innovation in the decoration which 
consists in a dogtooth frieze on the neck’. The lekythoi 
seem to belong all to the end of the Late Protogeometric. 


The pilgrim flask (Inv. 2034) has some similarities in 
shape with an example from Nea Ionia (Inv. 18107, to 
which we can add the fragmentary one Inv. 18099)™°, even 
if the decoration does not correspond completely; from 
the Kerameikos, there is a fragment of another flask, and 
also in this case the decoration is different®’. The flask is 
a quite rare vessel and from this site we know only of one 
further example, belonging to the Transitional period™*. 


68 Kourou 2002, 80. 

3° Kerameikos IV, 17; Desborough 1952, 26; Kourou 2002, 80. 

°° Desborough 1952, 52. 

641 Smithson 1961, 157-158; Smithson 1974, 382-383; Agora XXXVI, 
734-735. 

*® Inv. P 6701 (Agora XXXVI, 365-366); Inv. 18103, 18072 (Smithson 
1961, 160). 

8 Inv. P 6702 (Agora XXXVI, 365-368); it comes from the same tomb 
(C 9:13) of the above mentioned lekythos Inv. P 6701. 

4 Inv. 18076-18078 (Smithson 1961, 159-160); Inv. P 6849 (Agora 
XXXVI, 340-341). 

45 Desborough 1952, 74. 

46 Smithson 1961, 163. 

647 Kerameikos IV, pl. 36. 

648 See the previously described tomb PG 1. 
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A very rare vase is the ring flask; from this grave comes the 
example Inv. 2033, while another fragment has been found 
always in the Kerameikos, but with a different decoration™. 
This shape has been influenced by Cypriot models”. 


The pyxis with lid (Inv. 2066) has been dated by Bohen to 
925-900 B.C.°! 


The two skyphoi (Inv. 2030, 2032) have been considered 
among the latest of the Protogeometric series by 
Desborough®”. They have a parallel in the shape and 
decoration of the skyphos Inv. P 6846, and with Inv. P 
6673 for the decoration, both from the Agora®®. 


The kantharos (Inv. 2031) stands out for its decoration 
because, according to Desborough, on it one can 
observe the first known example of the meander in Attic 
Protogeometric pottery®. The shape seems to recall that 
of the examples Inv. P 24798 and P 19244 from the Agora 
and belongs to the Early Geometric I. The decoration is 
characterized by the presence of the meander, that however 
is differently executed on the two faces: on one side it 
is horizontal and filled with dots, on the other side it is 
vertical, again filled with dots, but with a series of vertical 
dots also outside the meander®*. This latter motif has a 
comparison, even if not exact, with the decoration of an 
Early Geometric pyxis (Inv. P 19229)°’ from the Agora, 
on which however the meander is filled with strokes; 
also the zigzag frieze above the meander is painted, as in 
the case of the kantharos. The vessel in question, in my 
opinion, cannot be considered fully Late Protogeometric, 
but it must belong to the transition with Early Geometric. 


The handmade jug (Inv. 1184) belongs to the end of the 
Late Protogeometric period®*. 


The two clay stands (Inv. 2028, 2029) do not seem to have 
any exact comparisons. According to Lemos, since they 
are in the openwork technique, they probably derive from 
metal stands and are inspired by Cypriot models”. 


Several objects belong to the handmade incised ware: two 
female figurines (Inv. 2035, 2036)*°, nine bowls (Inv. 


4 Kerameikos IV, pl. 36. 

650 Lemos 2002, 81; Wilde 2019, 74-75, 82 and bibliography. 

51 Kerameikos XIII, 81, no. 38. 

62 Desborough 1952, 81. 

63 Agora XXXVI, 335-336, 377-379; the former comes from the Late 
Protogeometric grave C 9:4, the latter from the tomb C 9:8, dating to the 
Late Protogeometric / Early Geometric I. 

64 Desborough 1952, 103-104. 

5 Agora XXXVI, 76-77, 94-95, 804. 

656 For the decoration on the other face, see Kerameikos IV, pl. 21. 

57 Agora XXXVI, 86-87. 

68 Reber 1991, 25. 

6° Lemos 2002, 80; see also Desborough 1952, 118. 

69 Similar “dolls” have been found, e.g., in the Kerameikos grave PG 33 
(Kerameikos IV, 37), in the Makrigianni Street tomb 84/pyre 8 (KaAAtyac 
2000, 50 no. 24) and in the Nea Ionia pyre B (Smithson 1961, 172); it is 
worth noting that the association of fragmentary lekythoi and oinochoai, 
together with clay beads and a doll in the pyre B, recalls the items found 
among the pyre debris of the tomb PG 48 (Ibid., 151). 
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2037-2044a)™', eighty clay beads (Inv. 2090)°”, and some 
of the spindle whorls. The production of handmade incised 
ware is concentrated between the Late Protogeometric and 
the Middle Geometric, even if it is attested also earlier®®. 


Several other spindle whorls come from this tomb, 
among which are two painted (Inv. 2045, 2046) and four 
undecorated with four or five protuberances (Inv. 2047— 
2050)°. 


Also metal objects have been brought to light during the 
excavation of this grave, among which a bronze bowl (Inv. 
M 1) stands out. 


This burial can be considered the richest among the 
Protogeometric ones of the Kerameikos cemetery, 
considering the number and the variety of objects. It 
contains items belonging to the Late Protogeometric, 
together with objects which seem to anticipate or can be 
considered Early Geometric in style, so it can be placed at 
the transition between the two periods. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 


No. 62 — Tomb PG C (Plate 50) 


The amphora Inv. 581 is Protogeometric in shape 
and style’. The high neck and the low attachment 
of the handles on it are characteristics of the late 
phase of the period. The cross-hatched panel on the 
shoulder can be compared to the one on the amphora 
Inv. 21283, of unknown provenance and dated to the 
Late Protogeometric®™. The sets of semicircles with 
hourglass filling are common during the late phase of the 
Protogeometric. 


The cup with flat base (Inv. 582) has Late Protogeometric 
and Early Geometric parallels in shape and decoration®”. It 
can be considered a Late Protogeometric forerunner of the 
Geometric examples, or could be Early Geometric itself. 


The bowl Inv. 580 does not seem to have any exact 
comparisons. 


Chronology: Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I 


°°! Other bowls of this type have been found, e.g., in the Agora graves O 
7:11, H 17:2 and H 16:6 (Agora XXXVI, 465-466, 122-123, 164). 

6 Similar clay beads have been found in the Kerameikos, in the 
previously described graves PG 5, PG 19, PG 39, PG 41. Other objects 
of this type come, e.g., from the Agora graves C 9:10, H 16:6 and D 16:2 
(Agora XXXVI, 345-346, 165-166, 99), the Nea Ionia Pyre B (Smithson 
1961, 172), and from the Areopagus graves AR I, AR III/IV, AR? 
(Smithson 1974, 339, 346-347, 352). See also Reber 1991, 132-133. 

63 Agora XXXVI, 863-864. 

64 A similar spindle whorl with protuberances has been found in the Late 
Protogeometric tomb 84/pyre 8 in Makrigianni Street; in this case it is 
incised (KaAAydc 2000, 50 no. 25). 

65 Ktibler dates this amphora to the beginning of the Late Protogeometric 
(Kerameikos I, 157); Smithson places the Kerameikos amphorae Inv. 
571, 581, 908, 1163, 568, 600, the Agora one Inv. P 9325 and the Eleusis 
667 in a group named “C-Class” (Agora XXXVI, 700-702). 

666 Kourou 2002, 14-15. 

67 See Desborough 1952, 101-102 and Agora XXXVI, 814-816. 


4.4.1. The amphorae from the Great Mound G 


The amphorae brought to light during the excavation of 
the Tumulus G deserve a separate discussion. The Great 
Mound G was built shortly before the mid-point of the 
6" century B.C., and covers several earlier burials. 
According to some scholars it is the Alcmaeonid’s 
Archaic family monument, erected over and around the 
burial site used by the same aristocratic group during the 
Early Iron Age®”. However, according to other scholars, 
the archaeological evidence is not enough to affirm with 
certainly that the site had been used by a single family 
group for all the time®”. 


The Great Trench, whose earth had been used to build the 
Tumulus G, destroyed several earlier burials; fragments 
of the vessels contained in these graves have been found 
during the excavation of the filling of the mound, and 
some of them belong to amphorae. They are listed below, 
organized in chronological order. 


The fragments Inv. 11238°”' (Plate 75) constitute the most 
ancient example of amphorae from the Tumulus. They are 
decorated in the “Wild Style”, with motifs attested also on 
other vessels of the Kerameikos site. Cross-hatched panels 
are present, as on the two clay tripod cauldrons Inv. 554, 
555 from the grave PG 4, or on the pyxis Inv. 533 from the 
grave PG 1. The fringed arcs near the handles are seen, as 
on the krater Inv. 9046 from the grave SM 146, and on the 
krateriskos Inv. 532 from the grave PG 1, although in this 
last case the arcs are not fringed. The solid painted diamonds 
(or harlequinade) panel is a quite rare decoration®”. 
The complex motif on the shoulder, of painted triangles, 
surrounded by two lines, a zigzag and a dogtooth motif, is 
not very common either. Bohen compares it to the one on the 
shoulder of a vessel from Tiryns Megaron W, dating back to 
the Late Helladic III C°”. One can find a similar motif, with 
semicircles instead of triangles, on a side of the rectangular 
chest with lid Inv. 924 from grave PG 22, belonging to the 
Transitional stage. Considering that one of the main motifs 
on the shoulder of the amphorae is that of semicircles, we 
could consider the rare motif using triangles as a variant 
or a forerunner of the one with semicircles, in a period of 
experimentation during which stylistic rules were not yet 
fixed. From the same tomb of the chest (PG 22), comes also 
a lekythos with painted triangles on the shoulder (Inv. 921) 
that can uphold this hypothesis. The fragments in question 
can be dated, in my opinion, to the Transitional stage®”*. 


668 Kerameikos I, 109; Kerameikos VI.1, 53; Doronzio 2018, 102. 

© Knigge 2006, 153; Bohen 2017, 97-99, 105. 

6 Doronzio 2018, 102. 

67! Some of the fragments appear in Kerameikos I, pl. 39; the others have 
been analysed in Bohen 2017, 37, 41-42, 193, fig. 30, 92. 

6? According to Bohen, it could derive from West Greece (Bohen 2017, 
131). 

3 Bohen 2017, 41-41, fig. 30. 

6% A chronology for the Transitional period has been proposed by 
Desborough, who considers the fragments probably belonging to a 
shoulder-handled amphora (Desborough 1952, 37). Kourou dates the 
fragments to the Submycenaean phase (Kourou 2002, 67). According to 
Bohen, the fragments belong to some belly-handled amphorae and are 
Submycenaean or Late Helladic III C Late (Bohen 2017, 193). 
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The other fragmentary vessels found in the filling of the 
Mound have been designated by the excavators with the 
letter “T”’, followed by consecutive numbers®”. 


The neck-handled amphora Inv. 593 (T 5) (Plate 72) has 
a parallel with the Inv. 1069 from the tomb PG 34, and 
probably belongs to the Middle Protogeometric. 


The neck-handled amphorae Inv. 557 (T 2) and 594 (T 3) 
(Plate 72) are similar in decoration and shape to Inv. 572 
from the grave PG 17; they can be dated to the Middle — 
Late Protogeometric®”’. 


The amphora Inv. 592 (T 6) (Plate 72) has a decorative 
pattern that can be compared to the one on the amphora 
Inv. 1069 from the tomb PG 34, but its shape looks more 
slender and probably a bit later; it can be dated to the 
Middle — Late Protogeometric. 


The decoration on the shoulder of the neck-handled 
amphora Inv. 591 (T 7) (Plate 73) is quite similar to the 
one on the vessels Inv. 556 (tomb PG 2) and 915 (tomb PG 
25); however it seems to be later, due to the slender shape 
in the lower part of the body, and probably dates back to 
the Middle — Late Protogeometric®”. 


As with the above mentioned vessels Inv. 557 and 594, 
the neck-handled amphora Inv. 558 (T 4) (Plate 72) also 
has two groups of semicircles on the shoulder; its body, 
however, looks slender and it is probably slightly later: it 
can be dated to the Late Protogeometric. 


The neck-handled amphora Inv. 585 (T 1) (Plate 72) has 
groups of concentric semicircles with hourglass filling on the 
shoulder, as do the amphorae Inv. 573 (PG 7) and 2152 (PG 
35). It dates back to the Late Protogeometric, but its dumpy 
shape seems to make it earlier than the other two vessels°”. 


The belly-handled amphorae Inv. 586 (T 15) and 559 (T 
14) (Plate 74) can be treated together, since they are similar 
in shape and decoration; it is worth noting that the latter 
has the lower part of the body painted, while the former is 
light-ground. The decoration on the shoulder recalls the 
one on the Late Protogeometric amphora Inv. P 325 (tomb 
F 16:3)°” from the Agora, even if the semicircles with 
hourglass filling are not exactly the same. The high flaring 


675 Kerameikos I, 109; the letter “T” is for “Tymbos”. 

676 The amphorae T 2-4 have been put by Kraiker (Kerameikos I, 150) 
with the ones belonging to the “Reifer Stil”, that we can consider Middle 
Protogeometric. 

677 An example of an amphora with groups of circles on the shoulder 
belonging to a later phase is from Palia Perivolia cemetery (Lefkandi): 
it has been dated to the Sub-Protogeometric I stage (ca. 900-875 BC, 
Lefkandi I, 337, pl. 156); other two amphorae, similar in their decoration 
but slightly different in shape, are probably from Athens and have been 
dated to the Middle — Late Protogeometric (Coldstream 2010, 12). 

68 According to Kraiker (Kerameikos I, 148), instead, it belongs to the 
“Frihstil”, that can be identified with the Early Protogeometric. 

6 Agora XXXVI, 58-60. 
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neck of the two examples from the Kerameikos confirm 
their dating to the Late Protogeometric™’. 


The decoration of the belly-handled amphora Inv. 583 (T 
17) (Plate 74) recalls that of the amphora from the Agora 
Inv. P 6682 (tomb C 9:10)%', dating back to the Late 
Protogeometric; the shape, however, is quite different. The 
high flaring neck of the amphora from the Kerameikos is 
certainly Late Protogeometric. 


The shoulder-handled amphora Inv. 595 (T 19) (Plate 75) 
has a decorative pattern similar to the one of the Late 
Protogeometric amphora Inv. 2131 (tomb PG 39); although 
the shape of the body cannot be completely reconstructed, 
the very flared neck allow us to consider this amphora 
slightly later than the one from the grave PG 39. 


The belly-handled amphora Inv. 611 (T 16) (Plate 74) is 
characterized by decorative motifs which recall those of 
the amphora Inv. G 43 from Andros®’. Its shape can be 
considered Late Protogeometric. 


The belly-handled amphora Inv. 588 (T 18) (Plate 74) has 
groups of semicircles and vertical lines flanked by vertical 
zigzags on the shoulder; one can find a parallel, even if not 
exact, in the decoration on the shoulder of the amphora 
Inv. 1096 (tomb PG 47). It can be plausibly dated to the 
Late Protogeometric™. 


The two neck-handled amphorae Inv. 600 (T 9) and 568 (T 
8) (Plate 73) are quite similar, although the central motif 
painted on the shoulder is slightly different. They belong 
to the Late Protogeometric and their decorative scheme is 
the one of the so called “C-class’’***. 


The neck-handled amphorae Inv. 603 (T 12) and 605 
(T 11) (Plate 73) are included in the banded ware 
group, which starts to be produced at the end of the 
Late Protogeometric period’. They have a parallel in 
the amphora Inv. 910 (grave PG 28), but in the case of 
the two vessels from the Great Mound the bands on the 
body number only two. Another example of this kind 
of amphora is Inv. 602 (T 13) (Plate 73), which has a 
slender shape and a quite low attachment of the handles 
on the neck; in my opinion, it can be considered Late 
Protogeometric — Early Geometric I. 


6 Kraiker dates them to the “Reifer Stil” (Middle Protogeometric), 
Kerameikos I, 151. 

8! Agora XXXVI, 343-344. 

682 Kerameikos I, pl. 44; Canciani 1966, 33, pl. 100. 

63 According to Kraiker it can be inserted in the “Spatstil” (Kerameikos 
I, 157-158). 

84 The Kerameikos amphorae Inv. 571, 581, 908, 1163, 568, 600, 
the Agora one Inv. P 9325 and the Eleusis 667, have been placed by 
Smithson in a group named “C-Class” (Agora XXXVI, 700-702), due 
to their decoration. 

85 Desborough 1952, 11; Kourou 2002, 15-16; Agora XXXVI, 
702-704; Kraiker considers the vessels T 11-13 as belonging to 
the “Spatstil”, and puts the amphora T 12 at the transition with Early 
Geometric (Kerameikos I, 157-158). 
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The very fragmentary neck-handled amphora Inv. 596 
(T 10) (Plate 75) is characterized by two groups of 
semicircles with hourglass filling and a central motif of a 
cross-hatched hourglass on the shoulder. This latter motif 
has no strict parallels among the Kerameikos amphorae, 
but the decorative pattern recalls the one on the amphora 
Inv. 581 (tomb PG C); the body of the vessel Inv. 596 
seems to be completely painted, as e.g. the vessel Inv. 566 
(tomb PG D). The amphora plausibly dates back to the 
Late Protogeometric — Early Geometric I**. 


Considering the amphorae described as found in the 
Tumulus G, one can state that all the phases from the 
Transitional to the Late Protogeometric are attested, 
except for the Early Protogeometric. However it is worth 
noting that the majority of the above mentioned vessels 
belong to the late stage of the Protogeometric. Assuming 
that each amphora could be an urn-vase, we are faced with 
the existence of another twenty Protogeometric graves, 
lost in the construction of the Great Mound. 


4.4.2. Stray finds 


Among the vessels from the Kerameikos cemetery, 
whose original context is not known, there comes the 
belly-handled amphora Inv. 857 (Plate 75). Its decorative 
pattern is quite common among the amphorae of the 
Protogeometric period, e.g. the ones Inv. 589 (tomb PG 
11), 560 (tomb PG 18), 578 (tomb PG 16). Probably it can 
be dated to the Middle Protogeometric, due to the slender 
shape of the body and the shape of the neck that is tall but 
less so than in later examples’. 


The shoulder-handled amphoriskos Inv. 959 (Plate 75) 
seems to have no exact comparisons. Its decoration, which 
lacks care in its execution, includes Late Protogeometric 
motifs and recalls the decorative pattern of the shoulder- 
handled amphorae Inv. 2131 and 595. A parallel with 
the pyxis Inv. P 326 from the Late Protogeometric grave 
F 16:3, in the Agora suggests itself**: it is quite similar, 
although not all the motifs appear on both the vessels. 


Finally, the very fragmentary belly-handled amphora 
Inv. 1260 (Plate 75) is characterised by the presence of a 
painted horse, which has been examined in the previous 
paragraphs. The vessel has decorative motifs typical of the 
Late Protogeometric that one can find on the amphorae Inv. 
2131 and 595 and also on the amphoriskos Inv. 2012. It can 
be dated with certainty to the end of the Protogeometric 
period. 


686 A similar dating is proposed in Kerameikos I, 157. 

687 Kourou dates it to the Middle Protogeometric (Kourou 2002, 79), while 
according to Kraiker, it belongs to the “Spiatstil” (Kerameikos I, 158). 

688 Agora XXXVI, 60-62. 
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Burning the Dead 


5.1. The rite of cremation: a re-examination of the 
archaeological aspects and literary evidence 


Cremation is a rite known since Prehistory, both in Europe 
and in Asia; fire is considered the purifying element par 
excellence, but the reasons for its adoption could be 
various. Some of them had probably a practical nature: 
the cremation prevented the decay of the corpse and, at 
the same time, in a migration or nomadic life-style, the 
transport of the remains was easier. Moreover, in some 
cultures the spirit of the dead does not separate from the 
body until the complete dissolution of this latter, so fire 
made it possible to accelerate this process and free the 
deceased sooner. Cremation could also be adopted for 
hygienic reasons, after diseases or epidemics; in case of 
deaths in battle, it made it easier to return the remains to 
the homeland, avoiding also the desecration of the corpse 
by enemies or animals”. 


With cremation, the process of reducing the body to 
bones was faster and more spectacular, when compared 
to inhumation. The cremation rite, regardless of place 
and time, has specific steps: the first one is to find the 
most appropriate place for the construction of the pyre. 
The choice of the site was influenced by environmental 
factors, and there were probably areas set aside for this 
purpose, with artificial structures specifically built®®. After 
the preparation of the site for the pyre, it is necessary to 
look for the wood to be used as fuel, the quality of which 
could be influenced by the status of the deceased, by ritual 
beliefs and meanings or more simply by availability®’. 
The construction of the pyre is determined by functional 
factors, such as the need of good ventilation, or ritual 
factors; it is followed by the preparation of the corpse, 
which can be presented to the pyre unmodified, desiccated 
or even de-fleshed. The display of the deceased could 
occur on the pyre, but in some cases the corpse could be 
placed under or within the wooden structure, sometimes 
together with the pyre goods®”. It is not possible to know 
all the activities related to the ritual, but it is likely that 
in some cases there was a funerary feast, sacrifices or 
libations. Once that the fire was set, organic tissues burn at 
different temperatures and the body fat constitutes a brief 
amount of fuel, causing a temporary rise in temperature™. 


689 Musgrave 1990, 272; Capone 2004, 79-80. 

6° Marshall 2011, 9. In the Kerameikos cemetery there does not seem to 
be any evidence of specific areas used for the pyre building during the 
Protogeometric period. For the Submycenaean phase, however, a burnt 
layer not far from the tomb SM 133 can be considered to be the place 
where cremations took place (Kerameikos X, 13; Kerameikos XVIII, 
252). 

691 Marshall 2011, 9-10. 

6 Tbid., 10-11. 

3 Grévin 2005, 15-16. 
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The pyre burned only if the temperature and the ventilation 
were adequate, and the state of the cremated bones gives 
us information about these aspects: in contact with the 
flames, their colour gradually changes from yellowish- 
white (dehydration) to black (carbonization), to different 
shades of grey (decomposition of organic matter), up to 
milky-white (calcination). 


After the fire’s extinction, a secondary cremation requires 
the collection of the bones: they were cleaned, perhaps 
further broken up, and placed in an urn or in the ground 
without a container. 


Looking for comparisons in the written sources, one can 
find a description of the cremation rite in the Homeric 
poems. In the Iliad, two cremations are described, the 
one of Patroclus®* and the other of Hector®*. The first 
one is the more detailed, and begins with the search 
for the oak wood to be used as fuel, deposited near the 
tumulus built by Achilles. The Myrmidons cut locks of 
their hair, covering the corpse of Patroclus with them, 
then they prepare a large pyre on which the corpse was 
placed. Several sheep and oxen are skinned and their fat 
is used to cover the body of the dead, while their carcasses 
are placed around it. Amphorae full of oil and honey 
are placed on the pyre, while four horses, two dogs and 
twelve Trojans are sacrificed. Achilles sets fire to the pyre, 
but it does not burn: the hero has to invoke the winds, 
offering them libations. All night long, while the pyre is 
burning, Achilles makes libations with wine; at dawn the 
flames go out and the last flickering fires are extinguished 
with wine. The bones of Patroclus are collected by his 
companions, easily recognizable from the others because 
they were placed at the centre of the pyre; they are laid 
in a golden vase between layers of fat and wrapped in 
linen. Funeral games take place after the building of the 
tumulus. 


In the case of Hector, after the funeral lamentations, 
the Trojans collect wood for nine days; the dead is then 
placed on top of the pyre. We do not have descriptions of 
sacrifices but, given the high rank of the deceased, it is 
possible to imagine a sequence of actions not very different 
from those of Patroclus’ funeral. The fire is extinguished 
with wine and the bones are collected, wrapped in a purple 
cloth and placed in a chest of gold. The urn is put in a pit 
and then the mound is erected; finally the funeral banquet 
begins. 


4 Tbid., 16. 
5 Hom. Il., XXIII, 110-261. 
6 Hom. Od. XXIV, 776-804. 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


In the Odyssey, the funerals of Elpenor®”’ and Achilles®* 
are described, albeit in less detail. 


During the funeral of the former, some branches are 
quickly cut and the deceased is burned, together with his 
weapons, nearby on the coast; subsequently a mound with 
a stele is erected, and on it an oar is planted. 


In the case of Achilles, the funeral pyre takes place after 
seventeen days of lamentations: several oxen and sheep 
are killed, and the hero is burned with his clothes, among 
vessels full of honey and unguents. The white bones are 
gathered and laid in unmixed wine and unguents, then 
they are placed in a golden amphora together with those 
of Patroclus and Antilochus. Finally a tumulus is built on 
the top of a promontory, so that it was clearly visible from 
the sea. 


Even if the rituals are not exactly the same, they are 
characterized by a similar sequence. The first action 
is among the most important: the search for wood, 
a fundamental fuel for cremation to be successful. 
Covering the corpse with fat might seem like a gesture 
which favours and accelerates the combustion, but 
experimental archaeology studies have established that 
the contribution of this substance to the fire is really 
minimal’. It could be an excellent expedient to mask 
the smell of the burned human flesh, since the fat has 
a specific, rather pronounced odour’. As previously 
explained, also the amphorae filled with oil (or fatty 
substances) and honey and placed near the pyre had the 
same purpose. The ‘extinguishing of flames with wine’ 
must probably be interpreted more as a libation rather 
than as the real extinction of the fire. 


The good ventilation is a fundamental element for the 
success of combustion, as evidenced by the passage 
in which Achilles invokes the winds and offers them 
libations”. Finally, the bones of Patroclus are collected 
and covered with fat, those of Achilles with unguents. 
The calcined bones are extremely fragile and, given also 
their porosity, the fatty substances help to strengthen them, 
especially if after cooling they solidify or oxidize”. 


It is not possible to state that all the described actions 
have been executed during the cremation rite of the 
graves object of the study. However, the ancient written 
sources, together with experimental archaeology, help us 
to better interpret the archaeological evidence and to make 
hypothesis on the actions of the rite which have not left 
traces. 


67 Hom. Od. XII, 8-15. 

68 Hom. Od. XXIV, 63-84. 
699 Marshall 2011, 7. 

7 Poplin 1995, 256. 

71 Marshall 2011, 7. 

7 Poplin 1995, 258. 
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5.2. Early cremations in Athens: a comparison 
with the evidence from Perati and Salamis 


Perati and Salamis are here taken into consideration and 
used in comparison with Athens, because they include 
some cremation burials, even if most of the tombs are 
inhumations. Their proximity to Athens and the fact that 
most of the burials are earlier than the Athenian ones, 
make these two sites extremely useful for formulating a 
hypothesis on the diffusion of the new rite in Attica. 


Perati is located on the eastern coast of Attica, halfway 
between Sounion and Marathon. The excavations carried 
out between 1953 and 1963 brought to light 219 burials: 
192 are chamber tombs and the remaining are pit graves”. 
The first phase of the necropolis begins at the end of Late 
Helladic III B, the last one dates back to Late Helladic 
Wic1™. 


The deceased were usually inhumed, and the burials were 
often reused; it is estimated that there are the remains of 
about 600 people within them. Only in a few cases, was 
the deceased cremated: eighteen persons deposited in 
tombs 1, 36, 38, 46, 75, 122, 145, 146, 154 and 157; to 
these, other three doubtful cases must be added (tombs 
127, 131 and 22)”. The dead wore their clothes, were 
surrounded by the pyre goods, and in some cases they were 
accompanied by small domestic animals, such as dogs. 
The deceased was cremated on a pyre that burned only 
for a limited period of time, giving rise to an incomplete 
cremation: the same body could be partly charred and 
partly calcined”®. The bones were intentionally crushed 
into smaller portions when they were still on the pyre, or 
after the fire was extinguished; it is possible to state this 
with certainty because the bone fragments show signs of 
the action of the fire even on broken surfaces’. In some 
cases, a femur and tibia are completely incinerated, while 
the metatarsus, metacarpals and phalanges are untouched 
by the fire; this could be due to the fact that the ends of the 
body protruded out of the pyre, or to the fact that the fuel 
had been summarily and hastily thrown on the body”. 
After the fire was extinguished, not more than a third of 
the bone fragments were collected and put into the tomb, 
with an attempt made to represent all the anatomical areas 
of the skeleton. Inside the tomb the collected remains were 
placed on the floor, among the burials or in small pits, 
piled up or placed in vases of various shapes and sizes’. 


Individuals who have been buried after being cremated 
belong to both genders and cover all age groups. In three 
cases there is a double cremation (tomb 1, pit 1, tomb 
75). Despite the limited quantity of the bones and their 
fragmentation, it is possible to determine that among the 


7 TaxoBidns 1969; Iakovidis 1980, 1-4. 
74 Thid., 107-109. 

75 Thid., 10. 

706 Thid. 

707 Paidoussis and Sbarounis 1975, 130. 
78 Thid., 141. 

7 Takovidis 1980, 10. 


cremated people there was a five-year-old child (tomb 1, 
pit 1), two adolescents (tombs 46 and 122), twelve adults 
(tombs 1, 36, 38, 75, 122, 145, 146, 154, 157), of which 
at least one woman (tomb 1, pit 1), and three individuals 
were of advanced age’'®. Some of these cremations are 
among to the earliest burials, as in the case of the tombs 
1 and 145. The ritual has been practised for the entire 
duration of the necropolis, but no “crematorium” was 
found in the immediate vicinity. The use of the cremation 
rite seems to be an individual choice, since the practice 
was not applied to all members of the same family, and 
people who decided to use this ritual are not clearly 
distinguishable from the others. Furthermore, there is no 
evidence that people who had been cremated died from 
particular diseases, infections or anything else”. 


In some cases the remains of the cremations were scattered 
inside the chamber tombs, while in others they were 
preserved in an urn that, sometimes, is placed in a pit. The 
vessels used as cinerary are jugs (in four cases: tombs 36, 
38, 75, 145) and amphorae (in two cases: tomb 1, pit 1, 
and tomb 157)’!. 


The island of Salamis is located almost opposite Athens, in 
the Saronic Gulf. The first tombs were excavated in 1893 
by P. Kavvadias, in the Submycenaean necropolis of the 
Arsenal, and in the following years several Mycenaean 
tombs were brought to light in different areas of the 
island. The earliest graves appear probably already in Late 
Helladic II, and the later ones date to the Submycenaean. 


The Mycenaean graves are almost always chamber tombs; 
in one of these, in the area of Ambelaki, some inhumations 
were associated with vases containing burnt bones and 
ashes. However, it is difficult to say if these are real 
cremations or purification fires”. 


There are about a hundred Submycenaean tombs excavated 
in the Arsenal necropolis, organized in seven parallel 
rows; usually these are inhumations in a pit. In only two 
cases the burials had a circular shape, with an urn placed 
inside a hole, surrounded by stones: in one case the urn 
contained ashes, in the other incinerated bones, and both 
testify to the presence of the cremation rite on the island’*. 


Part of the materials from this necropolis were initially 
published by S. Wide’; the author, however, describes 
only one of the two urns, the handmade jug Inv. 36667". 
The second cinerary vessel is, according to C.-G. Styrenius, 
the amphoriskos Inv. 3665, that, due to its unusual height 
(20 cm), in comparison with the other contemporary 
amphoriskoi, would suggest a different use; the vase in 


71 Thid. 

™ Thid., 15. 

7? The list of the burials with the osteological analysis has been published 
in Paidoussis and Sbarounis 1975, 129-159. 

3 Benzi 1975, 161-162. 

74 Styrenius 1962, 103-104. 

15 Wide 1910, 17-36. 

716 Thid., 26. 
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question, however, is smaller than the earliest amphorae of 
Kerameikos cemetery used as urns". 


The earliest cremations seem to appear in Perati, where 
the Submycenaean phase is not attested. The last phase of 
Perati is only partially contemporary with the most ancient 
burials of the Kerameikos at Athens, which begin in Late 
Helladic II C Late’'*. The two cremations of Salamis date 
back to the Submycenaean period, to which also several 
Kerameikos cremations in amphorae belong. However, the 
Perati cremations show points in common with the ones of 
Salamis and Athens. First of all, the choice of the urns: 
in all the three sites, jugs (or oinochoai) and amphorae 
(or amphoriskoi) are used. At Perati, in four cases jugs 
are chosen as the cinerary vase, while in Salamis and 
in the Kerameikos’” the jugs are used only in one case 
each. At Perati, the amphorae are used as cinerary vessels 
in two cases, while in Salamis the use of an amphora as 
an urn seems plausible, although it is difficult to prove 
it with certainty. On the other hand, in the Kerameikos, 
amphorae constitute the totality of the urns, if we exclude 
the previously mentioned oinochoe. 


In the Late Helladic III C, amphorae and amphoriskoi are 
the most common urns also in Mycenae-Chania and Argos; 
the second most common type of urn in Argos is the jug, 
which is also used in Rhodes, Kos, Mycenae-Chania and 
Elateia”®. 


With regards to the ritual, in Perati the cremations have 
been found in chamber tombs, sometimes in a cinerary 
vessel and sometimes placed on the grave floor. In the 
case of Salamis and Athens, the urns are placed in holes. 
Unfortunately, the description of the finds in Salamis is 
not very detailed, and it is not possible to say if there were 
other vases together with the urn and if the latter was 
covered. In the Kerameikos cemetery, the Submycenaean 
amphorae are almost always closed by stone slabs, as was 
the oinochoe from the tomb SM 138. From the Transitional 
phase, together with stones, vases or sherds are positioned 
into the mouth of the amphora-urn in order to close it. 


The difference between Perati, where there are multiple 
chamber tombs, and the other two sites with single burials, 
seems to be dictated by chronological factors, since until 
the end of the Bronze Age collective burials are the rule in 
Attica, as in the other Greek regions. 


Data on the number of cremated persons in each urn is 
missing for Salamis. At Perati, the cases of more than 
one individual being placed in the same vessel are not 
uncommon, e.g. the tomb | (pit 1), or the tombs 38 and 75. 
This practice is totally absent in the Kerameikos, where 
each urn contains but a single dead person. Even in the 


77 Styrenius 1962, 103-104, 112-113. 

718 Ruppenstein 2003, 188; Mountjoy 1988, 1-37. 

7!9 Tomb SM 138, Kerameikos XVIII, 24-25. The jug or oinochoe will no 
longer be chosen as an urn in the Kerameikos during the Submyceanean 
and Protogeometric period. 

9 Ruppenstein 2013, 190-191. 
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case of the Transitional double burial PG A, the two young 
men are placed in two different urns and in two separate 
holes. In the cemetery of Irodou Attikou Street five double 
cremations are attested: as for the Kerameikos, also here 
each dead is placed in an amphora put in its own pit and 
sharing the same upper shaft”'. The same can be said for 
the tomb K from Erechtheion Street, a double grave with 
two separate urns”. 


In Athens, however, the practice of multiple burials is not 
unknown. In the Agora area, the tomb J 3:5 contained a 
cinerary vessel with the remains of two young individuals, 
a male and perhaps a female, dating back to the Late 
Helladic III C”?. There is another case of double burial 
in a single urn in the burial ground of Erechtheion Street: 
here, in the Transitional tomb A, the cremated remains of 
two young people, one male and the other female, together 
with phalanges of bear, were found inside an amphora”™*. 


Although the funeral ritual is not exactly the same, there 
are many similarities between the three sites taken into 
consideration. The choice of the jug as urn in the oldest 
cremation of the Kerameikos, a vessel used as a cinerary 
also in Salamis, seems to testify a continuity from the Late 
Helladic III C necropolis of Perati’”®. The hypothesis of 
contacts between these three localities is also upheld to 
a point by their spatial closeness and by the fact that in 
Attica other cremations dating back to this earlier phase 
are not attested. These sites offer us an important evidence 
of the introduction of the cremation rite associated with 
inhumations, in a period in which the latter are still largely 
predominant. 


5.3. On the origin and the diffusion of the cremation 
burial rite in the Aegean: a reappraisal 


Cremations are attested since the Neolithic time in 
northern Greece. Traces of this burial rite dating back 
to the Early Neolithic period have been found in Nea 
Nikomedia (Macedonia) and in the sites of Prodromos 
and Souphli Magoula (Thessaly); in particular at Souphli, 
one or more vessels were broken on the pyre or were 
deposited in it, together with other miniature vases”®. Late 
Neolithic cremations are more numerous, and they have 
been brought to light e.g. in Makri (Thrace), Makriyalos, 
Paliambela, Mandalo, Toumba Kremastis-Koiladas and 
Dispilio (Macedonia), Platia Magoula Zarkou, Ayia Sofia 
Magoula, Dimini and Pefkakia Magoula (Thessaly); even 
if the rituals are diversified, the burials all seem to have 
a domestic character, since they have been found almost 
always in the housing area of the living community”’. In 
the north-western Greek site of Avgi (Kastoria), ten small 
vessels were brought to light, each one containing a few 


™I Kontopanagou 2019, 48. 

2 Brouskari 1980, 25—28. 

™3 Agora XXXVI, 487-490. 
4 Brouskari 1980, 21-22, 30. 
™5 Ruppenstein 2013, 192. 

6 Gallis 1979, 72-73. 

”7 Stratouli et al. 2010, 95-96. 
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cremated remains, in a couple of cases together with some 
burned seeds, and all have been found in the habitation 
area’’*, One of the rare cases in which the vases with the 
cremated remains were not located in the inhabited area is 
that of Zarkou, where the existence of a real burial ground 
seems plausible”’. 


In the Mycenaean period, the inhumation rite is adopted 
in the whole of Greece; however, during the Late Helladic 
III A-B, some sporadic cremations would be attested in 
Tragana, Astypalea, Brauron, Prosymna, Thebes and 
Kallithea”. It is worth noting that the afore mentioned 
evidence could be the result of purification fires, a cleaning 
practice quite common in the chamber tombs, which 
can lead to misinterpreting as cremations the blackened 
or burned bones of the inhumations; the only case of 
cremation belonging to the Late Helladic IN A-B could be 
that of Miiskebi, on the south-western coast of Asia Minor, 
although there are no particularly exhaustive information 
about it?!. 


In the Late Helladic IJ C, this ritual becomes more 
frequent than in previous periods: it is attested in Perati, 
Agrapidochori, [Elateia,  Mycenae-Chania, Argos, 
Palaiokastro, Spaliareika, Kallithea-Spentzes, Achaea 
Klauss, Rhodes, Cos and Crete”. 


The source of the influences that introduced this ritual 
into Greece during the Bronze Age is still debated. One of 
the hypothesis is that the cremation rite arrived to Greece 
from Anatolia’. In various Hittite cemeteries, the ritual is 
employed alongside the one of the inhumation, although it 
is difficult to clearly demonstrate through archaeological 
evidence an influence of the Hittite burial practices on the 
Mycenaean ones’. Looking to the written sources, the 
fragments of tablets found in Bitytikkale (Turkey) describe 
a royal funeral rite showing some similarities with the 
funeral of Patroclus; however, it must be said that the 
Mycenaean cremations do not seem to have many points 
in common with the Homeric rituals”>. 


A better comparison comes from the Western coast of 
Asia Minor. In Troia VIh, the only ritual is cremation in 
an urn and the site contains Mycenaean materials; near the 
Besik Bay, both the rituals of cremation and inhumation 
are known, and here too the burials are associated with 
Mycenaean pottery. Moving to Panaztepe, cremations 
are attested, together with Mycenaean pottery. Finally, in 
Misgebi, in the floor of the chamber tombs there are both 


8 Thid., 95-104. 

”° Gallis 1979, 69. 

70 Lewartowski 1998, 136-137. 

3! Ruppenstein 2013, 186. 

™ Thid., 186 and Fig. 1. 

73 According to Iakovidis, for example, during the Bronze Age the 
cremation rite spread from Asia Minor, through the Dodecanese and 
Crete, to the Greek mainland (Iakovidis 1980, 15—16). 

™4 Lewartowski 1998, 138-139. 

5 Tbid., 139. 


inhumations and cremations, together with Mycenaean 
pottery of the Late Helladic III A2-B”*. 


In all these cases the material evidence shows contacts with 
the Mycenaean world. The coexistence of inhumations 
and cremations in the same necropolis, or even in the same 
grave, could constitute a proof of the Anatolian influence 
on the Greek burial practices. 


More recently, however, Ruppenstein stated that cremations 
in chamber tombs do not necessarily have to be connected 
to the Anatolian culture; the mainland sites showing a 
higher number of incinerations seem to have no particular 
relationship with Asia Minor”’. The presence of Naue 
II swords in the regions in which the cremation practice 
is most widespread, the north-western Peloponnese and 
eastern Crete, could instead reveal a connection with 
Italy, where this ritual is widely attested during the 12" 
century B.C. However, it should be underlined that Naue 
II swords are not always found in cremation burials, but 
only sometimes in the same necropolis; in other cases, 
as in Perati and Elateia, cremation is attested without the 
presence of any Naue II sword”*. 


In Argos and Mycenae-Chania, the inurned cremations are 
deposited in tumuli, distinctly separated from the burial 
areas with inhumations. According to the author, the 
isolation of these burials would suggest the presence of 
foreign people or of their descendants; the finding of some 
fibulae, of a bronze ring with spirals and of handmade 
pottery would be the proof ofa connection with the Adriatic 
area and in particular with the Western Balkans”. Rituals 
similar to those adopted in Argolid are recognizable in 
Para¢in and Donja Brnijca, in southern Serbia and Kosovo, 
where in the Late Helladic II B the practice of cremation 
in urns in mounds is predominant”. Moreover, in these 
sites amphoroid urns are used: they may have influenced 
the choice of amphorae and amphoriskoi in the Argolid. In 
PeSter, in south-western Serbia, there is the coexistence in 
the same mound of cremations in urns and inhumations, 
and one can observe the same practice also in the case of 
the Argive region. Contacts between people of the Western 
Balkans and people of the Greek area probably occurred 
through the Adriatic Sea’. 


However, it must be said that the cremations of the Early 
Iron Age, which are the main burial rite in Athens and 
Euboea, seem to have a different social and cultural origin, 
being not strictly connected to the ones sporadically 
attested in the Late Bronze Age Aegean”. 


76 Tbid., 140. 

7 Ruppenstein 2013, 188. 

78 Tbid., 188-189. On the argument, see also: Dickinson 2006; Jung 
2007, 215-230. 

®° Ruppenstein 2013, 189. 

7 Tbid., 190. 

741 Tbid. 

™ Tbid., 193. 


Burning the Dead 


Often the adoption of this rite during the Iron Age has 
been connected to the Doric invasion; this hypothesis, 
however, does not explain the wide spread of cremation 
in non-Doric Attica and the prevalence of inhumation in 
the Peloponnese, dominated by the Dorians. According to 
another hypothesis, the use of cremation could be due to 
the imitation of the heroic models described in the Iliad; 
even in this case, the spread of this rite in Attica and 
Euboea would not be so explained in a phase earlier than 
the supposed writing down of the Homeric poems™. 


The appearance and the spread of the cremation rite at 
Athens during the Early Iron Age has not yet received 
a convincing explanation. The ritual was not used to 
emphasize differences in wealth or gender. It has been 
hypothesized that it could reflect the existence of different 
ethnic groups, but this theory too does not seem plausible™. 


It is significant that the earlier cremation burials of the 
Kerameikos cemetery, those in the Pompeion necropolis, 
tend to be placed at the limits of the sepulchral area; but 
they are not grouped in one place, as one would expect 
in the case of people with a common origin, and seem to 
be scattered in at least three different areas. The tombs 
PG A, PG B, SM 145 and SM 146, constitute a group of 
cremations; the same can be said of the tombs SM 138 and 
SM 67 (Plate 3). The other cremations, however, are mixed 
in with the coeval inhumations. The presence of cremations 
and inhumations in the same burial ground is quite usual 
also in other cemeteries, and sometimes one can find 
them even in the same grave: in addition to those already 
mentioned, in the Protogeometric necropolis of Torone an 
inhumation coexists with an inumed cremation, placed 
between the feet of the skeleton’; another well-known 
case is the one of the double burial in the Lefkandi building, 
with the cremated man and the inhumed woman”™*. 


The choice of the cremation rite over inhumation during 
the Early Iron Age at Athens probably involves contacts 
with people from other sites, as well as practical needs, 
but also the circulation and adoption of beliefs which can 
be only ever be partially investigated through the material 
evidence. 


™ de Polignac 2005, 173-175. 
™4 Dickinson 2006, 189. 

™5 Musgrave 1990, 273-274. 
46 Lefkandi II.2, 19-21. 
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Conclusions 


The re-examination of the amphorae of the Kerameikos 
cemetery, from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric 
period, aimed primarily to analyse the vessels from a 
typological point of view: together with the study of 
the shape, the observation of the clay fabric and of the 
decorative motifs have been taken into consideration. Since 
in most cases these vases come from known contexts, the 
study includes the consideration of the burials from which 
they come and of the funerary rite performed. 


The main function of the amphorae in the graves is clear, 
since they constitute the cinerary vessel par excellence; 
further, they were employed as grave or pyre goods, and 
in a couple of cases as grave marker. Because of their use 
as urns, they can be considered the more evident “witness” 
of the transition from the inhumation to the cremation rite, 
characterizing the passage from the Submycenaean to the 
Protogeometric phase at Athens, and in particular in the 
Kerameikos site. 


Through the drawings of the vessels and the “envelope” 
system of comparison, it has been possible to elaborate 
a typology different from those already existing. Giving 
more weight to the shape of the body, and considering the 
differences in the neck, the base and the size as indicating 
varieties, it has been possible to observe that an increased 
standardization occurred in the Protogeometric phase. 
During the Submycenaean and Transitional period, in 
fact, the range of types recognized in the belly-handled 
amphorae is high, but the number of vessels for each type 
is low (from two to four); with the neck-handled amphorae, 
only one type (with two Transitional examples) has been 
identified, while the Submycenaean vessels are all quite 
different in shape and it has been not possible to group 
them into sensible types. 


The higher standardization characterizing __ the 
Protogeometric period could be explained by a larger take- 
up of the amphorae, at least in the funerary context: in fact, 
since they are employed mainly as urns, it seems that their 
spread can be linked directly to that of the cremation rite 
itself, adopted for almost all the Protogeometric graves 
brought to light in the Kerameikos site”’. It is hard to say if 
this increase is matched by events in the domestic contexts, 
or if the amphorae were already earlier widespread in non- 
funerary frameworks”®. 


™7 For the Protogeometric period the graves PG 8, PG 9, PG 10, PG 33, 
PG E constitute an exception since they are cremations without urn, while 
the burials PG 36, PG 42, PG 46, can be probably considered cremations 
without urn, but damaged by later tombs. 

™8 The future publication of the non-funerary deposits of the Agora 
announced by Papadopoulos could shed light on the question (Agora 
XXXVI, ix). 
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Probably, the higher standardization of these vases is due 
to a different organization of the production process. This 
standardization is so noticeable, that in some cases the 
profile of an amphora is identical in proportions to that 
of another specimen even though they are of different 
sizes, as e.g. with the amphorae Inv. 1069 and 1071 (tomb 
PG 34, type 2), or with the amphorae Inv. 1093 and 1094 
(tomb PG 43, type 3). It must be said that in both cases the 
two amphorae present a different decorative approach (one 
is light-ground and one dark-ground). 


Analysing the types recognized for the Protogeometric 
neck-handled amphorae, one can observe that the type 2 
accounts for most of the vessels, while the ones in type 
3 are fewer and belong to the later stage of the period. 
The varieties of the shape recognized concern almost 
exclusively the base (flat, concave or with a ring foot) 
and the actual size. Both characteristics can be considered 
to demonstrate a chronological diversification, since the 
ring foot prevails in the later phases, and the size tends to 
increase with time; moreover, it must be noted that the size 
of the amphorae employed as urns is greater than for those 
used as grave or pyre goods. The shape of the neck is quite 
similar in all the samples, but in the Late Protogeometric it 
tends to become higher and the attachment of the handles 
on it tends to be set lower. After the high variability of the 
Submycenaean and Transitional stages, the shape of the 
body of the neck-handled amphorae becomes quite uniform 
for all the Protogeometric period. The differences in the 
base and the size that to a degree mark a chronological 
evolution are a gradual development between the Early, 
Middle and Late phases of the period; no stark and marked 
change is detectable. 


The Protogeometric belly-handled amphorae that can be 
grouped by their similar shape all belong to the type 5, 
which includes also a Transitional specimen. As for the 
neck-handled amphorae described above, here too we 
can observe varieties distinguished by the base-type (flat, 
concave or with a ring foot) and by the size. However, it is 
possible to add for these a further pertinent variety in the 
profile of the neck, either concave with a flat projecting 
lip, or flaring with an everted lip. Both neck-forms are 
attested in the same phases, so their differences carry no 
chronological significance. If we assume that these two 
varieties have not come about for a mere stylistic reason, 
it is plausible that they represent different functions that 
the vessels had when they were used in non-funerary 
contexts. Probably this would be related to the different 
substances that they contained as storage pots. As for 
the neck-handled amphora, once more the neck tends 
to be taller and often wider in the later phase of the 
Protogeometric period. 
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The few rim-handled amphorae and amphoriskoi do not 
permit one to formulate any typology and any model 
of production. Only once was an amphora of this shape 
used as urn (tomb PG A west), while six rim-handled 
amphoriskoi were used as grave or pyre gifts (tombs SM 
146, PG 28 and PG 40). It is worth noting that three of 
the tombs in which these vessels were found are male 
burials with weapons or metal tools, while the other is a 
rich female grave. 


Finally, the shoulder-handled amphorae remain very few, 
and only during the Geometric period will they increase in 
number. A single type has been identified, with only two 
items: one belonging to the Transitional grave PG | and the 
other to the Late Protogeometric grave PG 39. Using the 
“envelope” system, the profiles of the bodies can be seen 
to overlie each other, even if they have some divergences 
in the base and the overall size. The chronological span 
dividing these two vessels is remarkable, but one cannot 
ignore the similarity in the shapes; we can only speculate 
that the gap between these amphorae is but apparent and 
that other samples produced have vanished from the 
record. 


Decoration seems to be independent from the shape. The 
light-ground style, where most of the surface of the vessel 
is left unpainted, is typical of the earlier phases. From the 
Middle and especially during the Late Protogeometric, one 
can note the appearance of the dark-ground style, where 
the majority of the vase is painted. It is possible to observe 
also a middle ground between the two styles, where the 
neck and the lower part of the body are painted, while the 
belly is left plain, the colour of the clay. The appearance 
of the dark-ground style, however, does not imply the 
abandonment of the light-ground style, which is widely 
attested during the later phases of the Protogeometric 
period. 


The decorative motifs, painted to comply with the form 
of the vessel, emphasize the areas of the shoulder and 
the belly. Bands or groups of lines usually underline 
the division between one decorative area and the other: 
between the neck and the shoulder, the shoulder and the 
belly, the belly and the lower part of the body, and between 
this last and the base, and finally at the attachment of the 
handles. No association between the motifs and the shape 
of the amphora or to the types can be discerned. 


The decoration is constituted from simple geometric 
elements; the only figurative motif on the examined vases 
is the horse, painted once on the belly-handled amphorae 
Inv. 560 and 1260, and repeated four times on the neck of 
the rim-handled amphoriskos Inv. 911. The horses on the 
three vessels seem to have been painted by different hands. 
In the case of the two belly-handled amphorae it has been 
hypothesised that the animals could represent a potter’s 
mark”. Even so, the two vessels belong to quite different 
chronological phases and the horses are not very similar, 


™ Papadopoulos 1994, 437-507. 
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so we should better assume that they were made by two 
different painters. Perhaps it was employed as a mark by 
two different potters belonging to the same workshop? It 
must be noted that the shape of the body of the amphora 
Inv. 560 is similar to the that of other amphorae, so we 
would expect to be finding more horses, if this was a 
potter’s mark. An alternative hypothesis, surely valid when 
the horses are painted more than once on a vase and in a 
prominent position, but possible too for the amphorae Inv. 
560 and 1260, is that either these animals have a chthonic 
value or that they are symbols of an aristocratic society. 
They would underline the high status of the deceased and 
it is worth noting that they will become a central motif 
on the vessels of the following Geometric style. Finally, 
one can observe that the amphora Inv. 560 is the most 
ancient Protogeometric vessel with a painted horse known 
until now. 


The clay of the amphorae here studied, with the Attic 
Protogeometric pottery, is quite homogeneous, ranging 
from light reddish-brown to pink in colour, characterized 
by the presence of mica, calcareous inclusions and quartz. 
The most distinctive feature is the dark red or brown 
additions, interpreted by the scholars as grog or even as 
ferrous inclusions. From the macroscopic observation 
of the amphorae, in some cases supported by the by the 
use of a USB Digital Microscope, it has been possible 
to state that the composition of the clay is quite similar 
in all the vessels. For this reason, the dimensions and 
the frequency of the inclusions have formed the basis on 
which to recognize three fabrics. We can affirm that the 
basic “recipe” for the clay is more or less always the same, 
while it is the choice of the size and the abundance of the 
inclusions, especially the dark red or brown ones, that 
makes the discernible difference. 


Putting together the data obtained from the typological, 
stylistic and macroscopic analyses, it is possible to state 
that no link exists between a type and a decorative pattern 
or between a type and a fabric. The shape of the vessel and 
the choice of the motifs do not seem to follow any fixed 
scheme. The same can be said for the use of the clay, since 
the frequency and the dimension of the inclusions is not 
related to specific types. 


According to Gros and Zurbach Protogeometric craft 
activity in Greece was probably occasional and related 
to satisfying immediate needs; moreover, they state 
that the production during this stage and even later was 
similar to the “household production” model defined by 
Peacock, not only for the handmade pottery but also for 
the most of the fine ware”. A “household production” 
seems plausible for the handmade vessels and maybe 
also for the Submycenaean fine ware, that shows a higher 
variability and heterogeneity. In my opinion, however, 
the same cannot be said for the Protogeometric Athenian 


750 Gros and Zurbach 2012, 120-121; according to Peacock the household 
production “is the simplest mode of production, in which each household 
makes the pottery it requires for its own consumption’’(Peacock 1982, 8). 


fine ware and in particular for the amphorae: even if they 
present a variability linked to the neck and the base, the 
standardization of the body shape implies a specialization 
— or better a semi-specialization — that can be considered 
more similar to the “household industry” model defined by 
Peacock’*'. The “household industry” constitutes the first 
step towards true craft specialization, where potting is a 
part-time activity in the hands of a few skilled artisans”. 
If we think about the amphorae, the forming of some of 
the tallest samples — in particular the one Inv. 1089 (tomb 
PG 38, H. 69 cm) used as grave marker — involves more 
complex technical skills, together with the need of a space 
to work in and a specific kiln for the firing’. 


In Early Iron Age Athens, the residential and the funerary 
spaces were closely interconnected: the inhabitants lived 
in scattered settlements, which supported burial grounds 
of isolated graves, in plots or flat cemeteries grouped all 
around the Acropolis™; the clear distinction between 
large areas occupied by the settlement and the extensive 
cemeteries is attributable to a later phase”*. The same can 
be said for the areas intended for the craft activities, that in 
this phase are located inside or close to the settlement”®: 
Athens should be considered similar to the contemporary 
sites of Eretria or Oropos, with their coexistence of houses, 
funerary areas and spaces for the production of pottery, 
and indeed also for the working of metals and other craft 
activities’*’. 


Almost certainly the craftsmen were not part of the elite, 
but they were linked to the members of the elite due to 
their skills and knowledge’. A couple of centuries after 
the end of the Protogeometric period, the themes and the 
decorative elements painted on the Late Geometric vessels 
have been identified as possible aristocratic emblems: the 
pottery was thus probably made then for the local elite, 
who through an exclusive access to the potters’ and 
painters’ work underlined their social position’’. We could 
speculate that also during the Protogeometric stage these 
craftsmen worked mainly for an elite clientele, like the 
high status people buried in the Kerameikos area. 


To sum up, during the Protogeometric period the amphorae 
present similarities in the form of the body, but show 
differences in the base, the neck and the size, so achieving 


1 Peacock 1982, 8; according to Gros and Zurbach this kind of 
production make its appearance only from the 8" century (Gros and 
Zurbach 2012, 120-121). 

72 Peacock 1982, 8. 

™ According to Hasaki a Geometric kiln could fire no more than ten 
large amphorae with an average height of 52 cm, Hasaki 2002, 223. 

™ T)’Onofrio 2019, 36 and bibliography. See also Dimitriadou 2019 on 
the subject. 

> D’Onofrio 2007-2008, 437-460. 

736 Gros and Zurbach 2012, 120. 

757 Mazarakis Ainian 2012, 140-141, 148; Monaco 2012, 160-164. A 
different point of view exists e.g. by Papadopoulos, who argues that the 
potters’ activities and the funerary areas occupied the same spaces, while 
the settlement was probably located on the Acropolis (Papadopoulos 
2003, 276, 297-316). 

758 Mazarakis Ainian 2012, 148. 

7° Crielaard 1999, 57-58. 
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Conclusions 


a higher standardization than in the previous period, but 
once still with a remarkable variability. 


Just as for the vessels, so also for the burials: one can 
observe the adoption of the trench-and-hole tomb and of a 
similar cremation rite, but not of a standard set of objects 
in the grave nor of strictly fixed rules about the ritual. The 
amphorae are closely connected to the burial custom: if 
in the Submycenaean period the graves containing these 
vessels constituted a minority, during the Transitional and 
especially the Protogeometric period almost all the burials 
of the Kerameikos cemetery are cremations with an 
amphora-urn; in some cases one or more amphorae were 
used also as grave or pyre gifts. The value of the amphorae 
from the Kerameikos is the possibility they hold out of 
analysing the context in which they have been employed, 
at least for the last part of their period of use. In fact, it is 
hard to say if the amphorae were made specifically for a 
funerary use or if they were employed as urns only after 
being used in domestic contexts. Sometimes the amphora- 
urn looks slightly earlier than some of the other objects 
found with it, as in the case of the tombs PG 4, PG 48 
and PG C: one can speculate here that either this is the 
result of a greater conservatism in the style of the urn or 
that these vessels were actually made to be used in a non- 
funerary context and only after a while were employed in 
the burials. In one case we can observe on the neck of an 
amphora (Inv. 1098, tomb PG 45) four pairs of holes from 
an ancient repair (Plate 38, no. 5): this could be the proof 
that the vase, before becoming a cinerary vessel, had been 
used in a non-funerary context. 


In the trench-and-hole cremations, that constitute the 
most of the burials here examined, the objects found in 
the graves together with the amphorae have been analysed 
according to their positions. These burials, in fact, can be 
thought of as being made up of three distinct areas: the 
upper trench, the hole dug in its bottom, and the cinerary 
vessel itself. The items found in the upper trench with 
the pyre debris, usually fragmentary and with traces of 
burning, allow us to reconstruct at least partially the rite 
which took place on the pyre and that has otherwise left no 
traces in the archaeological record. Here it is possible to 
find several objects, but the ones occurring most frequently 
are oinochoai, jugs, skyphoi and lekythoi. The lekythoi 
contained oil and their presence is not surprising, since 
they were associated to the funerary use: probably they 
were employed to perfume the corpse before or during the 
burning. The oinochoai, associated to the consumption of 
wine, must have been used to make a libation on the pyre 
or nearby it, or to quench its final flames. The handmade 
jugs, associated with cooking activities, could constitute 
receptacles for food offerings or be indicative of the 
gender of the dead person and their role in the society, 
since they have been found in female graves. Finally, the 
skyphoi contained food or drink and could also be used for 
a libation on the pyre, or even in an imagined participation 
of the deceased at the funerary feast. Sometimes amphorae 
have been found among the pyre refuse too: they were 
probably put next to the pyre or broken on it, and could 
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contain honey and oil as are the ones described in the Iliad, 
employed during the funeral of Patroclus. 


The consumption of wealth that took place on the pyre is 
noticeable. In several cases the number of items burned on 
the pyre exceed the grave goods put in the tomb. The case 
of the two richest Protogeometric burials, PG 39 and PG 
48, is even more eloquent: here almost all the numerous 
objects that accompanied the dead have been found among 
the pyre debris. In these last examples the ostentatious 
destruction of the items during the burning was preferred 
to the simple deposition of gifts into the grave. 


The second area recognized in the tomb is the hole dug 
in the bottom of the trench. It contained the amphora-urn, 
that could itself be accompanied by some grave goods. 
The most frequent vessels found in the hole are belly- 
and neck-handled amphorae, followed by skyphoi and 
lekythoi. The presence of the lekythoi in the tomb can 
be linked again to the treatment of the corpse before and 
during the funerary rite. Like the skyphoi from the pyre 
debris, so too the ones found in the hole could contain 
food or drink, offerings for the dead or maybe an imagined 
participation of the deceased to the funerary banquet. The 
archaeological proof of this use of the skyphoi comes from 
some later Geometric graves, in which these vessels were 
full of animal bones’. The amphorae placed in the hole 
constituted the last image of the dead: their transformation 
from a domestic vase to the metaphoric representation of 
the body of the deceased ended the funerary ritual before 
the throwing of the pyre debris — when present — into the 
upper trench, and the closing of the grave. In some cases 
the cinerary vessel was closed with stone slabs, or with 
small vessels used as stoppers: the ones found over or in 
the mouth of the examined amphorae are the stirrup-jar, 
the pyxis, the skyphos or the foot of a skyphos, the krater 
or the foot of a krater, the kantharos, the kalathos, the cup, 
the clay or bronze bowl; in one case a specially made lid 
was used, while in three cases a bronze shield boss was 
used. The presence of some swords bent and wrapped 
around the shoulder and the handles of the urn must not go 
unnoted: these objects had to be strictly connected to the 
dead person and his status, and their defunctionalisation 
implies an elaborate process of heating and hammering 
that probably contributed to the complexity and theatre of 
the lavish funerary ritual’®'. After the death of the owner, 
his sword was “killed” and, to be returned to him, the 
weapon was inextricably linked to the cinerary vessel. 


The third space of the trench-and-hole cremation in which 
it is possible to find objects is the amphora-urn itself. The 
most frequent items recurring together with the remains of 
the dead are pins. They were probably employed to close 
a shroud or the clothes worn by the deceased; since, when 
the gender of the buried is known, they seem to occur in 
the female graves, it is very likely that they were part of 
the female dress in/with which the deceased was burned. 


7 Dalsoglio, forthcoming b. 
71 TY’ Onofrio 2011, 645-673 and bibliography. 
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In the urn it is possible to find also other ornaments, such 
as fibulae, hair spirals and rings. Moreover, sometimes 
in the male burials weapons, like daggers, spearheads, 
arrowheads, or even tools can be found together with the 
burned remains of the dead; in the female graves again 
one can find spindle whorls or beads. In all these cases, the 
objects in the amphora-urn seem to be personal belongings 
of the deceased more than offerings, and it is possible that 
they were placed on the pyre together with the corpse. 


If the spatial analysis of the objects in the grave helps us 
to shed light on some practices of the funerary rite, the 
variety of the items and of their combination, the different 
weight given to the grave goods and the pyre goods in each 
tomb, do not allow us to recognize any fixed and strict rules 
about this aspect of burial custom. It is not even possible to 
say that there is always the same pattern of recurrence of 
objects linked to the gender or to the age of the deceased, 
or a standard association of gifts. Regarding the gender 
indicators, for example, one can say that attested items 
related to male or female burials exist, e.g. weapons for 
the former and clay beads for the latter, but they do not 
recur in all the male and the female graves’. The same 
can be said for the cinerary vessel: if the belly-handled 
amphorae are used mainly in the female graves, and the 
neck-handled amphorae in the male ones, yet sometime 
the rule is ignored, especially in the case of the female 
burials. 


According to Morris, from the Protogeometric to 
the Middle Geometric the access to a formal — ie. 
archaeologically-visible — burial was reserved for the 
adult and highest-ranked individuals’’. Based on this 
theory, the Protogeometric burials with amphorae here 
examined constitute a selected group of graves. Some of 
them, however, stand out for the number and the variety of 
objects or for the presence of metals: to the former group 
belong in particular some rich female graves, while one 
can include in the latter group some male graves with a 
low number of items, but yet containing weapons”. The 
presence of some graves outstanding for the quantity or 
the quality of their goods, even within an already select 
group that does not mirror all society but only a limited 
part of it, leads us to argue for the existence of a social 
organization on kinship-based elite groups, each one 
choosing independently how to bury their dead, following 
similar behavioural patterns but exercising their own 
autonomy. Within these groups one can observe also the 
presence of tombs with a lower number of objects and 
without metals, signs of the existence of people able to be 
included in the family plot, but showing a lower degree of 
rank’®. 


It is hard to say why cremation started to be adopted in the 
Kerameikos cemetery, where inhumations had prevailed 


7° For the problems related to the osteological analyses, see section 4.2. 


763 Morris 1987, 93-94. For a review of Morris’ work see in particular 
d’ Agostino and D’Onofrio 1993, 41-51, and Bergemann 1999, 39-48. 
764 Dalsoglio, forthcoming a; D’Onofrio, forthcoming. 

765 Tbid. 


hitherto, let alone the reasons which led it to become 
the main funerary rite. We can observe the coexistence 
of both the rites and the use of similar cinerary vessels 
in Perati and Salamis, both earlier than the Kerameikos 
necropolis and overlapping a bit with it. Contacts between 
these Attic sites and Athens cannot be excluded: indeed, 
they seem quite plausible. At Athens, the cremation rite 
appears also in other burial sites in the Asty. Focusing in 
particular on the trench-and hole cremations’, one can 
observe that some such graves contemporary to the ones 
in the Kerameikos cemetery are attested also in Irodou 
Attikou Street’”’’ and in Erechtheion Street’; from the 
Late Protogeometric this kind of burial appears also in the 
Agora” and in Makrigianni Street’”’. 


Despite the autonomy of each of these funerary areas, it is 
worth remarking that people who were buried there during 
the Protogeometric period mostly adopted the trench- 
and-hole grave and chose the same cinerary vessel, the 
amphora. We can see them as independent groups based 
on kinship, scattered across the area of the later polis, but 
who nonetheless followed similar criteria in their burial 
rites, so demonstrating their common background. 


766 The research into the trench-and-hole cremations at Athens has been 
carried out also thanks to the consultation in advance of the Atlas of the 
Athenian Funerary Evidence (11"—7" c. B.C.) (AAFE), see Doronzio, 
2019, 71-80. I warmly thank A. M. D’Onofrio, A. Doronzio and V. 
Capozzoli for the opportunity they gave me to consult this. 

757 Kontopanagou 2019, 47-48. 

78 Brouskari 1980, 13-31. 

769 Agora XXXVI. 

™ Kaardaryas 2000, 46-50. 
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Conclusions 


Tab. 5. Index of the catalogue of the amphorae (Chapter III). 


Tables 


Catalogue no. Inventory no. Tomb no. Catalogue no. Inventory no. Tomb no. 
1 421 SM 67 51 591 (T 7) n.d. 
2 420 SM 33 52 744 PG9 
3 3878 SM 127 53 745 PG9 
4 422 SM 56 54 746 PG9 
5 519 SM 75 55 902 PG 30 
6 3873 SM 126 56 904 PG 29 
7 920 PG 24 57 1098 PG 45 
8 487 SM 71 58 1093 PG 43 
9 751 PG 14 59 1094 PG 43 
10 562 PG 14 60 558 (T 4) n.d. 
11 529 PGB 61 585 (T 1) n.d. 
12 8954 SM 145 62 573 PG7 
13 9045 SM 146 63 571 PG 19 
14 522 PG A east 64 1163 PG 32 
15 523 PG A west 65 586 (T 15) n.d. 
16 n.d. hS 74 66 559 (T 14) n.d. 
17 3701 hS 76 67 583 (T 17) n.d. 
18 3037 SM 118 68 2152 PG 35 
19 11238 n.d. 69 1073 PG 37 
20 531 PG 1 70 1074 PG 37 
21 530 PG3 71 1088 PG 38 
22 n.d. hS 92a 72 1089 PG 38 
23 923 PG 22 73 2131 PG 39 
24 2733 hS 101 74 918 PG 26 
25 563 PG 13 75 959 n.d. 
26 549 PG4 76 595 (T 19) n.d. 
2} 550 PG4 77 1260 n.d. 
28 767 PG4 78 611 (T 16) n.d. 
29 598 PG4 79 1096 PG 47 
30 589 PG 11 80 588 (T 18) n.d. 
31 561 PG5 81 600 (T 9) n.d. 
32 756 PG5 82 568 (T 8) n.d. 
33 569 PG 12 83 2024 PG 44 
34 9922 SM 119 84 576 PG 20 
35 556 PG2 85 578 PG 16 
36 915 PG 25 86 603 (T 12) n.d. 
37 n.d. hS 117a 87 605 (T 11) n.d. 
38 544 PG 15 88 910 PG 28 
39 565 PG6 89 911 PG 28 
40 1069 PG 34 90 908 PG 27 
41 1071 PG 34 91 2008 PG 40 
42 593 (T 5) n.d. 92 2012 PG 40 
43 560 PG 18 93 2013 PG 40 
44 857 n.d. 94 566 PGD 
45 750 PG 10 95 n.d. PG 49 
46 572 PG 17 96 2027 PG 48 
47 557 (T 2) n.d. 97 581 PGC 
48 594 (T 3) n.d. 98 2153 PG 41 
49 592 (T 6) n.d. 99 596 (T 10) n.d. 
50 906 PG 31 100 602 (T 13) n.d. 
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Tab. 6. Concordance: inventory and catalogue numbers (Chapter III). 


Inventory no. 


Catalogue no. 


Inventory no. 


Catalogue no. 


Inventory no. 


Catalogue no. 


420 
421 
422 
487 
519 
522 
523 
529 
530 
531 
544 
549 
550 
556 

557 (T 2) 
558 (T 4) 

559 (T 14) 
560 
561 
562 
563 
565 
566 

568 (T 8) 
569 
571 
572 
573 
576 
578 
581 

583 (T 17) 

585 (T 1) 

586 (T 15) 


588 (T 18) 
589 
591 (T 7) 
592 (T 6) 
593 (T 5) 
594 (T 3) 
595 (T 19) 
596 (T 10) 
598 
600 (T 9) 
602 (T 13) 
603 (T 12) 
605 (T 11) 
611 (T 16) 
744 
745 
746 
750 
751 
756 
767 
857 (NM) 
902 
904 
906 
908 
910 
911 
915 
918 
920 
923 
959 


80 
30 
51 
49 
42 
48 
16 
99 
29 
81 
100 


1069 
1071 
1073 
1074 
1088 
1089 
1093 
1094 
1096 
1098 
1163 
1260 
2008 
2012 
2013 
2024 
2027 
2131 
2152 
2153 
2733 
3037 
3701 
3873 
3878 
8954 
9045 
9922 
11238 
n.d. (hS 74) 
n.d. (hS 92a) 
n.d. (hS 117a) 
n.d. (PG 49) 


40 
4l 
69 
70 
71 
72 
58 
59 
79 
57 
64 
71 
91 
92 
93 
83 
96 
2B 
68 
98 
24 
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Tab. 7. Index of the sequence of the burials with amphorae (Chapter IV). 


Tables 


Catalogue no. Tomb no. Catalogue no. Tomb no. Catalogue no. Tomb no. 
1 SM 67 22 PG 13 43 PG7 
2 SM 33 23 PG4 44 PG 19 
3 SM 127 24 PG 11 45 PG 32 
4 SM 56 25 PG5 46 PG 35 
a) SM 75 26 PG 12 47 PG 37 
6 SM 126 27 SM 119 48 PG 38 
7 SM 71 28 PG2 49 PG 39 
8 PG 24 29 PG 25 50 PG 26 
9 SM 145 30 hS 117a 51 PG 47 
10 SM 146 31 PG 15 52 PG 44 
11 PGA 32 PG 6 53 PG 20 
12 PGB 33 PG 34 54 PG 16 
13 PG 14 34 PG 18 55 PG 28 
14 hS 74 35 PG 10 56 PG 27 
15 hS 76 36 PG 17 57 PG 40 
16 SM 118 37 PG 31 58 PGD 
17 PG 1 38 PG9 59 PG 49 
18 PG 3 39 PG 30 60 PG 41 
19 hS 101 40 PG 29 61 PG 48 

20 hS 92a 4] PG 45 62 PGC 
21 PG 22 42 PG 43 
Tab. 8. Concordance: burials with amphorae and catalogue numbers (Chapter I'V). 

Tomb no. Catalogue no. Tomb no. Catalogue no. Tomb no. Catalogue no. 
SM 33 2 PG7 43 PG 31 37 
SM 56 4 PG9 38 PG 32 45 
SM 67 1 PG 10 35 PG 34 33 
SM 71 7 PG 11 24 PG 35 46 
SM 75 5 PG 12 26 PG 37 47 
SM 118 16 PG 13 22 PG 38 48 
SM 119 27 PG 14 13 PG 39 49 
SM 126 6 PG 15 31 PG 40 57 
SM 127 PG 16 54 PG 41 60 
SM 145 9 PG 17 36 PG 43 42 
SM 146 10 PG 18 34 PG 44 52 

PGA 11 PG 19 44 PG 45 41 
PGB 12 PG 20 53 PG 47 51 
PGC 62 PG 22 21 PG 48 61 
PGD 58 PG 24 8 PG 49 59 
PG1 17 PG 25 29 hS 74 14 
PG2 28 PG 26 50 hS 76 15 
PG3 18 PG 27 56 hS 92a 20 
PG4 23 PG 28 55 hS 101 19 
PG5 25 PG 29 40 hS 117a 30 
PG 6 32 PG 30 39 
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Tab. 9. List of the graves containing amphorae, according to their relative chronological order. 


Gender and age 


Graves with (osteologically Chronology of the | Chronology of the 
amphorae Burial ground Type of burial Amphora-urn Other amphorae | determined) Animal bones graves amphorae 
SM 67 Pompeion Cremation 421 / / / Late Helladic Late Helladic 
Il C Late — IHC Late — 
Submycenaean Submycenaean 
SM 33 Pompeion Inhumation / 420 / / Submycenaean Late Helladic 
Ill C Late — 
Submycenaean 
SM 127 Pompeion Cremation 3878 / / / Submycenaean Submycenaean 
SM 56 Pompeion Cremation 422 / / / Submycenaean Submycenaean 
SM 75 Pompeion Cremation 519 / / / Submycenaean Submycenaean 
SM 126 Pompeion Cremation 3873 / Young adult - late / Submycenaean Submycenaean 
adolescent 
SM 71 Pompeion Inhumation / 487 / / Submycenaean Submycenaean 
PG 24 South of the Cremation 920 / Male / Transitional Submycenaean 
Eridanos 
SM 145 Pompeion Cremation 8954 / Possibly female / Transitional Transitional 
SM 146 Pompeion Cremation 9045 9050, 9051 Adolescent female / Transitional Transitional 
PGA Pompeion Cremation 522, 523 / Two males, 20-22 / Transitional Transitional 
and 15-16 years 
old 
PGB Pompeion Cremation 529 / / / Transitional Transitional 
PG 14 South of the Cremation 562 751 Adult? Female? / Transitional Submycenaean — 
Eridanos Transitional (751), 
Transitional (562) 
hS 74 Sacred Way Cremation n.d. / / / Transitional Transitional 
hS 76 Sacred Way Cremation 3701 / / / Transitional Transitional 
SM 118 Pompeion Cremation 3037 / / / Transitional Transitional 
PG 1 South of the Cremation / 531 / / Transitional Transitional 
Eridanos 
PG3 South of the Cremation 530 / / / Transitional Transitional 
Eridanos 
hS 101 Sacred Way Cremation 2733 / / / Transitional Transitional 
hS 92a Sacred Way Cremation n.d. / i / Transitional Transitional 
PG 22 South of the Inhumation / 923 Female / Transitional Transitional 


Eridanos 


Pola MAJIUOABOJOAT AY] 0] UDADUAIMUGNG ay] WoAf suaYyJP JD Klajaway soylaupiay ay] fo avsoyduyp ay], 


scl 


Graves with Burial ground Type of burial Amphora-urn Other amphorae | Gender and age Animal bones Chronology of the | Chronology of the 
amphorae (osteologically graves amphorae 
determined) 
PG 13 South of the Cremation 563 / Adult, probably / Transitional Transitional 
Eridanos female 
PG 4 South of the Cremation 549 550, 598, 767 Adult, probably Probably bones of | Early Transitional (549, 
Eridanos female goat Protogeometric 550), Transitional 
— Early 
Protogeometric 
(767), Early 
Protogeometric 
(598) 
PG 11 South of the Cremation 589 / Adult, probably / Early Early 
Eridanos female Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG5 South of the Cremation 561 756 Adult, probably i Early Early 
Eridanos female Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 12 South of the Cremation 569 / Adult, probably / Early Early 
Eridanos female Protogeometric Protogeometric 
SM 119 Pompeion Inhumation 9922 / / / Early Early 
Protogeometric Protogeometric (?) 
PG2 South of the Cremation 556 / / / Early Early 
Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 25 South of the Cremation 915 / Probably female Burned animal Early Early 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
hS 117a Sacred Way Cremation n.d. / / / Early — Middle Early — Middle 
Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 15 South of the Cremation 544 / Mature adult, / Early — Middle Early — Middle 
Eridanos probably female Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG6 South of the Cremation 565 / Adult, probably if Early — Middle Early — Middle 
Eridanos male Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 34 South of the Cremation 1069 1071 Probably male Burned animal Middle Middle 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 18 South of the Cremation 560 / Mature adult / Middle Middle 
Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 10 South of the Cremation 750 / / / Middle Middle 
Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric (?) 
PG 17 South of the Cremation 572 / Mature adult, most / Middle — Late Middle — Late 
Eridanos likely male Protogeometric Protogeometric 
(Continued) 
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Tab. 9. List of the graves containing amphorae, according to their relative chronological order (Continued). 


Gender and age 


Graves with (osteologically Chronology of the | Chronology of the 
amphorae Burial ground Type of burial Amphora-urn Other amphorae | determined) Animal bones graves amphorae 
PG 31 South of the Cremation 906 / Probably female Burned animal Middle — Late Middle — Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG9 South of the Cremation / 744, 745, 746 / / Middle — Late Middle — Late 

Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 30 South of the Cremation 902 / Probably female Burned animal Middle — Late Middle — Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 29 South of the Cremation 904 / Probably female Burned animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 45 South of the Cremation 1098 / Probably female Burned animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 43 South of the Cremation 1093 1094 Probably male / Late Late 

Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG7 South of the Cremation 573 / Mature adult, Probably bones of | Late Late 

Eridanos probably male young goat Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 19 South of the Cremation 571 / Mature adult, / Late Late 

Eridanos probably female Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 32 South of the Cremation 1163 / / / Late Late 

Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 35 South of the Cremation 2152 f i / Late Late 

Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 37 South of the Cremation 1073 1074 Probably female Burned animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 38 South of the Cremation 1088 1089 Probably female Burmed animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 39 South of the Cremation 2131 / Probably female Burned animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 26 South of the Cremation 918 / / / Late Late 

Eridanos Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 47 South of the Cremation 1096 / Probably female Bured animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 44 South of the Cremation 2024 / Probably male Burned animal Late Late 

Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 20 South of the Cremation 576 / Adult, presumably | Presumably bones | Late Late 

Eridanos female of young goat Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 16 South of the Cremation 578 / Adult, probably Presumably bones | Late Late 

Eridanos female of young goat Protogeometric Protogeometric 
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Gender and age 


Graves with (osteologically Chronology of the | Chronology of the 
amphorae Burial ground Type of burial Amphora-urn Other amphorae | determined) Animal bones graves amphorae 
PG 28 South of the Cremation 910 911 Probably male Burned animal Late Late 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 27 South of the Cremation 908 / Probably male Burned animal Late Late 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 40 South of the Cremation 2008 2012, 2013 Probably male Burned animal Late Late 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PGD Pompeion Cremation 566 / / / Late Late 
Protogeometric Protogeometric 
PG 49 South of the Cremation n.d. / / / Late Late 
Eridanos Protogeometric (?) | Protogeometric (?) 
PG 41 South of the Cremation 2153 / / / Late Late 
Eridanos Protogeometric — Protogeometric — 
Early Geometric I | Early Geometric I 
PG 48 South of the Cremation 2027 / Probably female Burned animal Late Late 
Eridanos bones Protogeometric — Protogeometric 
Early Geometric I 
PGC Pompeion Cremation 581 / / / Late Late 
Protogeometric — Protogeometric 


Early Geometric I 
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Abbreviations 


Journals and Book Series 


AA = Archdologischer Anzeiger. 


Aegaeum Aegaeum. Annales d’archéologie égéenne de 
l'Université de Liége. 


Agora = The Athenian Agora: Results of Excavations Conducted 
by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. 


Agora VUI = Brann, Eva T. H. 1962. Late Geometric and 
Protoattic Pottery: Mid 8" to Late 7" Century B.C. 


Agora XXXVI = Papadopoulos, John K., and Evelyn Lord 
Smithson. 2017. The Early Iron Age: The Cemeteries. 


AION = Annali dell’Istituto Universitario Orientale di Napoli. 
Sezione di Archeologia e Storia Antica. Dipartimento di studi del 
Mondo Classico e del Mediterraneo Antico. 


AJA = American Journal of Archaeology. 


AM = Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts, 
Athenische Abteilung. 


AmerAnt = American Antiquity. 


AquilNost = Aquileia nostra. Bollettino dell’Associazione 
nazionale per Aquileia. 


ArchDelt A/B = Apyaioloyixov Aehtiov (A = Melétec, B 
Xpovika). 


BABesch = Bulletin antieke beschaving. Annual Papers on 
Classical Archaeology. 


BAR = British Archaeological Reports. 


BASOR 
Research. 


Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 


BSA = Annual of the British School at Athens. 


CVA = Corpus Vasorum Antiquorum. 


Gnomon Gnomon. Kritische Zeitschrift fur die gesamte 
Klassische Altertumswissenschaft. 


Hesperia = Hesperia: The Journal of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens. 


JdI = Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts. 
JMA = Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology. 
Kerameikos = Kerameikos. Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen. 


Kerameikos I = Kraiker, Wilhelm, and Karl Kiibler. 1939. Die 
Nekropolen des 12. bis 10. Jahrhunderts. 


Kerameikos IV = Kiibler, Karl. 1943. Neufunde aus der 
Nekropole des 11. bis 10. Jahrhunderts. 


Kerameikos V.1 = Kiibler, Karl. 1954. Die Nekropole des 10. 
bis 8. Jahrhunderts. 


Kerameikos VI.1 = Kiibler, Karl. 1959. Die Nekropole des 
spdten 8. bis friihen 6. Jahrhunderts. 
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Kerameikos X = Hoepfner, Wolfram. 1976. Das Pompeion 
und seine Nachfolgerbauten. 


Kerameikos XII = Bohen, Barbara. 1988. Die Geometrischen 
Pyxiden. 


Kerameikos XVIII Ruppenstein, Florian. 2007. Die 
submykenische Nekropole: Neufunde und Neubewertung. 


Lefkandi I= Popham, Mervyn R., L. Hugh Sackett and Petros G. 
Themelis (eds.). 1980. Lefkandi I. The Iron Age, BSA Suppl. 11. 
London: Thames and Hudson. 


Lefkandi II.1 = Catling, Richard W. V., and Irene S. Lemos 1990. 
Lefkandi II: the Protogeometric Building at Toumba. Part 1: The 
Pottery, edited by Mervyn R. Popham, Peter G. Calligas and L. 
Hugh Sackett, BSA Suppl. 22. London: Thames and Hudson. 


Lefkandi 1.2 = Popham, Mervyn R., Peter G. Calligas, L. Hugh 
Sackett (eds.), with John J. Coulton and Hector W. Catling. 1993. 
Lefkandi II: the Protogeometric Building at Toumba. Part 2: 
The excavation, architecture and finds, BSA Suppl. 23, London: 
British School at Athens. 


Lefkandi III = Popham, Mervyn R., and Irene S. Lemos. 1996. 
Lefkandi III. The Toumba cemetery. The excavations of 1981, 
1984, 1986 and 1992-4, BSA Suppl. 29. London: British School 
at Athens. 


Métis = Métis. Revue d’anthropologie du monde grec ancient. 
OpAth = Opuscula Atheniensia. 

PBF = Prahistorische Bronzefunde. 

Prakt = [Ipaxuxd tys ev AOnvaic Apyoohoyixns Etaipeiac. 
RdA = Rivista di Archeologia. 


SATAA = Studi di Archeologia e Topografia di Atene e dell’Attica. 
Scuola Archeologica Italiana di Atene. 


ScAnt dell’Antichita. 
Antropologia. 


Scienze Storia, 


Archeologia, 


SIMA = Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology. 
ThesCRA = Thesaurus Cultus et Rituum Antiquorum. 
Abbreviations for terms in the text 

Ath. = Athenaeus 

CB = clay body 

D. = diameter 

H. = height 

Hom. = Homer 

Il. = Iliad 

Inv. = inventory number 

Od. = Odyssey 

max. = maximum 

n.d. = not determined 


NTS = not to scale 
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© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photos by the 
author). 


Plate 56: Tomb PG 15 g 1, p 1 —p 4, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, p 1, p 3 — p 4 photos by E. Bardani, p 2 photo by 
G. Asvestas), a | — a 2, Kerameikos I, pl. 76; tomb PG 16 
g 1 —g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens — 
Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of 
Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the author, g 2 photo by 
E. Bardani), a 1 —a 2, Kerameikos I, pl. 76. 


Plate 57: Tomb PG 17 g 1— g2, a1, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
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Illustrations Sources and Credits 


Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, g 2, a | photos by E. Bardani), p 1 — p 3, D-DAI- 
ATH-Kerameikos 3598, 3482 (photos by H. Wagner); 
tomb PG 18 g | — g 2, p 1, Ephorate of Antiquities of 
the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, g 2 photo by G. Asvestas, p | photo by E. Bardani), 
p 2-—p3, Kerameikos I, pl. 69. 


Plate 58: Tomb PG 19 g 1, Ephorate of Antiquities of 
the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photo by the 
author), p 1 — p 3, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 3598, 3482, 
3987 (photos by H. Wagner); tomb PG 20 g 1 —g2, pl, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos 
Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports (g 1 photo by the author, g 2, p 1 photos by E. 
Bardani). 


Plate 59: Tomb PG 22 g 1 - g 5, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, g 2 — g 3 photos by E. Bardani, g 4 — g 5 photos 
by S. Mavromatis); tomb PG 24 g 1 — g 2, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 
photo by the author, g 2 photo by E. Bardani); tomb PG 
25 g1-—g2,a1-a2, Ephorate of Antiquities of the city 
of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © Hellenic 
Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the author, g 
2, a 1—a 2 photos by E. Bardani). 


Plate 60: Tomb PG 26 g 1 - g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright 
© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by 
the author, g 2 photo by E. Bardani), a 1, D-DAI-ATH- 
Kerameikos 4797; tomb PG 27 g 1 — g 2, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 
photo by the author, g 2 photo by E. Bardani), p 1, D-DAI- 
ATH-Kerameikos 4788. 


Plate 61: Tomb PG 28 g 1—g3, g5,p1-—p2,a 1, Ephorate 
of Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 
— g 2 photos by the author, g 3, g 5, p | —p 2, a 1 photos by 
E. Bardani), g 4, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4796; tomb PG 
29 g 1 —g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens 
— Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of 
Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the author, g 2 photo by 
G. Asvestas). 


Plate 62: Tomb PG 30 g 1 - g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, g 2 photo by E. Bardani), p 1 — p 3, D-DAI-ATH- 
Kerameikos 4786, 4762 (photo by E. Seraf); tomb PG 31 
g 1, p 2, Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens — 
Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of 
Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the author, p 2 photo by 
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G. Asvestas), p 1, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4787 (photo 
by E. Seraf); tomb PG 32 g 1, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright 
© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photo by the 
author), p 1, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4788. 


Plate 63: Tomb PG 34 g 1, p | — p 3, a 1, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens - Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1, 
p | photos by the author, p 2 — p 3 photos by G. Asvestas, 
a 1 photo by E. Bardani); tomb PG 35 g 1, p 1 — p 2, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens —- Kerameikos 
Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports (g 1 photo by the author, p 1 — p 2 photos by E. 
Bardani). 


Plate 64: Tomb PG 37 g 1,p1—p2,p12-p13,ml, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens —- Kerameikos 
Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports (g 1, m 1 photos by the author, p 1, p 12 photos 
by G. Asvestas, p 2, p 13 photos by E. Bardani), p 3, m 1, 
D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4623 (photo by E. Seraf), 4790; 
tomb PG 38 g 1—g3,p 1,a1, m1, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1, m 1 photos 
by the author, g 2— g 3, p 1, a 1 photos by E. Bardani), a 2, 
D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4797. 


Plate 65: Tomb PG 39 g 1-g2,p1—p3,p5,p 10-p 13, 
p 19 —p 21, p 40, a 5 Ephorate of Antiquities of the city 
of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © Hellenic 
Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the author, 
g2,pl1—p2,p5,p 10-p 12, p 19—p 21, a5 photos by 
E. Bardani, p 3, p 13 photos by S. Mavromatis, p 40 photo 
by G. Asvestas), g 3, p 23, p 24, p 26—p 28, D-DAI-ATH- 
Kerameikos 4963 (photo by G. Hellner), p 4, p 14, p 22, 
D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4601, 4783, 4781 (photos by 
E. Seraf), p 41, a 1, a 7, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4805, 
4797. 


Plate 66: Tomb PG 40 g 1-—g5,al-—a3,p1-—p4,p 
6—p7,p9-p 10, p 12 —-p 13, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright 
© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1, p 1 — p 2 
photos by the author, g 2 — g 3 photos by S. Mavromatis, 
g5,a 1-—a3 photos by E. Bardani, p3 -—p 4, p6-p/7, 
p9-p 10, p 12 —p 13 photos by G. Asvestas), p 5, p 8, 
p 11, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4602, 4636, 4637 (photos 
by E. Seraf). 


Plate 67: Tomb PG 41 g 1, Ephorate of Antiquities of 
the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photo by the 
author), p 1, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4963 (photo by G. 
Hellner); tomb PG 43 g 1 — g 2, p 1 — p 2, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens - Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 
1, p | photos by the author, g 2 photo by E. Bardani, p 2 
photo by G. Asvestas); tomb PG 44 g 1, p 1, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens —- Kerameikos Museum, 
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Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 
photo by the author, p | photo by E. Bardani), g 2, D-DAI- 
ATH-Kerameikos 4619 (photo by H. Wagner). 


Plate 68: Tomb PG 45 g 1 — g 4, p 1 — p 4, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g | 
photo by the author, g 2-— g¢ 4, p 1 —p 2, p 4 photos by G. 
Asvestas, p 3 photo by E. Bardani); tomb PG 47 g 1 -g 2, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos 
Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports (g | photo by the author, g 2 photo by G. Asvestas). 


Plates 69-70: Tomb PG 48 g1-—g2,al,p1-p 45, 
Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos 
Museum, Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports (g 1 photo by the author, g 2, a 1, p 1 — p 23, p 
27 — p 45 photos by E. Bardani, p 24 — p 26 photos by S. 
Mavromatis), a 3, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4805, p 46, p 
58, p 61, p 63, p 65, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 4966, 4975 
(photos by H. Wagner). 


Plate 71: Tomb hS 74 g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities of 
the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photo by G. 
Asvestas); tomb hS 76 g | — g 2, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright © 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (g 1 photo by the 
author, g 2 photo by G. Asvestas); tomb hS 92a g 1, a 1 - 
a 2, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 8974, 8704 (photos by G. 
Hellner); tombs hS 101, hS 117a, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright 
© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photos by the 
author). 


Plate 72: Inv. 585, 557, 594, 558, 593, 592, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports 
(photos by the author). 


Plate 73: Inv. 591, 568, 600, 605, 603, 602, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports 
(photos by the author). 


Plate 74: Inv. 559, 586, 611, 583, 588, Ephorate of 
Antiquities of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, 
Copyright © Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports 
(photos by the author). 


Plate 75: Inv. 595, 959, 1260, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of the city of Athens — Kerameikos Museum, Copyright 
© Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports (photos by 
the author); Inv. 857, Ephorate of Antiquities of the city 
of Athens — National Museum, Copyright © Hellenic 
Ministry of Culture and Sports (photo by the author); 
Inv. 596, D-DAI-ATH-Kerameikos 3187; Inv. 11238, 
Kerameikos J, pl. 39. 
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A Graves north of the Eridanos river (Pompeion burial ground) 
i Graves south of the Eridanos river (Agia Triada burial ground) 
© Graves along the Sacred Way 


= The old beds of the Eridanos before the Sth c. B.C. 


Plate 1 — The Kerameikos necropolis, showing the graves from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric period, clustering in three burial grounds. North of the Eridanos: the Pompeion 


cemetery (tombs SM 1 —- SM 114, PG A- PG E, PG 1N-3N). South of the Eridanos: the Agia Triada cemetery (tombs PG 1 — PG 49) and the Sacred Way plot (tombs hS 74, hS 76, hS 92a, 
hS 101, hS 117a, hS 130). 
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Plate 2 — The Pompeion burial ground, showing the graves from Late Helladic III C Late to the Transitional period, according to the relative chronology proposed by Ruppenstein and 
Mountjoy. 
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© Transitional cremation 
@ Protogeometric cremation 
—— Old stream bed and flood area 


Plate 3 — The Pompeion burial ground, showing the cremation graves from Late Helladic III C Late to the Protogeometric period; the tombs SM 138, PG 3N and PG E do not contain 
amphorae. 
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Plate 4 — The burial ground south of the Eridanos river, showing the graves from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric period; the tombs PG 8, 23, 33, 36, 42, 46 do not contain 
amphorae. 
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Plate 5 — The burial ground south of the Eridanos river, showing distribution of male and female graves according to the osteological analysis and the presence of animal remains. 
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Plate 6 — The burial ground in the area of the Sacred Way, showing Transitional and Protogeometric graves; the tomb hS 130 do not contain amphorae. 
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Amphorae as grave Amphorae as grave Amphoraeasurns Amphorae as grave 
goods in the goods in the markers 
inhumations cremations 


Height 


Submycenaean Transitional Protogeometric 


Plate 7 — 1. The average height of the amphorae employed as grave goods in the inhumation burials, in the cremation burials, 
as urns and as markers (in centimetres) — 2. The average height of the Submycenaean, Transitional and Protogeometric 


amphorae employed as urns (in centimetres). 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


l.la 1 1.1b 1 
Inv. 420, tomb SM 33 Inv. 920, tomb PG 24 


Type 2 


1.2a 1 1.2a 2 
Inv. 529, tomb PG B Inv. 562, tomb PG 14 


Plate 8 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 1 and type 2. 
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Plates 


Type 3 
2 
( 
\ 


1.3a 1 1.3b 1 
Inv. 8954, tomb SM 145 Inv. 530, tomb PG 3 


1.3b 2 1.3¢ 1 
Inv. 563, tomb PG 13 Inv. 2733, tomb hS 101 


Plate 9 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 3. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Type 4 


1.4a 1 1.4b 1 
Inv. 3873, tomb SM 126 Inv. 9045, tomb SM 146 


1.5a 1 1.5a 2 
Inv. 3037, tomb SM 118 Inv. 544, tomb PG 15 


Plate 10 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 4 and type 5. 
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1.5a 3 1.5b 1 
Inv. 857, tomb n.d. Inv. 569, tomb PG 12 


1.5¢ 1 1.5¢ 2 
Inv. 1073, tomb PG 37 Inv. 576, tomb PG 20 


Plate 11 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 5. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


1.5¢ 3 1.5¢ 4 
Inv. 578, tomb PG 16 Inv. 560, tomb PG 18 


1.5d 1 1.5e 1 
Inv. 561, tomb PG 5 Inv. 1096, tomb PG 47 


Plate 12 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 5. 
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1.5e 2 1.5e 3 
Inv. 904, tomb PG 29 Inv. 902, tomb PG 30 


1.5e 4 1.5f 1 
Inv. 1088, tomb PG 38 Inv. 559, T 14 


Plate 13 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 5. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


1.5f 2 1.5f3 
Inv. 586, T 15 Inv. 1098, tomb PG 45 


Plate 14 — Belly-handled amphorae: type 5 and the overlain profiles of the types 1-5 (only one vessel has been represented for 
each type). 
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Inv. 549, tomb PG 4 Inv. 550, tomb PG 4 


/ 
/ 
/ 
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Inv. 569, tomb PG 12 Inv. 583, T 17 


Plate 15 — Belly-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 
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Inv. 588, T 18 


Inv. 598, tomb PG 4 


\\ 
\\ 
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Inv. 744, tomb PG 9 


Plate 16 — Belly-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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Inv. 589, tomb PG 11 


Inv. 611, T 16 


Inv. 751, tomb PG 14 


Inv. 767, tomb PG 4 


MAAAAARAPAAAAARAD 


Inv. 918, tomb PG 26 


Plate 17 — Belly-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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Plates 


Inv. 756, tomb PG 5 


Inv. 923, tomb PG 22 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Inv. 1074, tomb PG 37 


Inv. 1260, tomb n.d. 


Inv. 1089, tomb PG 38 


Inv. n.d., tomb hS 117a 


Inv. 2027, tomb PG 48 


Plate 18 — Belly-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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2.1a 1 2.1b 1 
Inv. 522, tomb PG A Inv. 3701, tomb hS 76 


2.2a 1 2.2a2 
Inv. 556, tomb PG 2 Inv. 915, tomb PG 25 


Plate 19 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 1 and type 2. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


2.2a3 2.2b 1 
Inv. 565, tomb PG 6 Inv. 1069, tomb PG 34 


2.2¢ 1 2.2¢ 2 
Inv. 557, T 2 Inv. 573, tomb PG 7 


Plate 20 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 2. 
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2.2¢ 3 2.2¢4 
Inv. 2152, tomb PG 35 Inv. 2024, tomb PG 44 


2.2¢5 2.2¢ 6 
Inv. 910, tomb PG 28 Inv. 603, T 12 


Plate 21 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 2. 


165 


The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


(G@ 


2.2¢ 7 2.2¢ 8 
Inv. 605, T 11 Inv. 572, tomb PG 17 


2.2¢9 2.2¢ 10 
Inv. 594, T 3 Inv. 593, T 5 


Plate 22 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 2. 
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2.2d 1 2.2d 2 
Inv. 571, tomb PG 19 Inv. 581, tomb PG C 


2.2d 3 2.2e 1 
Inv. 908, tomb PG 27 Inv. 1071, tomb PG 34 


Plate 23 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 2. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


2.3a 1 2.3a 2 
Inv. 558, T 4 Inv. 2008, tomb PG 40 


2.3a 3 2.3b 1 
Inv. 1094, tomb PG 43 Inv. 1093, tomb PG 43 


Plate 24 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 3. 
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Plates 


2.3¢ 1 2.3d 1 
Inv. 602, T 13 Inv. 568, T 8 
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Inv. 2153, tomb PG 41 Ll 


Plate 25 — Neck-handled amphorae: type 3 and the overlain profiles of the types 1-3 (only one vessel has been represented for 
each type). 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Inv. 421, tomb SM 67 Inv. 422, tomb SM 56 


Inv. 487, tomb SM 71 Inv. 519, tomb SM 75 


Plate 26 — Neck-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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Inv. 566, tomb PG D Inv. 585, T 1 


Inv. 591, T 7 Inv. 592, T 6 


Plate 27 — Neck-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Inv. 600, T 9 Inv. 906, tomb PG 31 


Inv. 1163, tomb PG 32 


Plate 28 — Neck-handled amphorae that cannot be inserted in any type. 
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Type 1 


3.1a 1 3.1b 1 
Inv. 2012, tomb PG 40 Inv. 2013, tomb PG 40 


Inv. 523, tomb PG A Inv. 911, tomb PG 28 


Plate 29 — Rim-handled amphorae: type 1 (top); vessels that cannot be inserted in any type (bottom). 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


Type 1 


_—_—_—_— 


4.lal 4.1b1 
Inv. 531, tomb PG 1 Inv. 2131, tomb PG 39 


Inv. 959, tomb n.d. 
(NTS) 


Inv. 3878, tomb SM 127 


Inv. 595, T 19 


Plate 30 — Shoulder-handled amphorae: type 1 (top); vessels that cannot be inserted in any type (bottom). 
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Inv. 9922, tomb SM 119 


WF 


Inv. 745, tomb PG 9 (NTS) 


ty} 


Inv. 746, tomb PG 9 (NTS) 


Inv. 750, tomb PG 10 (NTS) 


Plate 31 — Fragmentary amphorae that cannot be inserted in any shape. 
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Belly-handled amphora 


Type | Type 2 Type 3 Type 4 Type 5 
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Plate 32 — The types that have been recognized for each shape and their lifespan in terms of relative chronology. 
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Plates 
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a) Linear, wavy and zigzag motifs 


PY Tad 


9 10 @e@ © ©Pcee 


1. horizontal bands or lines - 2. wiggly (or sinuous) line - 3. horizontal wavy lines - 4. horizontal zigzags - 


5. languettes (or necklace) - 6. groups of vertical strokes - 7. vertical wavy lines - 8. vertical lines and 
zigzag - 9. vertical series of points - 10. horizontal series of points 


b) Arcs, semicircles and circles 


1. hand-drawn arcs between groups of curved lines and marginal dots - 2. groups of hand-drawn concentric 
arcs with central filling - 3. groups of hand-drawn concentric semicircles with central filling, with or 
without marginal dots - 4. groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the compass with central filling, 
with or without marginal dots - 5. groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the compass with triangular 
or hour-glass filling - 6. groups of concentric semicircles drawn with the compass without central filling - 


7. groups of concentric circles drawn with the compass with central filling - 8. groups of concentric 
circles drawn with the compass without central filling 


Plate 33 — Decorative motifs. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


c) Triangular or rhomboidal motifs 

1. cross-hatched triangles - 2. cross-hatched hour-glasses - 3. painted triangles - 4. dogtooth - 5. groups of 
opposed diagonals - 6. painted vertical lozenges or triangles - 7. horizontal or vertical chequered or cross- 
hatched lozenges 


\ 


— 


d) Quadrangular motifs e) Figurative motifs 
1. cross-hatched or chequered panel 1. horse 
' ee jn te 
2 oan 3 
f) Other motifs 


1. antithetic hooks - 2. tassel motif - 3. "X" motif 


Plate 34 — Decorative motifs. 
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Plates 


~ . Ve yale 
© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
phorate.of Antiquities.ofAthens ..... 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
kw —phorate of Antiquities of Athens 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
Ephorate of Antiquities of Athens 


Plate 35 — Details of the painted horses: 1. Inv. 560 (tomb PG 18) — 2. Inv. 1260 (tomb n.d.) — 3. Inv. 911 (tomb PG 28), side A — 
4. Inv. 911 (tomb PG 28), side B. 
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The Amphorae of the Kerameikos Cemetery at Athens from the Submycenaean to the Protogeometric Period 


©, Ministry of Culture andSports/ 
Dhoratetof Antiquities:ofAtheng 


) Ministry of Gulttfe_ana Sports/ 
2 orate of Antiquities of Atheng 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
3 phorate of Antiquities of Athen 


Plate 36 — Plastic decorations (nipples or mastoi): 1. Inv. 420 (tomb SM 33) — 2. Inv. 920 (tomb PG 24) — 3. Inv. 9045 (tomb SM 
146) — 4. Inv. n.d. (tomb hS 92a). 


180 


Plates 


me O A 


a 
5 


WUE MLI LD) 


PO 


Vertical handles 


1. two vertical lines crossing at the top - 2. barred - 3. painted - 4. vertical band with a horizontal stroke - 5. 
barred in the upper part and with a fishbone pattern below - 6. wavy line - 7. double wavy line - 8 


chequered panel (?) - 9. barred, with a chequered panel and a horizontal zigzag; barred, with a dogtooth 
pattern and vertical lozenges - 10. cross-hatched vertical lozenges and horizontal strokes 


MH A) AY 


Horizontal handles 


1. vertically barred - 2. vertically barred with a horizontal line - 3. horizontal line - 4. double horizontal 


line - 5. painted; in the case of the belly-handled amphorae, the base of the handles is always decorated 
with "moustache" stripes 


Plate 37 — Decorative motifs on the handles. 
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Plate 38 — Details of the amphorae: 1. finger impression at the base of handle, Inv. 915 (tomb PG 25) — 2. traces of a tool at 
the junction with the handles, Inv. 556 (tomb PG 2) — 3. forming and firing defects, Inv. 561 (tomb PG 5) and Inv. 1093 (tomb 
PG 43) — 4. decoration imperfections, Inv. 560 (tomb PG 18) and Inv. 2733 (tomb hS 101) — 5. four pairs of holes used for an 
ancient repair, Inv. 1098 (tomb PG 45) — 6. burned fragments joining with unburned ones from vessels in the pyre debris, Inv. 
531 (tomb PG 1), Inv. 1071 (tomb PG 34), Inv. 2012 (tomb PG 40). 
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CB 1.1 


(© Ministry of CulturegetateRSyere ris/Ephorate of AntfefuitetsmegAthens 
Inv. 908, tomb PG 27 Inv. 910, tomb PG 28 Inv. 1088, tomb PG 38 


~~ .* 


©) Ministry eme@eene and Spd 
Inv. 544, tomb PG 15 Inv. 1073, tomb PG 37 Inv, 2027, tomb PG 48 


f Antfe(tiitcrsmeg Athens 


CB 2.1 
© Ministry of CultumetetateRStefe ris/Ephoratcvof Ante tiiitesmeg Athens 
Inv. 906, tomb PG 31 Inv. 569, tomb PG 12 Inv. 1096, tomb PG 47 
CB 2.2 
© Ministry of CulturegetgtelRsStere ris/Ephorate of Antfetiiesmeg Athens 
Inv. 915, tomb PG 25 Inv. 602, T 13 Inv. 583, T 17 
CB3 


Athens 


© Ministry of CultufeztateRSfer ris/Ephorate of An 
Inv. 902, tomb PG 30 Inv, 904, tomb PG 29 Inv. 1093, tomb PG 43 


© Ministry. of Culture 
andsSports/Ephorate of 
Antiquities of Athens 


Inv. n.d., tomb hS 117a 


(© Ministry of CultunetetateRster ris/Ephorate of An feitiitetmei Athens 
Inv. 2733, tomb hS 101 Inv. 581, tomb PG C Inv. 593, T 5 


Plate 39 — A selection of images of the clay bodies taken with the USB Digital Microscope on the surface of the amphorae; the 
image of the clay body of the amphora from the tomb hS 117a has been taken on a break. 
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ring 

spiral 
metal bowl 
shield boss 


amphoriskos 
stirrup-jar 
lekythos 

pyxis 
handmade pyxis 
chest 
oinochoe 
handmade jug 
krater 
skyphos 

cup 

bowl 
kantharos 
kalathos 
askos 

flask 

ring flask 

clay cauldron 
clay tripod 
spindle whorl 
clay bead 

clay deer 

clay female figurine 
glass bead 
pin 

fibula 

knife 

tool 

sword 
spearhead 
arrowhead 
dagger 

hilt 

metal decoration 


tim-handled amphora 
cylindrical lekythos 


neck-handled amphora 
belly-handied amphora 
shoulder-handled amphora 


~>-From the amphora-urn ~*From the grave goods ~—From the pyre debris 


Plate 40 — Cross-section of a model Protogeometric trench-and-hole grave, with the three areas where one can encounter 
objects related to the funerary rite: 1. the amphora-urn; 2. the hole with the urn and the grave goods; 3. the upper trench 
with the items from the pyre (top); graph showing the number of the tombs and the items found inside them, divided 
according to the three location areas recognized in the trench-and-hole graves (bottom). The objects more frequently 
occurring in the amphora-urn are pins, fibulae, spirals and spearheads; the hole with the grave goods contained in particular 
belly- and neck-handled amphorae used as urns, together with skyphoi and lekythoi; the items that more often occur in the 
trench with the pyre debris are oinochoai, handmade jugs, skyphoi and lekythoi. 
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Plate 41 — Dendrogram derived from the application of the cluster analysis to discern the combination of objects contained 
in the graves with amphorae: the similarity coefficient becomes higher when the common elements between two or more 
graves increase. 
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Tomb hS 101 Tomb SM 67 


Tomb SM 126 


Tomb SM 127 Tomb SM 145 
Plate 42 — Graves with amphorae during and/or after their excavation. 
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Tomb SM 146 


Tomb PGA 


Tombs PG 11-18 


Plate 43 — Graves with amphorae during and/or after their excavation. 
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Plate 44 — Graves with amphorae during and/or after their excavation. 
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Tomb SM 33 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora / collar-necked jar with lid Inv. 420 (g 1), amphoriskos Inv. n.d. (g 2), 
stirrup-jar Inv. n.d. (g 3), bronze fibula Inv. n.d. (g 4, NTS), bronze ring Inv. n.d. (g 5, without image) 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
phorate of Antiquities of Atheng 
: gt 


Tomb SM 56 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 422 (g 1) 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
phorate of Antiquities‘of Athens 


Tomb SM 67 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 421 (g 1) 


and Sports/Eph 
Antiquities of 


Tomb SM 71 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphoriskos Inv. 487 (g 1) 


Plate 45 — Amphorae in context: tombs SM 33, SM 56, SM 67, SM 71. 
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Tomb SM 75 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 519 (g 1), two lekythoi Inv, 520, 521 (g 2, g 3, NTS) 


© Ministry of Culture and Sports/ 
phorate of Antiquities of Athens 


de 


Tomb SM 118 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 3037 (g 1), skyphos Inv. 3038 (g 2, NTS) 
Objects from the pyre debris: Iekythos Inv. 3039 (p 1, NTS), krateriskos or skyphos Inv, 3041 (p 2, without image) 


Tomb SM 119 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora Inv. 9922 (g 1) 


Plate 46 — Amphorae in context: tombs SM 75, SM 118, SM 119. 
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Tomb SM 126 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 3873 
(g 1), two oinochoai Inv, 3875, 3874 (g 2, 23), two 
lekythoi Inv, 3877, 3876 (g 4, g 5) 


© Ministry of Culture and Spo 
phorate of Antiquities of At 


Tomb SM 127 

Grave goods: shoulder-handled amphora-um 
Inv. 3878 (g 1), two stirrup-jars Inv. 3879, 3880 
(g2, g3), two lekythoi Inv. 3881, 3882 (g 4, 2 5), 
one-handled cup Inv. 3883 (g 6) 


Says age ge D3 
pi 
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e of Antiquities of Athg 


Tomb SM 145 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 8954 (g 1), skyphos Inv. 8955 (g 2) 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a lekythos Inv, 9751 a-f (p 1, NTS), 
fragments of a krater Inv. 9752 (p 2, NTS), fragments of a skyphos Inv. 9753 (p 3, 
NTS), fragments of a handmade vessel Inv. 9754 (p 4, NTS) 


Plate 47 - Amphorae in context: tombs SM 126, SM 127, SM 145. 
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Tomb SM 146 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bottomless Iekythos Inv, 9055 (a 1, NTS), iron ring Inv. M 833 (a 2, NTS), gold hair spiral Inv. 
M 739 (a 3, NTS), two faience spindle whorls Inv. 9056, 9058 (a 4, a 5, NTS), steatite spindle whorl Inv. 9057 (a 6, NTS), three 
glass beads Inv. 9059-9061 (a 7, a 8, a 9, NTS) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Iny. 9045 (g 1), krater Inv. 9046 (g 2), fragment of a krater Inv. 9054 (g 3), bird askos 
Inv. 9053 (g 4), ring flask Inv. 9052 (g 5), two cylindrical lekythoi Inv. 9047, 9048 (g 6, g 7, NTS), Iekythos Inv. 9049 (g 8, NTS), 
two rim-handled amphoriskoi Inv. 9050, 9051 (g 9, g 10, NTS) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragment of a skyphos Inv, 9022 (p 1), fragments of a cylindrical lekythos Inv. 9746 a-e (p 2, NTS), 
fragments of a lekythos Inv. 9745 a-e (p 3, NTS), fragments of an amphoriskos Inv, 9747 a-b (p 4, NTS), fragment of the handle of 
a rim-handled amphoriskos Inv. 9748 (p 5, NTS), fragment of the rim of an open vessel Inv. 9749 (p 6, NTS), fragment of the body 
of an open yessel Inv. 9750 (p 7, NTS), fragments of a jug Inv. 9744 a-b (p 8) 


Plate 48 — Amphorae in context: tomb SM 146. 
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Tomb PG A east 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bronze spearhead Iny. M 787 (a 1, NTS) 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 522 (g 1), skyphos Inv. 525 (g 2), lekythos Inv, 526 (g 3) 

Objects from the pyre debris: lekythoi Inv, 527, 528 (p I, p 2), jug Inv. 524 (p 3), iron blade of a knife Inv. n.d. (without image) 
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Tomb PG A west 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: dagger with iron blade Inv. B 199 (a 1, NTS), bronze spearhead Inv. M 786 (a 2, NTS) 
Grave goods: rim-handled amphora-urm Inv. 523 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: see tomb PG A east 


Plate 49 - Amphorae in context: tomb PG A. 
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Tomb PGB 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: dagger with iron blade Inv, 2961b (a 1, NTS), 
bronze spearhead Inv. 2961a (a 2, NTS) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 529 (g 1) 
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Tomb PG C 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 581 (g 1), 
cup Inv, 582 (g 2), bowl Inv, 580 (g 3) 


O\Ministry-of Culturg 
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Tomb PG D 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-um Inv. 566 (g 1), skyphos Inv. 567 (g 2) 


Plate 50 - Amphorae in context: tombs PG B, PG C, PG D. 
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Tomb PGI 

Objects from the pyre debris: shoulder-handled amphora Inv, 531 
(p 1), krateriskos Inv. 532 (p 2), multiple vase composed of three 
amphoriskoi Inv. 539 (p 3), two lekythoi Inv. 542, 538 (p 4, p 5, 
NTS), two stirrup-jars Inv. 534, 537 (p 6, p 7, NTS), pilgrim flask 
Inv. 536 (p 8), askos Inv. 535 (p 9), pyxis Inv. 533 (p 10), 
handmade jug Inv. 541 (p 11) 
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Tomb PG 2 Tomb PG 3 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 556 (g 1) Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 530 (g 1), base 
of a vessel, perhaps a krater Inv. n.d. (g 2, without image) 
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Plate 51 - Amphorae in context: tombs PG 1, PG 2, PG3. 
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Tomb PG 4 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 549 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of two amphorae Inv, 598, 767 (p 1, p 2), amphoriskos Inv, 550 (p 3), lekythos Inv. 
551 (p 4), three oinochoai Inv, 552, 765, n.d, (p 5, p 6; p 7, without image), bowl or skyphos Iny, 553 (p 8), two clay tripod 
cauldrons Inv. 554, 555 (p 9, p 10), small jug Inv. n.d. (p 11 NTS), two handmade jugs Inv. 768, 769 (p 12, p 13 NTS), skyphos 
Inv. n.d. (p 14, without image) 


Plate 52 — Amphorae in context: tomb PG 4. 
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Tomb PG § 


Objects inside the amphora-urn: two gold spirals Inv. n.d. (a 1, a 2, NTS), iron pins Inv. n.d. (a 3, without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 561 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of belly-handled amphora Inv. 756 (p 1, NTS), skyphos Inv. 597 (p 2), oinochoe Inv. 755 
(p 3, NTS), handmade jug Inv. 754 (p 4), seven spindle whorls Inv. 757-763 (p 5 - p 11, NTS), clay bead Inv. 764 (p 13, NTS) 


© Ministry of Culture 
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2 © Ministry of €ul- 
Tomb PG 6 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: hilt of the sword Tomb PG 7 
Inv, n.d, (@ 1) Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 573 (g 1) 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 565 (g 1), Objects from the pyre debris: pyxis with lid Inv. 575 (p 1), 


iron sword Inv. n.d. (g 2) oinochoe Inv. 574 (p 2) 


Plate 53 - Amphorae in context: tombs PG 5, PG 6, PG 7. 
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Tomb PG 9 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragment of the shoulder of an amphora Inv. 746 (p 1), fragment of the belly of an amphora 
Inv. 744 (p 2), fragment of the base of an amphora Inv. 745 (p 3), fragment of a jug Inv. 743 (p 4), remains of iron and bronze 
pins Inv. n.d. ( p 5, without image) 


Brigit ities of Athey 
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Tomb PG 10 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragment of the neck of an amphora Inv. 750 (p 1), wall of a krater Inv. 747 (p 2), fragment of 
the shoulder of an oinochoe Inv, 748 (p 3), fragment of the neck and the wall of a handmade jug Inv, 749 (p 4, without image) 


l\ 


fate of Antiquities of 


and 


Tomb PG I 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: fragments of bronze and iron pins 
Inv. n.d. (a | NTS, a 2 without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 589 (g 1) 


© Ministry of Culture orate of Antiquitie’ 


Tomb PG 12 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 569 (g 1), lekythos Inv. 570 (g 2) 


Plate 54 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 9, PG 10, PG 11, PG 12. 
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Tomb PG 13 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv, n.d. (a 1, a 2, NTS) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 563 (g 1), stirrup-jar Inv. 564 (g 2) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a skyphos Inv. 770 (p 1, NTS), rectangular chest with lid Inv. 771 (p 2, NTS), 
fragments of a rectangular chest Inv, 772 (p 3, NTS), fragments of an askos Inv. 774 (p 4, NTS), fragments of a bow! Inv, 773 
(p 5, NTS), burned sherds of at least seven jugs or stirrup-jars Inv. n.d. (p 6 - p 12, without image) 
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Tomb PG 14 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: cight fragments of bronze pins Inv. n.d. (a | - a 8, without image); at one end probably 
fragment of the spiral of a fibula 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 562 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of belly-handled amphora Inv, 751 (p 1), fragments of amphoriskos Inv. 752 (p 2, 
without image), burned fragments of the foot and the wall of a jug Inv, 753 (p 4, without image) 


Plate 55 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 13, PG 14. 
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Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv. n.d, (a 1, a 2, NTS) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 544 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe Inv. 545 (p 1), two skyphoi Inv. 546, 547 (p 2, p 3), 
handmade jug Iny. 548 (p 4) 
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Tomb PG 16 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv. n.d. (a 1, a 2, NTS) 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 578 (g 1), kalathos Inv. 579 (g 2) 


Plate 56 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 15, PG 16. 
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Tomb PG 17 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron knife Inv. n.d. (a 1, NTS) 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 572 (g 1), iron spearhead Inv. n.d. (g 2) 


Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe Inv. 732 (p 1, NTS), two burned fragments of a cup Inv. 733 (p 2, NTS), 
fragments of a krater (?) Inv. 734 (p 3, NTS) 


a 


Tomb PG 18 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 560 (g 1), foot of a krater Inv, 739 (g 2) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe Inv, 740 (p 1, NTS), fragments of a skyphos Inv. 741 (p 2, NTS), 
fragments of a handmade jug Inv. 742 (p 3, NTS), two fragments of iron pins Inv. n.d, (p 4, without image) 


Plate 57 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 17, PG 18. 
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Tomb PG 19 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 571 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe Inv. 726 (p 1, NTS), fragments of a bowl Inv. 727 (p 2, NTS), 
two fragments of a krater Inv, 728 (p 3, NTS), clay bead Inv, 729 (p 4, NTS) 
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Tomb PG 20 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: bronze pin Inv. n.d. (a 1, without image), iron pin Inv. n.d. (a 2, without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 576 (g 1), kalathos Inv. 577 (g 2) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of a kantharos Inv. 730 (p 1), fragments of a handmade bow! Inv. 731 (p 2, without image) 


Plate 58 —- Amphorae in context: tombs PG 19, PG 20. 
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Tomb PG 22 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora Inv. 923 (g 1), lekythos Inv, 921 (g 2), stirrup-jar Inv. 922 (g 3), rectangular chest 
with lid Inv, 924 (g 4), two gold spirals Inv. M 117 (g 5, NTS), iron pin Inv, n.d. (g 6, without image) 
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Tomb PG 25 
Tomb PG 24 Objects inside the amphora-urn: spindle-whorl Inv. 917 (a 1, 
Grave goods: belly-handeld amphora / collar-necked jar-urn NTS), gold spiral Inv. M 116 (a 2, NTS), iron pin Inv, n.d. (a 3, 
Inv. 920 (g 1), bronze shield boss Inv. M 49 (g 2) without image), bronze pin Inv. n.d. (a 4, without image) 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 915 (g 1), foot of 

a krater Inv, 916 (g 2) 


Plate 59 - Amphorae in context: tombs PG 22, PG 24, PG 25. 
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Tomb PG 26 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv, M 37 (a 1, NTS), M 38 (a 2, without image) 


Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Iny. 918 (g 1), kantharos Inv. 919 (g 2) 
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Tomb PG 27 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 908 (g 1), foot of a skyphos Inv, 909 (g 2) 


Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe Inv. 1194 (p |, NTS) 


Plate 60 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 26, PG 27. 
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Tomb PG 28 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron arrowhead Inv, M 34 (a 1, NTS) 

Grave goods; neck-handled amphora-urn Inv, 910 (g 1), rim-handled amphoriskos Inv, 911 
(g 2), pyxis Inv, 912 (g 3), iron sword Inv, M 51 (g 4, NTS), iron knife Inv. M 52 (g 5, NTS) 
Objects from the pyre debris; pyxis with lid Inv, 913 (p 1), oinochoe Inv, 914 (p 2) 
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Tomb PG 29 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: remains of pins Inv. M 17-20 (a 1, without image) 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 904 (g 1), skyphos Inv. 905 (g 2), iron 
pins Inv. M 17-20 (g 3, without image) 


bs 


Plate 61 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 28, PG 29. 
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Tomb PG 30 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: remains of iron pins Inv. M 35, 36 (a |, a 2, without image) 

Grave goods; belly-handled amphora-urn Inv, 902 (g 1), skyphos Inv, 903 (g 2) 

Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe Iny. 1171 (p 1, NTS), fragments of a skyphos Inv, 1169 (p 2, NTS), 
fragments of a handmade jug Inv. 1170 (p 3, NTS), probably fragments of a krater Inv. 1213 (p 4, without image) 
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Tomb PG 31 Tomb PG 32 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron pins Inv. M 32 (a |, Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron spearhead Inv. M 50 
without image) (a 1, without image) 


Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 906 (g 1) 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
Inv. 1172 (p 1, NTS) handmade jug Inv. 907 (p 2) 


Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 1163 (g 1) 
Objects from the pyre debris: fragments of an oinochoe 
Inv. 1164 (p 1, NTS) 

Plate 62 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 30, PG 31, PG 32. 
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Tomb PG 34 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron spearhead Inv. M 8 (a 1, NTS) 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 1069 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: neck-handled amphora Inv, 1071 (p 1), oinochoe Inv. 1070 (p 2), skyphos Inv. 1072 (p 3) 
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Tomb PG 35 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-um Inv. 2152 (g 1) 
Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe Inv, 2150 (p 1), pyxis with lid Inv, 2151 (p 2) 


Plate 63 —- Amphorae in context: tombs PG 34, PG 35. 
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Tomb PG 37 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv. M 14, 15 (a 1, a 2, without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 1073 (g 1) 

Objects from the pyre debris: two oinochoai Iny, 1076, 1077 (p 1, p 2), nine cups Inv. 
1079-1087 (p 3, p 4 - p 11, without image), handmade jug Inv, 1078 (p 12), handmade pyxis 
with lid Inv. 1075 (p 13) 


Grave marker: fragments of an amphora (probably a belly-handled one) Inv. 1074 (m 1, NTS) 


s/Ephorate of 
g2 


Ports/Ephorate of 


Tomb PG 38 


Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv. M 6, 7 (a 1, a2) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. 1088 (g 1), hemispherical bow! Inv. 1092 (g 2), 
handmade jug Inv. 1090 (g 3), fragment of a pithos Inv. n. d. (g 4, without image) 

Objects from the pyre debris: skyphos Inv, 1091 (p 1) 

Grave marker: belly-handled amphora Inv. 1089 (m 1, NTS), limestone block (m 2, without image) 


Plate 64 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 37, PG 38. 
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Tomb PG 39 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: two iron pins Inv. M 27, 28 (a 1, NTS, a 2, without image), 
two iron fibulae Inv, M 21 (a 3, a 4, without image), two bronze fibulae Inv. M 22, 23 (a 5, NTS, a 
6, without image), remains of bronze rings Inv, M 24-26 (a 7, NTS, a 8, a 9, without image) 
Grave goods: shoulder-handled amphora-urn Inv. 2131 (g 1), clay bead Inv. 2113 (g 2, NTS), 
spindle whorl Inv. 2130a (g 3, NTS) 

Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe Inv. 2091 (p 1), belly-handled amphoriskos Inv. 2092 (p 
4), two skyphoi Inv. 2102, 2103 (p 2, p 3), five cups Inv. 2104-2108 (p 5, p 6 - p 9, without 
image), nine lekythoi Inv. 2093-2101 (p 10 - p 14, p 15 - p 18 without image), clay cauldron Inv. 
2112 (p 19), handmade cup Inv. 2111 (p 20), handmade jugs Inv. 2109, 2110 (p 21, p 22), three ) Ministry “ef Culture 
spindle whorls Inv. 2128-2130 (p 23 - p 24, NTS, p 25, without image), fourteen clay beads Inv. ae earck 4 
2114-2127 (p 26 - p 28, NTS, p 29 - p 39, without image), clay figurine of deer Inv. 641 (p 40), 

bronze bird-head figurine with long neck Inv. M 28a (p 41, NTS) 


Plate 65 — Amphorae in context: tomb PG 39. 
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Tomb PG 40 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron axe Inv. M 9 (a |, NTS), 
iron chisel Inv. M 10 (a 2, NTS), bronze fibula Inv. M 11 (a 3, NTS) 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 2008 (g 1), oinochoe 
Inv. 2010 (g@ 2), skyphos Inv. 2011 (g2 3), fragment of an amphora 
Inv. n.d. (g 4, without image), bronze shield boss Inv. M 12 (g 5, 
NTS) 

Objects from the pyre debris: two rim-handled amphoriskoi with 
lid Inv. 2012, 2013 (p 1, p 2), oinochoe Inv. 2009 (p 3), skyphos Inv. 
2014 (p 4), nine Iekythoi Inv, 2015-2023 (p 5 - p 13) 


Plate 66 — Amphorae in context: tomb PG 40. 
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Tomb PG 41 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-um Iny. 2153 (g 1) 
Objects from the pyre debris: clay bead Inv. 2154 (p 1, NTS) 


pl 


Tomb PG 43 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 1093 (g 1), 
© Ministry of Cuttoré and Spor bronze shield boss Inv. M 13 (g 2, NTS) 
phorate of Antiquities of Ath Objects from the pyre debris: neck-handled amphora Inv. 


1094 (p 1), oinochoe Inv. 1095 (p 2) 


Tomb PG 44 

Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. 2024 (g 1), 
kantharos Inv. 2026 (g 2) 

Objects from the pyre debris: oinochoe Inv, 2025 (p 1) 


pl 
Plate 67 - Amphorae in context: tombs PG 41, PG 43, PG 44. 
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Tomb PG 45 

Objects inside the amphora-urn; remains of two iron pins Inv. M 30, 31 (a 1, a 2, without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 1098 (g 1), oinochoe Inv. 1099 (g 2), two handmade jugs Inv. 1100, 1101 (g 3, g 4) 
Objects from the pyre debris: two cups Inv. 1104, 1106 (p 1, p 2), pyxis Inv. 1103-1105 (p 3), spindle whorl Inv. 1107 (p 4, NTS) 
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Tomb PG 47 
Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron pin Inv. M 29 (a 1, without image) 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urm Inv. 1096 (g 1), kalathos Inv. 1097 (g 2) 


le 


Plate 68 — Amphorae in context: tombs PG 45, PG 47. 
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Plate 69 - Amphorae in context: tomb PG 48. 
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Tomb PG 48 

Objects inside the amphora-urn: iron fibula Inv. M 2 (a 1, NTS), bronze fibula Inv, M 3 (a 2, without image), bronze decorative 
element Inv, M 4a (a 3, NTS), remains of bronze pin Inv. n.d. (a 4, without image) 

Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Iny, 2027 (g 1), bronze bowl Inv. M 1 (g 2, NTS) 

Objects from the pyre debris: sixteen oinochoai Inv. 2068-2082, 2084 (p | - p 16, p 14 without image), seven lekythoi Inv. 2067, 
2083, 2085-2089 (p 17 - p 23), pilgrim flask Inv. 2034 (p 24), ring flask Inv. 2033 (p 25), pyxis with lid Inv. 2066 (p 26, NTS), 
kantharos Inv. 2031 (p 27), two skyphoi Inv. 2030, 2032 (p 28, p 29), two clay stands Inv. 2028, 2029 (p 30, p 31), handmade jug 
Inv. 1184 (p 32), nine handmade bowls (incised ware) Inv. 2037-2044a (p 33 - p 41, NTS), two female figurines (incised ware) Inv. 
2035, 2036 (p 42, p 43, NTS), two painted spindle whorls Inv. 2045, 2046 (p 44, p 45 NTS), four undecorated spindle whorls with 
four or five protuberances Inv. 2047-2050 (p 46, NTS, p 47 - p 49 without image), fifteen smoothed or incised spindle whorls Inv. 
2051-2065 (p 50 - p 64, NTS), eighty clay beads Inv. 2090 (p 65, NTS, p 66 - p 144, without image) 


Plate 70 — Amphorae in context: tomb PG 48. 
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Tomb hS 74 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv. n.d. 
{g 1, without image), Iekythos Inv, 3598 (g 2) 
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Tomb hS 76 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-urn Inv, 3701 (g 1), 
skyphos Iny. 3702 (g 2) 


al 
a2 


Tomb hS 92a 


with ivory head Inv. n.d. (a 1, a 2, NTS) 
Grave goods: neck-handled amphora-um Inv. n.d. (g 1) 
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Tomb hS 101 
Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-urn Inv. 2733 (g 1) 


of Ant 


Tomb hS 117a 


Plate 71 — Amphorae in context: tombs hS 74, hS 76, hS 92a, hS 101, hS 117a. 
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Grave goods: belly-handled amphora-um Inv. n.d. (g 1) 
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Neck-handled amphora Inv. 585 (T 1) Neck-handled amphora Inv. 557(T 2) | Neck-handled amphora Inv. 594 (T 3) 
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Neck-handled amphora Inv, 558 (T 4) Neck-handled amphora Inv. 593 (T 5) Neck-handled amphora Inv. 592 (T 6) 


Plate 72 - Amphorae from the filling of the Tumulus G. 
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Neck-handled amphora Inv. 605 (T 11) Neck-handled amphora Inv. 603 (T 12) Neck-handled amphora Inv. 602 (T 13) 
Plate 73 - Amphorae from the filling of the Tumulus G. 
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Belly-handled amphora Inv, 559 (T 14) Belly-handled amphora Inv. 586 (T 15) 


Belly-handled amphora Inv. 611 (T 16) 


Belly-handled amphora Inv. 583 (T 17) 


Belly-handled amphora Inv, 588 (T 18) 


Plate 74 — Amphorae from the filling of the Tumulus G. 
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Shoulder-handled amphora Inv. 595 (T 19) 


Fragments of amphorae Inv, 11238 (NTS) 
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Belly-handled amphora Iny. 1260 (NTS) 


Plate 75 — Amphorae from the filling of the Tumulus G and stray finds. 
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Belly-handled amphora Inv. 857 
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The amphorae dating from the Submycenaean to the end of the Protogeometric 
period, brought to light in the Kerameikos cemetery, represent a high quality sample of 
Athenian output of the shape; this is due to their belonging to intact, archaeologically 
significant contexts. These vessels, usually employed as cinerary urns in the ‘trench- 
and-hole’ tombs, can be found also as grave goods or among the debris of the pyre 
offerings. The amphorae in this volume are re-examined with the help of new drawings 
and by adopting the ‘envelope’ method for their comparison. It has thus proven 
possible to recognise several typological groups, and to collect information about 
the process of standardisation of the vases and the organisation of the production 
process. Moreover, analytical reviews of the burials containing the amphorae and of 
the physical placing of the grave and pyre goods within the tomb shed new light on 
the cremation rite performed and on the connections between Athens and other sites 
employing a similar ritual. 
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